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Book signing

Aimée Carter, the 16-year-
old Canton resident who
wrote and published her first
book, Phoenix Ashes, will
sign copies of the book
Saturday in Northville.

The book signing takes
place from 1-3 p.m. at the
Barnes & Noble on Haggerty,
at the corner of Six Mile Road.

Eagle Scout

New Eagle Scout Steven
Karas of Plymouth was hon-
ored at a special Eagle Scout
ceremony conducted Jan. 13
by'Boy
Scout
Troop
1382 of
Livonia.

The
formal
ceremo-
~1 Ny was

* held at
Cass Elementary School.
Karas earned the rank of
Eagle Scout after completing
his service project, which ~
involved the collection of
donated clothing. With the
help of Boy Scouts and
friends, 90 large bags of
clothes were collected from
his focal community, then
delivered and donated to the
St. ¥incent DePaul agency for
its clothing bank.

Steveri Karas, a senior at
Canton High School, is the
son of Gary Karas of
Plymouth.

i Congratulations!

Congratulations to Andrea
Paparelli-Simpson of
Redford, winner of our sec-
ond annual Lessons in Love
contest. Andrea’s entry
describing her husband
Mike's romantic marriage
proposal earned the couple a
special night on the town.
Andrea and Mike won the fol-
lowing prizes:

B8 Two tickets to the Feb.
13 Red Wings game

Transportation compli-
ments of J.R. Tours, Inc. of
Novi

B3 Dinner for two at Little
italy in Northville

B A dozen red roses from
Wesley Berry Florist of West
Bloomfield
B Candy from Kilwin's in
Birmingham

8 A $250 gift coin from
Orin Jewelers of Northville
and Garden City

B8 One-night stay at Fraser
inn of Northville

Meet Andrea and Mike and
read their winning entry,
along with others, in the
Observer Life section Feb. 13.
Don’t miss this special
Valentine's Day feature.

Teachers honored

Congratulations to Jackie
Klugman, a musical theater
and broadcasting teacher at
Orchard Lake Middle School
in the West Bloomfield
School District, and Anne
Tobhias, a first-grade teacher
at Farmington Elementary
School in the Garden City
School District.

Klugman and Tobias are
the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers’teachers of the
month for January. Look
inside at page C6 in today’s
Observer for more informa-
tion on these outstanding
teachers.

Plymouth District Library

Special kids get a chance to. shme on stage — Observer Life, C5

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Wayne County officials are
still holding to an estimate of
sometime this spring for
removal of dead or dying ash
trees in Plymouth Township, but
the sheer number of trees
marked has local officials think-
ing that might be a little opti-
mistic.

County employees spent sev-
eral months in the township
toward the end of 2002, mark-
ing ailing ash trees to be

Y

removed from county right-of-
ways.

However, some 1,100 trees
were marked in Plymouth
Township alone, making it
unlikely the county will be able
to hold to its timeline. Since
December, county officials have
removed only some 170 of the
diseased trees, according to Jim
Anulewicz, the township’s direc-
tor of public services.

“The issue in Plymouth
Township is pretty substantial,”
Anulewicz said. “They're still
projecting they’ll have the proj-
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Progress slow removin

ect completed by spring, but
that seems pretty optimistic
right now.”

County employees marked
trees, being killed off by the ash
tree borer, that are at least six
inches in diameter, and are at
least 50 percent dead or dying.
In Plymouth Township,
Anulewicz said, many of the
trees being marked are only 2 or
3 years old, making them falrly
easy to remove.

However, he pointed out, trees
in other Wayne County commu-
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fore, much larger and harder to
cut down.

“There’s one street alone in
Westland that had 85 ash trees
that were close to two feet in
diameter,” Anulewicz said. “If
people don’t understand, this is
a consequence equal to or
greater than the Dutch Elm dis-
ease.

Anulewicz pointed out that
the numbers with which county
officials are concerning them-
selves take into account only
trees that are in county right-of-

nities are much older and, there- ’ ways. That means trees that

Chinese

Seafood is always a festive dish
celebrating

,1ONS NETWORK

stand on private property, or in
wooded areas of subdivisions,
aren’t being counted.

He said that makes the devas-
tation even more dramatic.

“There’s been no estimate for
private property, but you could
probably take five or six times
that and not be overestimating,”
Anulewicz said. “You've got a lot
of wooded areas that have ash
trees.”

There is no plan, according to

« PLEASE SEE TREES, A4

Nonprofit
groups get
Fall Fest
money back

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth’s Fall Festival made
money in September 2002, and
the non-profit groups which
helped support the annual event
by paying a percentage of their
profits for a fund-raising booth
will be getting some of their
money back.

“We gave back $10,000 to the
participating groups this year,”
said Mark Baldwin, president of
the Fall Festival committee. “We
had a surplus of funds, and the
Fall Festival doesn’t need money
in its checking account.”

Each year, the Fall Festival
depends on money from the non-
profit groups who have a booth at
the three-day event. Each paid a

$25 application fee, $150 for each
booth space, plus 25 percent of net

profits.
Baldwin said the financial pic-

ture of the Fall Festival looks good,

and so does the future.

“Money from the non-profit
groups is no longer the largest
money-maker for the festival,
Baldwin. “The largest line items
are from the carnival rides and
Fall Festival program guide.
We've managed to cut expenses
with cost controls.

“We consciously tried to replace

the money from the non-profits,”

PLEASE SEE FESTIVAL, A4
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Reading is ‘fun’damental

Emily Seymour and Alia Jones of Plymouth, hoth 7, listen to storytelier Dan Keding at Canton Township's
Project ARTS annual storytelling festival Saturday. About 100 children and adults furned out for the session
at the Summit and listened to spontaneous stories for about 90 minutes. This was the fiflt annual story
event and three “tellers” ran both sessions: Dan Keding, in from Illinois, Barbara Jones-Clark of Southfield
and Laura Pershin from the Ann Arbor library system.

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Bus plan
could
drive turf
decision

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The installation of synthetic turf
at the Plymouth-Canton varsity
football stadium could depend on
whether the school administration
can prove it has a plan to purchase
new school buses for the safe
transportation of students.

Four of the seven school board
members expressed concern af
spending raony for the new turf
at the expense of student safety,

“They (the buses) are aging, and
I think the safe transportation of
our students is an issue that has to
be addressed before turf,” Trustee
Carol Saunders told fellow board
members.

“I'm uncomfortable (with pur-
chasing the turf) because we cer-
tainly do need buses,” Trustee
Joanne Lamar added.

A state inspector recently
warned the district about some
possible problems with the dis-
trict’s fleet.

“The inspector has concerns
about body rust on about 10
buses,” said Supt. Jim Ryan. “He’s
telling us that when we do state
bus inspections next summer, they
could be on the critical list. While
we don’t determine them to be

PLEASE SEE TURF, A4

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Carl Pursell’s fifelong dedication to
serving his country and his communi-
ty earned him election to the
Plymouth Hall of Fame.

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Fred Hill is perhaps best
known around town for being
the leader of the Fred Hill
Briefcase Drill Team, the collec-
tion of marchers who perform
annually in the Fourth of July
parade and in Detroit’s
Thanksgiving Day parade.

Carl Pursell is best known for his
very successful career representing
the area in the U.S. Congress.

Now both men have another
claim to notoriety: Induction
into the Plymouth Hall of Fame.

The Evening Kiwanis Club

and the Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce made
the announcement earlier this
month. Pursell and Hill join
some 40 other members induct-
ed into the hall since its incep-
tion in 1980.

The new honorees will be
inducted at a special banquet
and award dinner Tuesday, April
15, at Plymouth Manor.

“The Hall of Fame includes peo-
ple who have made the betterment
of Plymouth their lif¢’s work,”
chamber Director Fran Toney said.
“(Hill and Pursell) certainly belong
in that category, and they very
much deserve this honor”

Hill. Pursell named to Hall of Fame

CARL PURSELL
Pursell, nominated by Hall of

Fame member Jim McKeon, is a
Plymouth native who spent most

of his life serving his hometown
and his country.

Born Dec. 19, 1932, the 70-
year-old Pursell spent eight
terms representing Michigan’s
2nd Congressional District. He
took leadership roles in
Congress, serving as the House
Republican Budget Task Force
Chairman; the Deputy
Republican Whip (1987-88);

PLEASE SEE FAME, A7
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Fred Hill said he was surprised “to be
nominated, let alone elected,” {o the
Plymouth Hallf of Fame,

b

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Public Accounting firm....

“We saw alot of response - now we just
have to choose, Thanks so much, we will

use you again!” Z.H., Detroit

1-800-570-
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!

CONTACTUS ~
Newsroom ~ (734) 459-2700 Apartments
Newsroom fax - (734) 459-4224 Arts
Classifieds - +-800-579-SELL .
Home delwery - (734) 591-0500 é:;tomfptave
assifiel
> w«mm_
A Crossword
CGPAALTIIC A TIPS DR VGRE ™ Jobs

INDEX g

E7 I Movies B6
Bl | Obituaries AT
F4 | Observer Life ¢5
EF | Real Estate Bl
E6 | Service Guide F2
E10 | Sports o

" LOOKING AHEAD '

To the rescue

See how one woman earned most of
the credit for the success of the
Salvation Army Red Kettle cam-
paign, in Sunday's Observer.
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Deployments

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
Ryan L. Richardson, son of
Nancy C. Bye of Columbus,
Mont. and Vincent P.
Richardson of Canton, recently
completed a six-month deploy-
ment to the Western Pacific
and Arabian Gulf while
assigned to the amphibious
assault ship USS Belleau Wood,
homeported in San Diego.

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
Ashley R. Fields, 2 1999 graduate
of Plymouth High School,
Canton, recently departed on a
six-month deployment to the
Mediterranean Sea and Arabian
Gulf while assigned to the aircraft
carrier USS Harry S. Truman
home ported in Norfolk, Va.

Army Sgt. Joshua F. Manuel
has arrived for duty in
Vaihingen, Germany. Manuel,
a military security specialist, is
assigned to the 554th Military
Police Company. He is the son
of Vicki E. and stepson of
David E. Messacar of
Plymouth. He is a 1994 gradu-
ate of Hazel Park High School.

Commendation

Sergeant Joseph T. Malas, Jr.,
son of Joseph and Janice Malas
of Canton, was awarded his sec-

MILITARY NEWS

ond Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal for superior
performance of duties while
serving as the platoon sergeant,
maintenance chief and quality
control inspector for Marine
Wing Communication Squadron
38, Marine Air Control Group
38, Third Marine Aircraft Wing,
Marine Forces Pacific. Hewasa
vital asset in support of over 35
squadron training exercises and
maintenance of over 300 Major
TAMCN items.

Promotions

Keith S. Pund has been pro-
moted to the rank of captain in
the US. Army. Pund is an adju-
tant assigned to the 20th
Engineer Battalion at Fort Hood,
Killeen, Texas. He has three years
of military service. He is the son
of David and Janet Pund of
Canton. The captain graduated
in 1995 from Salem High School
and received a bachelor’s degree
in 1999 from the U.S. Military
Academy, West Point, N.Y.

Training

Army Pvt. Keith A. Cooper
has arrived at Fort Sill, Lawton,
OKla., to complete One Station
Unit Training. The training will
consist of basic military training

and advanced individual train-
ing. Pvt. Cooper is the grand-
son of Marge Cooper of Canton.

Graduation

Navy Seaman apprentice
Dennis H. Maxwell, son of
Carolyn Maxwell of Plymouth
and Mike Panyard of Pleasant
Ridge, recently graduated from
the MK-41 Vertical Launching
System Operation and’
Maintenance Class “C” School at
Fleet Training Center Atlantic,
Dam Neck, Va. Maxwell is a
2001 graduate of Thurston High
School in Redford and joined
the Navy in October, 2001.

Army Reserve Cpl. Anthony
F. Hazard has been re-called to
active duty to support the mis-
sion of Operations Noble Eagle
or Enduring Freedom at an
.undisclosed forward operating
location. The reservistis a
member of the 303rd Military
Police Company based in
Jackson, Mich., who, along
with numerous members of the
company, will be deployed. The
corporal is a team leader with
six years of military service. He
is the son of Franklin C. and
Evelyn F. Hazard of Canton.
He graduated in 1994 from
Plymouth Salem High School.

\ Arlor-destgn

ovem

novem car intenor design 7610 Mexket Strest  Canton Michigan 48187
Phone (734) 454-4565 Fax (734) 4644513

The 5 Guidelines on Environmental

Management

> Protection of the environment, and the health and safety of our employees are
important factors in the securing of the future of our company.

> Protection of the environment is the task and duty of every employee. We at
Novem are striving together to recognize all the effects upon the environment of

our business and to

constantly reduce them.

> We are committed to adhering tc environmentally reievant laws and regulations,

as well as the requirements of the customers in this area.

> We want to develop resource-saving and environmentally friendiy products and
processes, and to lastingly reduce and/or avoid pollution in a continual process

of improvement.

> We are introducing an environmental management system, and will continue to

develop it further.

- Reiner G. Schule
Volker Rechenberg
Dr. Klaus Elmer
Pierre Wendling
Norbert Wikkerius
Keith Bellwood

Chief Executive Officer

Managing Director
Managing Director

Central Quality Management
Environmental, Health and Safety Manager
Managing Director, Business Unit America

Environmental Policy

Novem Car intenor Design GmbH Vorbach, Feb 01, 2002
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Yes, it’s absolutely true. You can
actually replace your old (and
probably very inefficient)
furnace and air conditioner as a
package for at least $1,400 less
than you would have to pay at
any other time. Let me explain.
Every year, the months of
January, February and March
can “Kill” my business. I end up
losing a ton of money during
these “Killer” months and it can
take me the remaining nine
months to make up for them.
And PI'm looking for the same
thing to happen this year.

My problem Is Your
Opportunity
T've decided to give up trying to
make a profit during the “killer”
months. If I can only minimize
my losses during January,
February and March, I will come
out ahead to the other nine
months. Here’s how this
(admittedly daring) offer came
about. Every year, the big
manufacturers of air
conditioners have to guess how
many to build to meet the
demand. Of course, they’re never
exactly right. So, they always
have some inventory they must
hold over until the next summer
season. I went to one of these
companies (Big name) and
contracted for the purchase of 24
air conditioners and furnaces in
the four most popular sizes. And,
Dbecause of the quantity and time
of year, I was able to buy them
at drastically reduced, dirt
cheap, out-of-season prices. They
are brand new 2002 models. And
they are NOT the seconds or
“pblems” or standard “builder”
models. They are factory-fresh,
air conditioners and furnaces
and have a full factory warranty.

Here’s How You Can Get
A Furnace For Peanuts

By putting this furnace and air
conditioner package together
(then “Jaw-Boning” the factory)
and committing to a de-or-die
purchase agreement of 24
systems, I was able to buy both
the furnace and the air
conditioner for less than anyone
should have a right to pay! So, if
* you buy one of these normal 24
new, air conditioners (buy only if
one of the four sizes I have will

Frustrated Contractor is “Giving Away” $1,700
Furnaces for $341 with Off-Season Central Air... .

(This is great financial news if your furnace is over 8 years old)

fit your house, of course), I am
“giving” you the furnace and all I
ask for is the $341 in labor it
costs to have your furnace
installed.

Here’s How

Just call me at (248) 449-8487
anytime. I will come out and
measure your home (and
determine the availability of the
proper size). Don’t forget, I only
have 24 matched systems in four
sizes. When they are gone, this
remarkable offer ends also. I will
show you the real world price on
the air conditioner that fits your
home. Then, I will show you the
substantial savings now. And it
will include all labor and
installation materials. Nothing
is left out.

The Concept Is Simple
Really

By letting you win big now, I will
win at the end of the year. ’'m
betting that if I make you an
offer that is “irresistible” (at
least it should be if your furnace
or air conditioner is over 8 years
old) and I barely mark it up
above the price I paid, I will
accomplish two things:

1. I will cover my rent,
utilities, insurance and taxes in
the “killer” months.

2. I can pay my professional
staff of technicians to work
instead of paying them to sit at
home.

If I can accomplish these two
objectives, I will minimize my
losses and the rest of the year, I
can be a winner.

No Obligation

Even after I completely explain
the installation, there is
absolutely no obligation. If you
decide you don’t want to take
advantage of the spectacular
savings... that’s okay. I will give
you a surprise gift worth $69
because you are kind enough to
give me a chance to solve my
problem. I want you to think
. well of 72 Degrees even if you
* don’t buy.

You Can Buy With NO Cash

You don’t even have to pay me
right away. I have set up a
terrific bank rate financing plan.

- Advertisement ~

I even decided not to mark up
the interest rate like some
companies do. Consider this. If
you decide to make monthly
investments instead of paying
cash the entire amount of your
payments might be more than
offset by the savings on your
utility bills. It’s like “having your
cake and eating it too”.

Ironclad Guarantee

Pm so confident that you will
save at least 25% on your cooling
and heating bills (I’'m projecting
more like 30% to 50%), that I
will pay you Double The
Difference for two years if you
don’t! T'll show you exactly how
this works. There is no way you
can lose. Your lower utility bills
will help you save big. And I will
even double your savings if you
save less than 25%. If these
systems were not among the
best on the market, I couldn’t
afford to make such a promise.

Why This Offer Can’t Last

You must act before March 15th.
Here are two reasons why.

1. I can only have 6 of each of
the four sizes. When all of the
air conditioners are sold and all
the furnaces are “given” away in
a particular size, that’s it. There
are no more at this price.

2. If 1 have any of the 24
systems left on March 15
(although I doubt I will), this
offer still ends.

Here’s why. The only reason I
am making this virtually no-
profit (for me) offer is because of
the “killer” months. My business
always starts to improve in April
and because the furnaces cost
me so little, I can sell them at
2002 prices next November and
December and still come out
ahead. Give me a call now at
(248) 449-8487 and I will set an
appointment for your no-
obligation survey.

= P rGREES

ATRCONDINTONING & 1IEATING

"16334 Northville Rd.
Plymouth

(248) 449-8487
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PCAC ARTISTS

The Plymouth Community
Arts Council is seeking artists’
resumes and work samples for
consideration for its fall 2003
and 2004 exhibition season.

Artists should submit eight
to 10 samples of their work.

For general information
about the PCAC, visit www.ply-
moutharts.com, or call the Arts
Council at (734) 416-4278 or
Todd at (734) 207-3918.

LITERACY TUTORS

The Community Literacy
Council is seeking volunteers to
tutor adults in reading. They
train and provide all of the
materials. Several day and
evening training sessions are
planned for February; the
training is held at Starkweather
school in Plymouth and/or at
the Canton Library.

“We have about 17 volunteers
right now,” coordinator, Fran
Relyea said, “but we would like
to double that number”

The current volunteers are
both young and old Relyea said.
Volunteers always tutor in pub-
lic places, usually the Canton or
Plymouth library. Call (734)
416-4906 to register for train-
ing by Friday, Feb. 7. Training
takes about 14 hours and is
spread over several sessions.

KIWANIS MEETINGS

The Kiwanis Evening Club of
Plymouth now conducts its
meetings at Station 885, the
restaurant located at 885
Starkweather. Meetings are
held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

For information on becoming
a Kiwanis member, call Charlene
Miller, (734) 455-4782.

MARTIAL ARTS

East West Martial Arts in
Plymouth is offering free “child-
safe” seminars to teach aware-
ness skills for stranger-danger
and bully defense. A minimum
of eight children is required.

The seminars last about 45
minutes and are done at East
West Martial Arts, 521 Ann
Arbor Road in Plymouth.
Anyone interested - parents,
teachers, principals, companies
or coaches - may organize a
“childsafe” seminar.

B East West Martial Arts is
also sponsoring world champi-

Since (933

AROUND TOWN

on kickboxer Nick Hewitson for
a weekend seminar, from 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Feb. 22-23.

Students will learn punching,
kicking, elbows, knees, the
clinch, defense and condition-
ing from the art of Muay Thai,
the national martial art of
Thailand. No experience is nec-
essary; students should bring a
towel, comfortable shorts and a
T-shirt in which to work out.

The cost is $100 for pre-reg-
istration, $150 at the door. For
more information on any East
West Martial Arts programs,
call (734) 414-77809.

LINK UP WITH LINCOLN

The Plymouth Historical
Museum will host a special
weekend celebration of
Lincoln's Birthday on February
15 and 16 from 1-5 pm each day.

Kids admission is free.

Young people will have a chance
to meet Abe, talk with Civil War
Remeactors, dress in period cloth-
ing, receive special tours of the
Lincoln Exhibit, find out how to be
a Civil War Spy and much more.

” For more information, call
the Plymouth Historical
Museum, (734) 455-8940.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION CLASSES

Registrations are now being
taken for classes through
Plymouth-Canton schools’
Community Education program.
The following classes are available:

B For adults — Paint a craft;
watercolor painting; glass art
painting; stenciling; beginning
and intermediate on Microsoft
Word; intermediate Excel; ball-
room dancing; country-western
two-step; line dancing; salsa
and swing; aerobics; dance-
lates; kickboxing and Tai Chi;
volleyball; yoga; basketball, rac~
quetball and volleyball; French,
German, Spanish, sign lan-
guage; Dulcimer; harmonica;
piano; organ; crocheting; knit-
ting; first aid; massage therapy.

# Youth offerings include
ACT prep workshop; parent-tot
cookie bake; photography and
scrapbook; French and sign lan-
guage; jeweled waterglass art
class; mad science; plaster play-
time; yoga; radio; kindermusic;
piano; junior karate; Tae Kwon
Do; gymnastics and swim.

For class and registration
information, got to the Web
site, www.pces.k12.mi.us, or call
(734) 416-2937.

Now Save During Our Factory Authorized
Sale on Stanley Furniture.

Bedroome Dining ® Youth ¢ Home Office ® Entertainment

FINANCING up to 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST
or.WELLPAYYOUR SALESTAX?*

Walker/ Buzenberg

fine furniture

240 NORTH MAIN STREET e PLYMOUTH e (734) 459-1300

Mon., Thuss., Fri. 10-9 e Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 ® Sun. 1-5
www.walkerbuzenberg.com
*On any Stanley purchase, financing with credit approval ® Sale ends 2-10-03
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ROTARY GOLF

The Plymouth Noon Rotary
Club is taking reservations for
the May 19 golf outing at Fox
Hills Golf & Banquet Center.
The 18-hole scramble with a
cart, dinner and prizes costs
$800 per foursome and spon-
sorship, or $175 per person.

Reservations can be made by
calling Marie Morrow at (734)
453-6879 or Tom Piotrowski at
(734) 455-1220.

SYMPHONY'S HOT TICKET

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra celebrates the area’s

wealth of young musical talent with
its third annual “Instrumentorship”
concert, set for Feb. 8 at Our Lady
of Good Counsel. -

The concert pits symphony
musicians with students in the
middle school orchestras, under
the direction of Catherine
DePentu and Erin Zurbuchen,
and is sponsored by a $3,500
grant from Marshall Fields.

The “instrumentorship” pro-
gram teams string coaches
from the PSO with middle
school musicians and culmi-
nates with the annual concert
featuring both mentors and
students. It’s part of the larger
CLASSical Music Outreach to
the Schools program, which
fosters dedication to the arts, as
well as musical excellence.

This year’s concert also serves
as the inauguration of the
newly installed Casavani Freres
pipe organ at OLGC.

Individual concert tickets are
$16 for adults, $14 for seniors
and $10 for college students.
School-age children (K-12) are
admitted free. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 451-2112.

TAX ASSISTANCE

Free income tax assistance
will be available to Plymouth-
area seniors beginning Feb. 5,
and every Wednesday there-
after through April 9.

AARP volunteer tax-aide
counselors, trained by the
Internal Revenue Service, will
help seniors fill out tax forms at
the Plymouth District Library,
223 S. Main in Plymouth.
Appointment times are available
at 9:30, 10:30 and 11:30 a.m.
and 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.

For an appointment, call the
Plymouth Community Council on

|
|

Aging, (734) 453-1234, Ext.236. - }
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Gallimore's Gagnon
eyes a ‘more
compatible’ life

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

After 30 years in education,
the last six as principal at
Gallimore Elementary,
Valerie Gagnon will be retir-
ing from the Plymouth-
Canton school district in
June.

However, Gagnon said it’s
not like she’ll be leaving for-
ever.

“We have grandchildren
who live in the Plymouth-
Canton district, and they will
go to Gallimore,” said
Gagnon, whose grandchil-
dren are 2 and 4 years old. “I
will probably be the helping
grandma, the one who is here
doing the volunteer things.
So, you will still see my face
around here at Gallimore.”

Gagnon, who is married to
Observer columnist and radio
personality Joe Gagnon, The
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Gallimore Principal Valerie Gagnon
smiles as she talks with representa-
tives of the Parent Teacher
Organization about what to do with
regard to bringing in a new principal.

Appliance Doctor, said the
timing is right for her to leave
a career she thoroughly
enjoys.

“My life and my husband’s
life don’t match very well,”
she said. “He works all week-
end and I work all week ... so
this is a chance to make our
lives more compatible.

“Joe and I are going to
build a house, probably the
South Lyon area, and I'll
probably concentrate on that
for the first year,” said
Gagnon. “I'm not the kind of
person who likes to sit
around, so I'll find something
to do. Ilove technology, digi-

Gallimore Principal Valerie Gagnon, center, talks with representatives of the Parent Teacher Organization about what
to do with regard to bringing in a new principal. She retires in June after spending the last six years at Gallimore.

Principal calls it a career

tal photography, scrapbook-
ing, and I want to learn to
play the piano.”

Gagnon taught 22 years
in Farmington, and spent
four years as a principal of
Redford Union High
School, before moving to
Gallimore.

“Education is a relationship
kind of business, and
Gallimore is a wonderful
place for people — parents,
teachers and students,” she
said. “I've had lots and lots of
great opportunities in my
career, and had contact with -
lots and lots of kids. I'm real-
ly proud of that.

“Pm really proud of the
work the staff has done while
I've been here. We've made
some major changes,” added
Gagnon. “One of the areas
we've put the most effort into
here is technology, and the
staff has supported and
learned with the kids. It’s one
of the most exciting things
happening in education
today.”
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District, city hammer out details of
partnership for Central Middle School

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

There is only one obstacle
standing in the way of a recre-
ation partnership between the
city of Plymouth and
Plymouth-Canton Schools to
improve Central Middle School
recreational facilities: $1.5 mil-
lion.

That’s the ballpark figure
being tossed about to improve
the athletic fields, construct a
walking/running track, repair
the bleachers and install new
lighting and fencing.

City commissioners Dan
Dwyer, Michele Potter and Phil
Pursell met with school board
members Joanne Lamar, Carol
Saunders and Tom Wysocki last
week to discuss the partner-
ship. Both sides agreed to move
forward with the project, but
only if they can find outside
funding, such as grants, to foot
the bill for the improvements.

“It’s a great idea to develop
the land. The facility really
needs to be updated,” Saunders
said. “Quite honestly, we need
to find funding because we
don’t have any money. Without
outside funding coming in, it’s
not possible in any way.”

Dwyer agreed. “We can’t do it
either,” he said of the city. “The
trick is to get the cooperation
(from the school district and
user groups) so we can get
grant money. That’s the whole
game.”

With cuts in state revenue
sharing money affecting the
city’s budget, and reductions in
the state foundation grant trou-
bling the school’s bottom line,
neither entity can afford the
enhancements at Central.

‘We need a plan to partner
together for joint grant appli-
cations. That sends a clear
signal that we have multi-
governmental cooperation.”

Paul Sincock
Plymouth city manager

However, city recreation offi-
cials understand how the grant
process works, having received
a $635,000 grant from the
state for recent improvements
at the Cultural Center.

“We need a plan to partner
together for joint grant applica-
tions,” Plymouth City Manager
Paul Sincock said. “That sends
a clear signal that we have
multi-governmental coopera-
tion.

“It will take more than one
grant for it to happen,” he said.
“People are going to have to
step up to the plate. They can’t
depend on the schools or the
city to cover all the costs of
maintenance for all the facili-
ties. I think we can make it
happen.”

Sincock said groups that use
the facility, such as Little
League baseball and youth
football, are the kinds of groups
that will need to “step up.”

“I don’t think we have the
financial wherewithal to main-
tain the facility at the levels
that will be expected,” Sincock
said, “unless there is some
income from some user groups.
It’s no different than renting a
gym for basketball or ice for

hockey.”

Sincock also said groups such
as the Wilcox Foundation and
Rotary, Kiwanis and Lions
clubs will be contacted for con-
tributions.

Wysocki said the school dis-
trict has already proven that
partnerships involving recre-
ation can work.

“We've had pretty good luck
with Plymouth Township in
refurbishing our field at
Isbister (Elementary),” he said.
“Central has a lot of good
potential for all sorts of things.
I’'m sure if we can make a good
enough case, we can get com-
munity support.”

Pursell called it a win-win
situation for everyone.

“With our recreation depart-
ment, we'll end up with a
world-class facility,” he said.
“Massey Field demonstrates
that to me. I look forward to
putting a shovel in the ground.”

Sincock said the city intends
to use block grant funds for a
$5,000 study to create a master
plan for the Central property,
which will include input from
all the groups which use the
facilities. He said the planning
process will take about three
months, with the best-case sce-
nario for beginning the project
in the fall.

As for the schools, Ryan is
hopeful the partnership with
the city will put an end to the
discussion about the future of
Central Middle School.

“Why would we partner with
you (the city) if we were going
to sell it?” Ryan told commis-
sioners. “We want to be good
neighbors and good partners.”
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Chipper helps cities deal with

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

With an aggressive insect
killing ash trees throughout
southeast Michigan, state offi-
cials have selected Westland to
receive a giant chipper to help
dispose of dead trees.

The city will get its chipper
by late February, Public
Services Director Tom Wilson
said, but it already has started
accepting and stockpiling ash
tree parts up to 15 feet long.

Residents, businesses and
municipal workers from
Westland, Livonia, Garden City,
Canton, Plymouth Township,
Dearborn, Inkster and other
area communities will be
allowed to bring their diseased
wood to the Westland’s public
services yard, 37137 Marquette

Westland has become one of
only six communities in south-
east Michigan to receive the
chippers, provided by the state
Department of Agriculture.

“We’re the first community to
start taking the wood products,”’
Wilson said.

Wayne-Westland school offi-
cials already have made deliver-
ies of ash tree parts, which will
be chipped and hauled by a
contractor to a Genesee County
power plant for burning,.

“There has to be a place to
dispose of these trees as we
take them down, and this will
give us a place to dispose of
them,” Wayne-Westland
Superintendent Greg Baracy
said. “It will be of great assis-
tance to us.”

Wilson has predicted that all
3,217 ash trees on city-owned

down due to damage caused by
the Emerald Ash Borer, an
aggressive, quick-multiplying
insect. The city already has
taken down hundreds of trees.

City officials hope to have the
tree chipper for several months,
although Wilson couldn’t say
with certainty.

“Hopefully, this will help us
to control the ash borer,” he
said. “We'll try to lower the
population.”

The new program will help
some property owners save
money, if they choose to take
their wood parts to the local
chipper and avoid hiring a con-
tractor to haul them away.

State officials have placed a
quarantine on ash trees, pro-
hibiting people from taking dead
or dying trees out of the area.

Wilson welcomed the state’s

ash borer

Westland.

“I think it’s a great thing that
the state of Michigan stepped
forward to say there is a prob-
lem and that it needs to be
addressed,” he said.

Hours for the public services
yard will be 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday, he
said. People bringing in wood
parts should stop at the front
office, and they’ll be told where
to take their trees.

People delivering wood will
have to fill out forms supplying
information, such as their names,
when they came in, where they
brought the wood from and, if
applicable, the names and
addresses of their businesses,

For more information, call
the Westland Public Services
Department at (734) 728-1770.

east of Newburgh. property will have to be cut decision to place a chipper in dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
last year with just over another $1,000 from the car Baldwin said the Plymouth

FEST'VA[ $19,000 in the bank. The fes- show. Rotary will pay $2,000 to
tival committee kept $9,000 The Fall Festival committee  use The Gathering for the

FROM PAGE At for start-up money, and divid- has developed a new fee struc-  annual chicken barbecue,

added Baldwin. “If we take
more money from them, then
we're taking money from the
programs they support in the
community.”

Unlike many years in which
the event ended its three-day
run in red ink, Baldwin said
the Fall Festival concluded

ed the rest among the com-
munity groups.

The majority of the profit
from last fall’s festival,
according to Baldwin, was the
carnival rides, which netted
$21,500. The Fall Festival
guide brought in $15,000; the
craft show about $3,000; the
beer tent nearly $2,000; plus

ture for non-profit groups who
participate this year. A fund-
raising booth will cost $300,
with another $150 for each
additional space. Non-profits
will no longer be required to
pay 25 percent of net profits,
meaning they will be able to
keep all of the money they col-
lect.

and the Kiwanis clubs will
pay $1,000 for its pancake
breakfast.

The Fall Festival committee
is contemplating adding a 5k
run throughout Plymouth,
which it believes could generate
another $3,000.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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TREES
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Anulewicz, to replace the trees.
Last fall, Plymouth Township
Supervisor Steve Mann tried to
push through a program that
would have allowed the town-
ship to help replace trees lost to
the ash borer, but he couldn’t
muster the votes on the town-
ship board.

Mann has appointed
Anulewicz to a committee
made up of representatives
from the communities that
make up the Conference of
Western Wayne.
Representatives from U.S. Sen.
Carl Levin and U.S. Sen.
Debbie Stabenow also serve on
that committee.

Anulewicz said that level of
representation is going to be
pivotal if anything is to be done
about the deforestation.

“The position (the commit-
tee) is taking is that no matter
what condition your ash tree
might be in today, if it’s located
in Plymouth or Canton town-
ships, they believe it will be
dead — period,” Anulewicz
said. “In other words, the only
hope for any ash trees surviving
in this area is very young trees
that would need root treat-
ment. That probably isn’t eco-
nomically feasible, because
they'd need it every year there-
after, and there are still no

guarantees.”

Representatives of Levin and
Stabenow “have taken that
information back to
Washington for a look,” said
Anulewicz, who pointed out
that this problem affects
Macomb, Oakland, Livingston,
Washtenaw, Wayne and
Monroe counties.

“That’s a heavily populated,
large area that is going to
need some sort of reforesta-
tion program when this even-
tually works itself out,”
Anulewicz said. “They are
saying they’ll work with us to
convince Washington they
need to look at spending some
money to help replace the
forestation.”

In the meantime, local resi-
dents are dealing with dead or
dying ash trees, either on their
own or through the use of a
contractor. Either way, help is
available in disposing of the
trees. The city of Westland,
Anulewicz said, used money
from a federal grant to pur-
chase a chipper referred to as
“The Monster,” which
Anulewicz said can “literally
take large trees and cut them in
one gulp.”

“It’s at their DPW, which is
between Newburgh and Wayne
roads, south of Ford Road,”
Anulewicz said.

Questions can be directed to
Anulewicz at (734) 453-2257.

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700
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unsafe, he’s giving us a warn-
ing”

Board Vice President Mark
Slavens and Treasurer Judy
Mardigian also expressed con-
cerns about the cost of synthet-
ic turf.

The board voted 5-2
Tuesday to table the turf dis-
cussion until next week, when
the administration is expected
to present a bus replacement
program. According to Ryan,
the replacement program
should satisfy the questions
about transporting students
safely, and make it easier for
the board to approve the syn-
thetic turf.

“I believe we can (have
both),” Ryan said. “We want it
safe, the drivers want it safe,
everybody wants it safe. The
administration will be ready to
present the board with a bus
replacement program with the
beginning of the 2007-08
school year.”

Ryan said the immediate
plan will include purchasing
approximately 23 buses for the
coming school year with money
from various sources, with a
potential bond issue adding
another 41 buses.

By the 2007-08 school year,
the district will complete
payments on an $800,000-
per-year energy note. Ryan
said that money could go into
an annual plan to replace
about 10 percent of the 125-
bus fleet.

Ryan is expected to detail his
plan at Tuesday’s meeting.

Administrators want the syn-
thetic turf because the field
turns into mud after a hard
rain due to a damaged drainage
system, sometimes forcing

rescheduling and cancellation
of events. The adjoining track
also needs to be replaced.

At least three board members
— Elizabeth Givens, Marcy
Staley and Tom Wysocki —
were ready to approve installa-
tion of the synthetic turf,

“We cannot be running three
high schools, in the state of
Michigan, with the wetness of
our falls, on regular turf,”
Givens said. “Even with the
drainage replacement ... it’s not
safe for our students.”

Staley said she believes the
bus replacement plan is feasi-
ble, and should allay fears of
board members who are con-
cerned about the cost of the
turf, and the cuts in the state
foundation grant.

“We can’t lose sight of the
vision of what we want The
Park to look like in 5-10 years,”
she said. “The financial situa-
tion is short-term. We are going
to get out of this. It’s going to
get better”

Ken Jacobs, executive direc-
tor of support services, said the
real savings of not putting in
the turf will be about
$555,000, which is the cost of
the carpet, and not the $1.3
million for the entire project.

“We would have to tear up
the field to fix the drainage,
and we’d have to tear up the
track because the drainage
runs under it. And, the track
isn’t repairable because there’s
not base under it,” Jacobs said.
“The true savings ... is signifi-
cantly less because we've
already torn up the whole
field”

Jacobs said if the board
rejects synthetic turf, the field
would probably have to be
repaired with sod, and not seed,
to have it ready for play in
August.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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Settling in means heavy lifting for House freshman McCotter

BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFF WRITER

Thaddeus McCotter’s been
doing a lot of heavy lifting dur-
ing his first few weeks in the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Not legislative labor - what’s
been done on that front can be
described as light housekeeping
- but moving, as in packing
boxes, carrying furniture and
driving trucks.

There’s his Washington, D.C.,,
apartment, new digs at the
Canon House Office Building, a
Livonia district office, and the
apartments of staffers who are
also moving to the capital, not
to mention an aunt who recent-
ly moved to an apartment in
Northville.

All require the expertise of
McCotter’s Movers. .

“It’s the physical, the logisti-
cal end of it that’s often

missed,” McCotter, a
Republican from Livonia, said
of the transition to Congress.
The transition seems to be
somewhat jarring for McCotter,
a freshman representative, who
in four years went from Wayne
County commissioner to state
senator to congressman repre-
senting Michigan’s 11th District,
which includes Livonia,
Westland, Garden City,
Plymouth, and Redford, Canton

and Plymouth townships. acclaimed subway system, the
Metro, but McCotter is used to
‘DORM’ LIFE suburbia and the convenience

of a car.

“I have to live like a college

student now,” McCotter said.
That means sleeping on a

futon, eating at restaurants and
warming up frozen food and
canned soup, he said.
His 400-square-foot studio
apartment (in what he calls “a
dorm for new members”) is
within walking distance of the
Capitol, and Washington has an

“I had to walk five blocks to
get a gallon of milk,” he said,
wryly adding that he could’ve

blocks.

He isn’t thrilled with grocery
shopping on the Metro, having

to lug the bags back to the
apartment.

like my car;,” he said.
Fortunately for McCotter,

larly between the capital and

Emilia, 5 ~ that he works in

bought whiskey within fewer

“I'm from the Motor City. I
that will remain a big part of his
life, as he plans to shuttle regu-

Livonia. He's telling his children
- George, 10, Timothy, 7, and

JIM JAGDFELD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Congressman Thaddeus McCotter made a brief visit to the Republican Women's Club, which meets at Pick-A-Bone
restaurant in Livonia on Thursday before another commitment.

“We're very proud of him and
we miss him when he’s gone,”
said McCotter’s wife, Rita. But,
“I always know he’s coming
home,” she added

The adjustment isn’t that
tough for the family, Rita

MecCotter said, because they are
used to him being in Lansing as

a senator.
BUSY SCHEDULES

Plus, she said, their children

Wednesdays. But there will be

Washington but lives in Livonia.

CARRIER OF THE MONTH

Alex Nelson has been named the
Plymouth Carrier of the Month for
January.

Alex is a 10th-grader at Canton
High School. His favorite subject is
computer programming and he
enjoys robotics and computer pro-
gramming as hobbies.

What he likes most about his route
is it gives him a chance to meet peo-

ple in the neighborhood. He feels
that he has developed both impor-
tant money and people skills which
are key to our modern, ever-chang-
ing business world.

He thinks being an Observer carri-
er benefits other young people by
teaching them how to manage
money and how to deal with others
on a business level.

“People may say it isn’t a ‘real job,
but I disagree,” he said. “A carrier
does things much the same as anoth-
er one with a ‘real job; in facta
paper route is probably a better
springboard of things to come.”

Alex feels the routes could be
improved by making the delivery
deadline later on Sundays (if only by
an hour).
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keep so busy with school, activ-  too.
ities and homework, they On Thursday, McCotter spent
wouldn’t see him much anyway, a few minutes with the

and don’t have time to dwell on
his absence.

“Before it was an hour drive.
Now it’s an hour flight,” she
said.

In fact, it’s about two hours

Suburban Republican Women'’s
Club, which meets at Pick-A-
Bone restaurant in Livonia,
before another commitment.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

total, door to door, if the timing

He rattled off some contact
phone numbers for the mostly
female audience and told them
he had been appointed to the
House’s budget and interna-
tional relations committees.

" The latter assignment “is not
bad for someone without a
passport who hates to fly,” he
joked.

“You don’t have time to hang
out,” McCotter said as he got
ready to leave the restaurant for
his next appointment.

“I've known these people
since I was little,” and they
understand the time con-
straints, he added. His mom,

is right, McCotter said. But get-
ting home isn’t as easy as get-
ting in the car and driving in
from Lansing.

“Mentally, it's very difficult
not to come home at night,”
McCotter said.

A typical week, he’s been told
by colleagues, will require him
to be in the capital Monday
evenings, Tuesdays and

exceptions.

“Legislative schedules are
malleable,” he said.

Rita McCotter said she’s
looking forward to spending
time in D.C. with their kids,

taking in the sights and muse-  Livonia City Clerk Joan
ums, soaking up the atmos- MecCotter, was among those in
phere of history. attendance.

“It’s a great place to visit, but Rosemary Farabaugh - the
I wouldn’t want to raise my aunt McCotter and brother

Dennis helped move - is the
club’s president.

“He is well-qualified and he
has prepared himself for his
career,” Farabaugh said.

She added her politician
nephew is “highly intelligent,”
and a very ethical and moral
person.

“I'm not just saying that
because I'm his aunt,” she said.

family there,” she said.

The kids slept on the floor of
McCotter’s studio when the
family was in Washington earli-
er this month for the congres-
sional swearing-in.

“It’s kind of fun” for their
children now, McCotter said.
“Time will tell how trying it is.”

McCotter’s line that he works
in Washington doesn’t paint a
complete picture, as work in

the district will keep him busy,  mjachman@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2115

1]
(3e
&

Dl"'/

RICH / FURS

ikt
Chince 7895

Trust Is Earned . . .109 Years, 5 Generations

The Excitement
Of Color . ..

This Ranch
Or

Pale Golden

Female

Mink Coat &

(Very Long ® Some With Hoods) "

$3,797

Through Saturday, February 15t

s£299080308

Detroit
: (313) 873-8300
%, 7373 Third Ave.

“inn

Bloomfield Hills
(248) 642-3000
39515 Woodward Ave.

N
o &
www.dittrichfurs.com

*Pastas
*Pizzas
*Subs
sSeafood
*Sandwiches
sBeer, Wine
and Liquor

Hours:
Tues.-Thurs.
11am-10pm

Fri.-Sat.
llam-11pm

Sun.
Noon-10pm

1 Ford Rd.

30369 Cherry Hill
(at Henry Ruff)
Cherry Hill

s 734-722-1820

Homemade Cooking + Carry-Out Available
Meatballs » Breads » Soups * Sauces

- Daily Dine-in Only Specials:

j Tuesday...Lasagna $8.95

Wednesday...Mostaccioli $6.50
Thursday...Spaghetti $6.25
Friday...Fish N' Chips $6.50

Saturday...Italian Platter $8.50

i e sl e S s A o ot ‘uuu;&amhmmm}i@

Family Pack [l Dinner Special

3
. i .
Large Square Pizza o Buy any dinner at regular
with 1 item, Antipasto ﬁ price from our dinner
salad for 2 and homemade I entrees & get a 2nd one of
garlic bread with cheese equal or lesser value at

15 i 50" off

Dine in or carry out » Extra item on pizza $1 05 Dine in only = With coupon
No hmit » With coupon e Expires 2-28-03 One coupon per order » Expires 2-28-03

o

Merriman

A
M

B | Henry Ruff

i

Follow your favorite
high school sports
team each week
in'the Observer
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JOHN COLTRANE
“Coltrane for Lovers”

$9.99/cd

RY HILL ROAD

§4848
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SARAH VAUGHAN
“Sarah for Lovers”

$9.99/cd

NEW FOUND GLORY
“Sticks And Stones”

$14.99/cd

“Sissel”

$9.99/cd

“Get Rich Or Die Tryin”

Out 2/11/03!

3 DOORS DOWN
“Away From The Sun”

$15.99/cd

STAN GETZ
“Getz for Lovers”

$9.99/cd
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VARIOUS ARTISTS
“When Love Goes Wrong”

$9.99/cd
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ROOTS
“Phrenology”

$13.99/ca

BILLIE HOLIDAY
“Holiday for Lovers”

$9.99/cd

“Electric Circus”

$14.99/ca

ELLA FITZGERALD
“Ella for Lovers”

$9.99/cd

BOND
“Shine”

$14.99/cd

w8 %
if»:*y” fpga,

TALIB KWELI
“Quality”

$14.99/cd

FRIDA LEIDER
“The Singers”

$11.99/c4

'BON JOVI

“Bounce”

4.99/cd

I I AR ]

SIGUR ROS
[ () bt
$14.99/cd

SALIVA
“Back Into Your System”

$14.99/cd

RUSSELL WATSON

“Encore”

$14.99/cd

DEARBORN

RENEE FLEMING

“Bel Canto”

$13.99/cd

BREAKING BENJAMIN

“Saturate”

$9.99/cd

“Does This Look Infected”
$13.99/cd

ANDREA BOCELLI

“Sentimento”

$14.99/cd

CANTON

www.observerandeccentric.com
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22000 Michigan Ave. 1747 Canton Center North
(313) 561-1000 (734) 981-7530

HOURS: M-THR 9:30-9:00; FRI-SAT 9:30-10; SUN 11-6
PRICES GOOD THROUGH 02-09-03
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held Jan. 25 at St. Malachy
Catholic Church with the Rev.

www observerandeccentric com Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 30, 2003 P) A?

Marcella A. Mallette

Services for Marcella

Mickus, John and Patricia
Mickus, Donald and Sharon

(Tim) Piazzi; and sister Jamie
(Dan) Burd; three nieces; and

Rick, Lorraine and Kevin
Liddy; niece, Bev (Ed)

loved traveling with family and
friends and especially loved

Mallette, 80, of Canton, were Mickus, John and Joan Wisely;  three nephews. Joseph Gembala officiating. Bishop; and aunt, Luke playing poker with her grand-
held Jan. 24 at the L.J. Griffin  grandchildren, Sharon, David, Arrangements made by Burial was at Holy Sepulchre (Zak) Rutz. son, Nikki.
Funeral Home. Michael, and Christopher; and  Salowich & Stevens Funeral Cemetery in Southfield. Arrangements made by Survivors include son,

Mrs. Mallette was born Dec.  many great-grandchildren. Home. Mrs. Latawiec was born Sept.  Vermeulen Funeral Home- Michael (Carol) Sweitzer;
5,1922, in Dayton, Ky., and Share a “Memorial Tribute” 24, 1961, in Ypsilanti and died =~ Westland. daughters, Betty Jean (Bob)

Joan Fromm Lash Jan. 22 in Canton. She was a
A private family memorial for teacher.

died Jan. 21in Canton. She
was a homemaker,

with the family at www.griffin-
funeralhome.com.

Awrey and Vicki (John) Eddy;

Betty Monnie Sweitzer brother, Bud Waller; sister,

Mrs. Mallette was preceded Arrangements made by L.J.  Joan Lash, 76, formerly of Survivors include son, Services for Betty Sweitzer, Kathleen Casey; five grandchil-
in death by her husband, Louis  Griffin Funeral Home Canton Plymouth, was held Jan. 26, David Latawiec of Canton; 83, of Livonia (formerly dren; and three great-grand-
O. Mallette; and step-daughter, Chapel. with internment at a later date  daughter, Coleen Latawiec of Plymouth) were held Jan. 29 at  children.

Amanda Phillips. in Riverside Cemetery in Canton; parents, Joseph Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in Memorial contributions may

Survivors include daughters, Thomas Torrance Struthers Plymouth. (Irene) Gembala of Canton;  Farmington. ) be made to St. Mary Mercy
Sally Lou (Michael) Gyokeres, Services for Thomas Mrs. Lash was a graduate of  brother, Joseph Gembala of Mrs. Sweitzer was born Feb.  Hospital Cancer Center, 36475
Deborah Miller, and Patricia Struthers, 71, of Plymouth, St. Petersburgh (Fla.) High Sterling Heights; sister, 3, 1919, in McLeansboro, I11., Five Mile Road, Livonia, MI
Mallette; stép-daughter, Lucille were held privately. School, was a nurse cadet in the Mary (Joe) Rutz of Georgia; and died Jan. 27 in Livonia. 48154..

(Stan) Sharp; sister, Margie Mr. Struthers was born June  military corps and graduated cousins, Tom, Monica, She was an inspector for 30 Arrangements made by

Sinith; seven grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren.

19, 1932, in Coberg, Ontario,
Canada and died Jan. 19 in

from Henry Ford Hospital’s
School of Nursing,

Bernie and Brian Bishop,

years with GM Diesel. She Thayer-Rock Funeral Home.

v ov oE kb

Memorial contributions may
be made to Angela Hospice,
14100 Newburgh Rd., Livonia,
MI 48154 or the Multiple
Myloma Research Foundation.

Share a “Memorial Tribute”
with the family at www.griffin-
funeralhome.com.

Arrangements made by L.J.
Griffin Funeral Home Canton
Chapel.

Anna P. Kern

Services for Anna Kern, 102,
of Clarkston (formerly of
Canton) were held Jan. 24 at
L.J. Griffin Funeral Home
Canton Chapel. Burial was at
Spring Grove Cemetery in
Medina, Ohio.

Mrs. Kern was born Feb. 10,
1900, in Lithuania and died
Jan. 20 in Livbnia. She was a
homemaker.

Mrs. Kern was preceded in
death by her husband, Walter,
and son, Carl.

Survivors include sons,
Robert and Harry; nieces and
nephews, Algirdand Barbara

Plymouth. He was an engineer
at Gilson-Ayers in Madison
Heights for 22 years. He came
to the Plymouth community in
1987 from Waterford. He was a
member of the Plymouth
Senior Citizens. He collected
Civil War memorabilia and
Indian artifacts. He loved to
travel,

Survivors include daughters,
Kelly (James) Cantley of White
Lake and Shannon (David)
Littleton of Alta Vista, Calif.;
three grandchildren; two sis-
ters; and one brother.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home.

Thomas P. Rabideau

A memorial service was held
for Thomas Rabideau, 40,
Saturday at the Crystal Lounge
in Dearborn Heights.

Mr. Rabideau is survived by
parents, Gail (Robert) Hart and
Thomas Rabideau; brother,
Tony Rabideau; sister, Tammy
(John) Arsenauli; sister, Danna

FAME

FROM PAGE Al

assistant Republican regional
whip (1983-86); and co-chair of
the Conference of Great Lakes
Congressmen.

According to McKeon'’s nom-
ination, Pursell helped author
two federal budgets proposing
no new taxes and no new
spending. He was also a mem-
ber of the Energy and Water
Development Appropriation
subcommittee, providing lead-
ership on Great Lakes concerns
and national energy issues.

Closer to home, Pursell spent
five years in the state Senate and
two years as a Wayne County
commissioner. He’s a past cham-
ber president, past member of
the Plymouth Jaycees and the
Historical Society and a member
of Kiwanis International. He
was Plymouth’s Man of the Year
in 1965.

He married the former Peggy
Jean Brown in 1956, and the
Pursell’s have three grown chil-
dren, Phil, Mark and Kathleen.

“Of course, having grown up
here in Plymouth, it’s an honor
to receive an award like that,”
Pursell said. “I figured at my
age, they'd forgotten me, It’s a
positive thing in my life”

FRED HILL

Hill has been a resident and
business owner in the Plymouth
community for some 34 years.
For 24 of those years, he owned
and operated Fred Hill
Haberdashers on Main Street.

He also owned “Me and Mr.
Jones” in the Mayflower Hotel
and, for the last 10 years, has
been a successful Realtor in the
community. ‘

But Hill is best known for the
drill team, which has performed

in venues such as the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in Canton,
Ohio; the Indianapolis 500; and
the Fiesta Bowl in Tempe, Ariz.
In 1998, Hill undertook the reju-
venation of Plymouth’s Fourth of
July parade.

“It is in no small part through
his innovation and efforts that
the Good Morning USA parade is
now among Michigan’s most
respected and best attended
Fourth of July parades,” wrote
retired Judge James Garber, a
Hall of Fame member who norni-
nated Hill. “Fred’s wit and out-of-
the-box thinking have not only
produced the drill team, but have
also resulted in such memorable
promotional events as A
Plymouth Thanksgiving, Croquet
in Kellogg Park and the Fred Hill
Haberdashers Fun Run”

Hill is a longtime member of
the chamber of commerce, with
stints as president and chair of
numerous committees, including
several terms spent chairing the
Commercial Retail Committee.
He has been a member of the
Salvation Army board of direc-
tors; is a past president of the
Plymouth Community United
Way board,; is a 20-year member
and past chair of the Plymouth
Downtown Development
Authority; and a 32-year member
and past president of the Kiwanis
Club of Colonial Plymouth.

Hill has a son, Christopher,
and a daughter, Jennifer.

- “That’s pretty exciting,” Hill

said. “I didn’t anticipate such an
impressive recognition. I had
never thought about being nom-
inated, let alone being elected. I
think it’s pretty incredible.”

Tickets to the Hall of Fame Banquet
are $25 apiece and are available at the
Plymouth Community Chamber of
Commerce, 386 S. Main. Call (734) 453-
1540 for more information.

bkadrich@oe homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700

Mrs. Lash was preceded in
death by her much-loved hus-
band, Clyde William; and son,
William Clyde.

Survivors include her sisters’
families, Phyllis of Michigan
and Margaret of Florida; as
well as several grandchildren;
great-grandchildren; and her
own children, Linda, Robert
and Jonathon of Michigan and
Phyllis of Colorado.

Michele I. Latawiec
Services for Michele
Latawiec, 41, of Canton were
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Ford Rd 1Mile W of 1-275 [SE=pepeg
$5.25 Kids all shows E-W: 0 o8 ¥ LV ]
$6.25 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
§$7.75 Evenings Mon - Thurs ‘ALL SCREENS
© No Passes  [LALERE T
Unlited Free ink & 25¢ corefills
"MOVIE GUIDE"
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SHOWTIMES 1/31 - 2/06

& FINAL DESTINATION 2 (R
11:50, 2:10, 4.30, 7.00, 9 25
o FRI/SAT LS 11.45
- OBIKER BOYZ PG-13)
12.10, 2:30, 4:50, 7 20, 945
b FRI/SAT LS 12:00
Ll < DARKNESS FALLS (PG-13)
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LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS
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200z. DRINK
with $1 50 (1/2 price) purchase

| of 460z bag of buttery popcorn
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Varicose veins are not just a cosmetic problem. In addition to pamn and swelling, severe varicose
vens can lead to inflammation and ulceration of the lower leg The University of Michigan Health
System’s Division of Venous Disease 1s a tull-service, state-of-the-art ambulatory medical tacility
specializing 1n the evaluation and treatment of large and small vein problems Our highly trained
board-certified surgeons can evaluate and treat your condrtion both surgically and non-surgically
Contact us at (734) 432-7662 to recerve your personal consultation or for additional information

University of Michigan
Health System

Division of Venous Disease

19900 Haggerty Road, Suite 105 ¢ Livonia, Ml 48152-1053 ¢ www.med.umich.edu
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$30 Mail-In Sony

ebate Offer

When you buy and activate a Sony Ericsson
T61¢ digital phone through January 31,2003.

5300 ot

Bonus

Anytime Minutes

)
S

Great Value. Great Plan.

Unlimited

Night & Weekend

Airtime Minutes when on the America’s Choice Network

Plus

1000 Anytime

100 Mobile To Mobile

Minutes to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network.

thi

FoR § 3999 oty
With 10r 2 year

agreement.

anytime
minutes
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53000 Less $30

Rebate

NOW ONLY

' 0

New annual agreement required. Phone and price may vary by location,

Unlimited nationwide long distance.
No roaming charges coast-to-coast.

All when calling on the America’s Choice™ network.

The America’s Choice network covers over 250 million people
inthe U.S. Network not available in all areas. Calls placed outside
the calling plan area are 69¢/min. CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software
required. Mobile to Mobile not available throughout the America's Choice Network.

STORAGE USA

Notice is hereby given that on (FEBRUARY 17, 2003), Tate & Co.
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will be
offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by public auction,
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash
only. Storage USA reserves the right to refuse any and all bids. The
sale will be at the following location: Storage USA, 6729 CANTON

CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:30 P.M. BLOOMFIELD o e OKEMOS
D-112 Rod O. Davis Computer, printer, ladders, misec. 2519 W Maple Rd @Mreless 4738 Central Park Dr. ® Suite C
painting supplies. {SW corner of Cranbrook & Maple} h irel (Ne);tlf; 2329603 goreod)
J-348 Michelle Eminger Household Items. 248 ;23 80600 1 01':2‘5“3"‘3!2 d WWW.5 opatwue ess.com lm'gugoor:r?erce )
. BRIGHTON Ighian - LYMOUTH
J-350 Storage USA Misc. Items 315 E. Grand River {SE corner of M-59 & Old US-23) LANSING {at Main St.) 903 \':VYAn? Arbor Rd.
Pubhsh January 30 and February 6, 2003 (East of Main St ) 810.632.9300 440 Edgewood 248.684.7440 (West of Main $t)
L OE0BO67492 810227 7440 HASLETT 517 3947441 NEW HUDSON 734 354 6000°
443?1”3% 1620 Haslett Rd. LIVONIA 56754 Grand River SOUTH LYON
Qi o
{NE corner of Haslett & Marsh) 33833 Plymouth Rd. (East of Milford Rd ) 509 S. Lafayette
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON {3 b'ks7§<;S; g§ 57*}:%" Rd) 517 339 7440 {West of Farmington Rd.) 248.437.5353 248.437.5300
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS HOWELL 7342662300 NOVI WHITMORE LAKE
FENTON " -
The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 18010 Siber Parkway 4207 £ gf"ndpf“’ef Ave. 31330 Schoolcraft Rd. 27793- C West E"ks Dr. 9245 M-36
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing (in Silver Lake Village) (?1 735"4'; 7;;81 {at Merriman} {in West Oaks i} {West of US-23)
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 810.629 7440 S 734.422.7440 248.596.1900 734.449.7199

the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services ‘ N
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or : 4 E
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Bring in this ad and receive 25% OFF any wireless phone accessory, At participating @Wireless locations.

\_—"verizonuiriess

21" Authorized Refaller

Drive responsibly
Call with care

NFP(ERebate)

Important Consumer Information: Night & weekend hours: Mon-Fri. 9:01pm-5:59am Sat. 12am-Sun. 11:59pm. Subject to Customer Agreement and Colling Plan. $35 activation fee apphies. 175 early termination fee
applies Requires credit approval Cannot be combined with other service promotions. Usage rounded to next full minute Unused allowances lost. Mobile to mobile calls depleted by calls mode during night ond weekend hours. Allow 10-12 weeks for
rebate check Must be o customer for 30 consecutive doys for rebate Phone may not be returned ofter rebate form has been submitted. Subject to taxes & other charges. Not available in ofl markets Geographic and other restrictions apply. See

brochure and sales representative for detmils ©2002 Verizon Wireless

Publish January 30, 2008
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Tabling turf talk
was wise move

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Education Tuesday
night tabled the issue of whether to replace the aging
football field behind Canton High School with synthetic
turf similar to that used at Ford Field in Detroit, and it
was a good move.

More thought is required before the school board
decides how best to spend the last of the 1997 bond
money. The topic will now be a subject on the agenda at a
meeting Tuesday night.

The proposal currently being considered would see the
district spend about $1.3 million to replace the turf,
which everyone agrees needs to be done. But the intangi-
ble costs of such a move appear to be climbing with Gov.
Granholm’s threat of cutting the state foundation grant
paid to public schools on a per-pupil basis.

Of course, such cuts wouldn’t affect the amount of
money available from that bond directly. However, the
district is currently putting together a priority list for a
proposed bond issue in 2003, and Granholm’s cuts could
create a financial future so cloudy it might make voters
shy about handing over still more tax dollars in a new
bond issue.

The district has definite needs, and at least two of them
involve the football field. The field’s drainage system is
now being blamed for the condition of the existing turf,
and the track surrounding the field is likely to be declared
a disaster area before track season starts this spring.

The district is also going to hear a proposal about bus
replacement, a plan generally funded by bond money.
The original plan was reportedly to pay for the synthetic
turf out of the 1997 bond. At Tuesday’s session, the board
is also scheduled to hear a plan that reportedly will allay
any fears about funding buses.

The district is hoping to put together a bond proposal it
can sell to voters that would alleviate some of the finan-
cial pressure. However, in today’s economic climate, with
the district facing as much as a $5 million deficit depend-
ing on how many new students come in, it might not be
wise to chart a course of action based on money that
might never be there.

There are still unanswered questions surrounding the
turf issue, which makes Tuesday’s choice to table the deci-
sion seem even wiser. For instance, how will the district
fund replacement costs down the road? Estimates say
such replacement would cost $400,000 in today’s dollars.
What would that equate to in 2013 dollars?

With tough decisions to make, new synthetic turf on its
football fields must fall into the “want” category for
Plymouth-Canton schools, at least for the moment.
Before indulging itself in a want, district officials would
be wise to do what they do best — make sure the “needs”
are covered first.

‘Peace’ resolutions
not a local concern

Shouting for peace when the war drums are beating is
an admirable, principled and meaningful form of expres-
sion. In a democratic society, such dissenting views are
not only encouraged, they should be welcomed and
embraced as a chance to understand other points of view.

But as conflict with Iraq appears more and more likely,
there’s a movement afoot to have municipal governments
adopt resolutions of peace. A handful of cities, including
Ann Arbor and Ferndale, have already done so.

Elected officials in other communities, such as Livonia,
have discussed the notion but opted against actually com-
mitting an anti-war position to paper.

“I'm not elected to deal with foreign policy issues, and
I'm not about to do that,” said Livonia City
Councilwoman Val Vandersloot.

This is the appropriate thing to do and we urge other
city, village and township leaders to follow suit and
decline passing any such resolutions that may come their
way.

Like it or not, our municipal governments simply aren’t
the places where stances of this nature should be made.
Our mayors, council members and trustees weren't elect-
ed for their views on war and peace, and they need not
delve into such weighty matters, even if it’s only words on
paper.

As far as we can tell, most local governments have their
hands full running their own towns. Municipal officials
should stick to sewers, roads, rezonings and the like -
areas in which they have some sway.

As individuals, our politicians are free to express their
views on war or peace any way they want. As official bod-
ies, they should avoid staking a position in this territory.

@ﬁLYMOUTH
Part of HomeTown Communications Network™
Brad Kadrich | Todd Williams
Community Editor | Director of Advertising

Hugh Gallagher | Peter Neill

Managing Editor | General Manager
Susan Rosiek | Dick Aginian
Executive Editor | President
Jeanne Towar | Phil Power
V.P. Editoriai | Chairman of the Board

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the fives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.
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These four cats were seen eating and watching passers-by on the porch of a Plymouth house last week. Each winter, the Michigan Humane Society
receives hundreds of calls regarding animals left outside without shelter. With cold weather upon us, the Michigan Humane Society reminds pet owners
that when temperatures plummet, pets should not be left outside for any length of time. Even large or longhaired breeds cannot withstand severe or
inclement weather. These tabbies did have four separate shelters on the porch available to them, but appeared content just sitting and taking in the pass-

ing scenery.

R
¢

Please raise taxes

Dear Gov. Granholm, State Senator,
and State Representative:

Please raise my state income tax. Yes,
you heard me correctly. Please raise my
taxes.

I am a grandparent with grandchildren
attending our public schools. I do not
want their education compromised by a
decrease in the state foundation grant for
K-12 students. And I want their genera-
tion to provide wise leadership, based on
good education, when they are in charge
at a future time.

I have a brother with mental illness. I
love him, I see him frequently, I do what I
can to contribute to his quality of life. But
he is dependent for his basic needs on the
Michigan Department of Community
Health. I have friends with developmen-
tal disabilities, some of whom have no
family, who are dependent for basic needs
on the Michigan Department of
Community Health.

When this department’s funds are cut,
the most vulnerable people in our state
suffer greatly. It is estimated that two of
every 10 families have a family member
with a developmental disability or mental
illness.

Two of the reasons we organize our-
selves into state governments are to pro-
vide education for our children and basic
support for the most vulnerable among
us.
It has been argued that stopping the
decrease in state income tax will interfere
with economic recovery. This is nonsense.
If I were to pay $50 more in state income
tax, and that money were to be used to
pay teachers rather than lay them off or
to pay support staff in group homes
rather than lay them off, that money will
go into our economy just as rapidly as if I
used it to go out to dinner once with my
spouse, children and grandchildren
sometime during the year.

Yes, each one-tenth of 1 percent of state
income tax costs we middle-incomers
$50 to $75 a year. But when we each ante
up a little bit, the total would make it
possible to continue public school sup-
port and to continue to support our most
vulnerable citizens at the current levels.

So Elected Officials, please hear me. Do
not lower my state income tax rate, and,
in fact, increase it by one-tenth of 1 per-
cent. I have an obligation to our children,
to our grandchildren and to our most vul-
nerable citizens.

Sandra McClennen

Plymouth

Perfuming the pig

When 1 read your banner headline on
the front of the Jan. 19 Plymouth
Observer (“Stewart: ‘Granholm is postur-
ing”) my heart skipped a beat. Did John
Stewart see Jenny Granholm for the cyni-
cal politician that she is, playing public
education and the MEA union off against
the taxpayers?

As I read the article, I was glad that I
am strong of heart. It’s just the same old
Jennifer and John.

When the Democrat governor

LETTERS

announced the school aid cuts to balance
the state budget, I thought that it was a
ploy to generate momentum to overthrow
Proposal A. That way, she could keep her
campaign promise to the MEA to be their
governor.

As I read further in your article, I
found that Stewart favors putting a
“pause” on the upcoming reduction in the
single business tax and personal income
tax to balance the budget. I guess that's a
replay of the old Marxist axiom, from
each according to his ability, to each
according to his need.

In this case, those with ability - to pay
— are the taxpayers; those with the (per-
ceived) need are our government masters.
I'd be interested to know just how many
years his pause would encompass.

As a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, I would think
that if Stewart cared, he would be in a
great position to find other ways to cut
appropriations. I would offer some sug-
gestions. Cut the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality. This organiza-
tion is only capable of stopping small pri-
vate property owners from using their
own private property. They have demon-
strated incompetence in dealing with
major polluters and environmental
threats.

With the repeal of the state law regard-
ing mandatory minimums for drug sen-
tences, potential exists to eliminate or
scale back the amount of prison space
and support staff required.

I suppose one can dream of having rep-
resentation that truly cares about the tax-
paying constituents. The reality is that
our alleged representation only cares
about perfuming the big government pig
at our expense.

Mark F. Tooze

Plymouth Township

Letters are troubling

I read with some concern two letters
that were recently published in your
paper. One letter concerned socialism.
The letter (about protest signs) said:
“Fight corporate crime, for example, indi-
cates the liberal ideology of the planned
economy. Socialists abound and the
thinking is un-American.”

I think what was being communicated
is that if an American does not want the
U.S. to go to war with Iraq right now,
then they would be considered a socialist.
In fact, one of the definitions of socialism
is: “Any of various theories or systems of
social organization in which the means of
producing and distributing goods is
owned collectively or by a centralized
government that often plans and controls
the economy.”

Nazism was a type of socialism that
forces the policy of racist nationalism,
national expansion, and state control of
the economy.

I am not a socialist. I do not believe
that the local government of Canton
should be operating recreational and
banquet facilities at a profit. I feel that
the local government of Canton by feed-
ing off income from trash companies is
treating our land and resources as collec-

tively owned property that they control to
the detriment of the citizenry.

This war with Iraq is being touted as
something that will expand our influence
in the world. Many well-connected people
will make a great deal of money. By fight-
ing a war for profit that is designed to
expand our national influence, the people
promoting the war can rightly be called
socialists and the Americans against the
war can be called the peacemakers.

The other letter that caused me con-
cern featured Sen. Byrd and an unfortu-
nate remark he made sometime in the
past. The writer of the letter failed to see
that Mr. Byrd has been punished just as
Mr. Lott was — Mr. Byrd will never be
more than what he is. To his benefit, he
continues to work for the good of all
Americans.

Mr. Lott’s fall, I believe, was due more
to his being in the way of Mr. Frist, the
senator from Tennessee. Remember
when Mr. Bush gushed about winning
Mr. Gore’s home state in the election?
Didn’t you find that odd? Well, payback
time rolled around and Mr. Lott had to
take a walk. Now Mr. Frist is the Senate
majority leader, and all he had to do was
be from Tennessee.

Alfred L. Brock

Canton
Kmart story lacking

I was very disappointed with your arti-
cle on the closing of the Canton SuperK
on Jan. 16th. No thought was given to
the human side. All Yack was concerned
about was that the building would be the
second “big box” to sit empty. Where was
his concern for the 220 employees who
work there? At least half of them live
Canton. Why didn’t he question why the
store in his community is closing like the
mayor of Utica did?

1 also live and shop in Canton. I've
never found any retailer here to have
more than just a handful of customers at
9 a.m. The article seemed to say that
closing the SuperK was no big loss. Yet
the loss will very real to the employees
losing their jobs and the loyal customers
who shop there.

Canton

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Plymouth Observer
794 S. Main
Plymouth, Mi 48170

Fax:
(734) 459-4224

E-mail:
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

QUOTABLE

“When you think about what real talent is, these kids do have it. You think of going to see a performance, and you come

away inspired. That's what happens with this show.”
- Don Zaksek, Speech, Language & Sensory-Motor Systems Inc.
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Coalition tax increase
idea is wrongheaded

e sum total of all human knowledge about
the politics of tax policy can readily be dis-
* cerned in the ditty below:
Don’t tax him; don’t tax me.
Tax that fellow behind the tree.

As most folks know by now, Michigan has an
enormous budget problem. Because of the contin-
ued recession, state tax revenues are way down.
But the state Constitution forbids deficits, so Gov.
Jennifer Granholm last week cut $150 million in
state spending to get just this year’s budget back
into balance. The problem for
the next fiscal year, which
begins Oct. 1, is even worse;
experts are talking about a
shortfall of as much as $2 bil-
lion out of a General Fund
budget of around $9 billion.

It should come, therefore, as
no surprise that an outfit calling
itself the Red Cedar Coalition
(for the river running through
the Mlchlgan State University
campus) is begmmng to beat the
drums for a tax increase. The
group includes organizations
that feel threatened by the impending spending
cuts, such as teachers unions and other school
folks, municipal government people and various
advocates for social services, colleges and univer-
sities.

The coalition wants to extend the state sales tax
to apply to all manner of things not currently
taxed: advertising, personal services like haircuts
and manicures, professmnal services like law and
accounting, car repairs and the like. So the pro-
posal can be marketed to the gullible public as a

“tax cut,” the idea is to drop the current sales tax
rate of 6 percent to 5 percent, but impose the tax’
on lots of new transactions. It’s tough to estimate
the increased tax revenue to the state, but most
experts think it’s substantially more than $100
million. .

Initjal reaction to the coalition’s tax proposals
was decidedly negative. Granholm led the charge
by saying last week that, “Anyone who is propos-
ing a tax increase has to realize that they would
be going before a Legislature that’s not predis-
posed to do it and a governor who is not predis-
posed to do it” With both houses of the
Legislature controlled by Republicans, whose
public policy signature issue is to be opposed to
tax increases, Granholm may have been
admirably understated in her analysis of the idea.

In my view, the Red Cedar folks are both pre-
mature and wrongheaded.

Premature because Granholm and the
Legislature need some time to develop their own
plans. Granholm will deliver her State of the State

Phil
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One of the interesting things about Granholm,
a Democrat, is her stated interest in using the
budget problem as a spur for far-reaching
rethinking about how state government
should work and what services should be
delivered and how they are paid for.

speech Feb. 5, during which she intends to lay out
her overall strategy for dealing with the state’s
budget crisis. Moreover, she is facing a March 1
deadline to submit her own detailed budget for
legislative consideration.

One of the interesting things about Granholm,
a Democrat, is her stated interest in using the
budget problem as a spur for far-reaching
rethinking about how state government should
work and what services should be delivered and
how they are paid for. She deserves a decent space
to develop her taxing and spending plans before
people who have a self-interest in hiking tax rev-
enues start piling on.

The Red Cedar proposal is wrongheaded
because in taking the easy way out — just increas-
ing taxes — it puts at risk three better ideas on
how to balance the budget.

One is simply to cut spending. Frankly, I doubt
there is enough fat in a $9 billion General Fund 3
budget to fund a cut of more than 20 percent, but
it’s axiomatic that state spending patterns that
were set when times were flush will contain a fair
amount of stuff that needs cutting,.

A second idea, much debated last year and
ducked by outgoing Gov. John Engler and the
Legislature, would be to postpone the scheduled
reduction in the state income tax rate. That might
be worth up to $200 million next fiscal year.

A third idea is to explore the various tax loop-
holes enacted during the Engler administration.
No one knows exactly how much potential tax
revenue is flowing through these loopholes, but
T'll bet the newspaper you're reading right now
that it’s substantial.

Maybe the Red Cedar proposal will turn out to
get some traction in Lansing. But let’s not start
messing with it until all the alternatives have
been given a fair hearing.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at
ppower@homecomm.net.
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ow to see things often depends on where
you're sitting.

The anti-SUV campaign started
unfolding this past summer and I only heard
snippets about it because I was livingina
remote cabin in the eastern Upper Peninsula
where it was difficult to find a daily newspa-
per.

But I did hear whispers and occasionally a
piece on TV. Amazingly it wasn’t a huge topic
among locals, although you'd think it would
be. These are folks who
spend their time in the
woods working or for recre-
ational purposes. Theyre
construction workers, log-
gers and even a few com-
mercial fishermen.

You'd expect these are the
people who would be gob-
bling up SUVs.

Wrong. The vehicle of
choice is a rusted pickup
truck or a four-wheel drive
Subaru. Up there choice is
determined by finances.
Those folks just can’t come up with $40,000
or $50,000 for what they call “a truck”

For about five months, I spent most my
days on the back roads fishing, hunting or
canoeing. In all that time, I rarely saw a big,
expensive SUV. In fact, I rarely saw anyone at
all, which made me start to wonder how all
these fancy SUVs are being used.

Don't get me wrong. I'm not an anti-SUV
person. Being an 11th generation American
redneck, I grew up in the back of pickup
trucks, and have owned a long line of Jeep
Cherckees, most of which I've driven until the
wheels nearly fall off. None have ever been
waxed. Ivalue that layer of dust &nd mud
that accumulates after a summer of chasing
fish and a fall of upland bird hunting, and
tears come to my eyes when that first layer of
salt gets on the Jeep and I have to take it in
for that obligatory car wash.

It’s just that I wonder exactly how big an
SUV people need, and what nameplate they
need on them. A Cadillac name on atruck is
a bit over the top.

But back to the UP. Although I know the
people in the town I was staying in fairly well,
I was still marked as being a Yuppie trout by
my Jeep.

“You don’t want to take that thing back into
the woods,” a friend of mine said as we were
heading out for a night of brook trout fishing
on beaver ponds. “You'll scratch it up. We'll
take my truck.”

Jeff

| REPOSSESSED CARS TO BE SOLD |

DIRECTLY TO THE PUBLIC

North Brothers Ford Used Cars is Selected to
Dispose of 228 Bank Repos

And Other Used Vehicles for Only $29 and Fees
Then Start Making Payments*

Westland, Michigan . . . Banks
repossessed cars and trucks are
among the most hunted-for-bargains
in the automobile industry.
Unfortunately for John Q. Public,
they're also the hardest to come by.
Banks often unload these repos to

you are looking for in stock and
ready to drive home," Huetter said.
Auto Liquidators of North
America has flown in extra
financial staff from three states to
assure North Brother's Ford Used
Car's customers prompt, courteous

A dirty pickup truck is
the only ‘real’ SUV

I value that layer of dust and mud that
accumulates after a summer of chasing
fish and a fall of upland bird hunting, and
tears come to my eyes when that first
[ayer of salt gets on the Jeep and | have to
take it in for that obligatory car wash.

Ten minutes later I knew he was right. We
were driving on a two-track through waist-
deep mud, over stumps and logs and had to
pull the side mirrors in to keep them from
getting ripped off by branches. My friend
calls it his woods beater truck, an old Chevy
pick-up he uses for work and in the woods.
Rain storms are the only car wash it has ever
seen, and there’s often a clump of grass and
dirt hanging from the front bumper, a testi-
mony to its use in the back woods.

In the fall it easily held three guys, three
wet dogs, shotguns and other hunting equip-
ment. The back bed of the truck also held a
variety of dead upland game birds.

The image of that truck pops up in my head
while driving on suburban Detroit freeways,
when I see all those clean, shiny, expensive,
large SUVs. I wonder when the last time they
were driven off the pavement.

The newest anti-SUV campaign tries to
paint people who drive them as being the
moral equivalent of a terrorist. It’s tire-
some, and reminds me of the anti-smoking
campaigns of the 80s and '90s which tried
to paint smokers as some sort of moral
deviants.

There are good questions about SUV use.
Do people really need them? Many times
they don’t. There are also smaller SUVs that
do the job. Last spring I used a Ford Escape
to pick up a couple of canoeists. The 18-foot
canoe easily sat on the roof and it held four
200 pound guys and gear.

In a bizarre way, I'm hoping that the anti-
SUV campaign is successful.

Then us rednecks can have our trucks back
and we can drive them through the woods in
peace and quite - which is why we went there
in the first place.

Jeff Counts is a semiretired newspaperman who spends
as much time as he can in a muddy truck in the woods.

car dealers at rock bottom prices
allowing dealers to resell them for
retail value. But bargain seekers can
take heart: This week Auto
Liquidators of North America
has selected North Brother's Ford
Used Cars in Westland, Michigan to
be the official liquidation site for 228
of these incredible bargains.

This Thursday & Friday

January 27-31, North Brother's

Ford Used Cars of Westland,
Michigan will have 228 bank repos,
lease returns, and other used
vehicles for thousands below normal
values and will pass those savings on
to their customers.

"These have been acquired at
incredible savings from banks
(repos), Factory auctions and other
sources," Rick Huetter, Used Car |
Sales Manager of North Brother's
Ford said. "Our creditors have asked
us to sacrifice this inventory
immediately - regardless of loss of
profit. If that means selling these
vehicles for near or below wholesale,
then that is what we will do."

Every bank repo and other pre-
owned vehicle will be available for
just $29 plus a fee* and then start
making payments. "It's just that
simple," said Huetter. "To make
these bargains even easier, we'll
mark the payment right on the
windshield. Just pick a car and a
payment. You won't find a faster
easier way to get a great dealon a

pre-owned vehicle." approved credit.
Almost every type and price range ‘
will be available, from luxury, to Automotive
4x4's, to basic transportation. "With Consulting
pre-owned vehicles near an all time Expertise 2002 8
high, chances are we will have what g
PAID ADVERTISEMENT ! H

service and the best financial terms
possible. Huetter said, "we will have
over $5 million in financing available
for this event. So chances are we can
arrange financing for just about
anyone who is employed, regardless
of past history."

All trade-ins will be accepted
with a minimum $2000
guaranteed value and customers
are encouraged to bring their titles
or payment book to expedite
immediate delivery of these vehicles.

"The opportunity bargain hunters
have been waiting for is here.
Thursday & Friday in Westland.
Every bank repo and other used
vehicle is just $29 and then start
making payments. Customers won't
find a faster easier way to save big
money on a great used vehicle,"
Huetter said.

After the mega-sale ends at 6:00
p.m. Friday, January 31st, North
Brother's Ford will send many of
these vehicles to auction. Any
questions can be directed to 1-734-
524-1263. North Brother's Ford
Used Cars is located at 33300 Ford
Rd., between Wayne Rd. & Venoy in
Westland, Michigan. The hours of
this sale will be Thursday 9 am-9
pm, & Friday 9 am-6 pm. "We hope
to see everyone there and ready to
drive away with the deal of a
lifetime," said Huetter.

*#$29 plus tax, title and fees, with



http://www.observerandeccentnc.com
mailto:ppower@homecomm.net

A0 *(AB-ReWGC)  Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 30, 2003

www.observerandeccentric.com

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
CORRESPONDENT

For most kids, playing is just
plain fun. For children with
autism, it's a necessity.

“When they play, the social-
ization and communication
skills are developed,” said Patti
Regiani, who teaches preschool
for the Burger School for
Students with Autism in
Garden City.

“Qur students don’t have reg-
ular play skills. By playing, they
learn to use toys and they learn
to play with other kids,” said
Cindy Valdivia, who teaches
with Regiani at the Burger
Annex, the program’s second
school. That’s why the creation
of an outdoor playground at the
annex is so important. “It is out
of the question to take the kids
back to Burger to play,” Valdivia
said.

The Burger Annex, in con-
Jjunction with the Cambridge
Children’s Corner day care, is
raising money to build a play-
ground on Cambridge in
Garden City. The goal is
$40,000.

“That would get a nice
playscape with other equip-
ment,” Valdivia added. “It’s
something we have never really
had here”

Teachers, parents and stu-
dents are hoping that a spank-
ing new playscape will stand in
an empty field at the annex by
the end of this school year.

The fund-raising effort is
multi-faceted. The initial effort
began with letters to area busi-
nesses asking for donations.
“We wanted to see if we could
come up with some benefac-
tors,” Valdivia said.

Next came Little Caesars
pizza kits and candles, sales led
in part by the day care group.

“We are also asking parents to
make contacts,” Valdivia said.

SLOW RESULTS

But like any fund-raising
effort, particularly in an eco-
nomic downturn, results have
been slow.

“We've really only just got
started. We already got approval
from the school district (Garden
City) to build a playground in
the area,” Valdivia added.

Teachers and parents are
hoping one or more benefactors
will help the playground take
flight. A playroom within the
building was recently complet-
ed and the staff believes the out-
door playscape of molded plas-
tic is the next step.

“We are very excited about
this,” Regiani said.

The significance of an out-
door playground takes on more
importance when you realize
that parents cannot take their
children with autism to just any
park to play.

“They, tend to run and it
becomes unsafe,” Regiani
added. The fund-raising effort
is likely to include another
major fund-raiser, as well as
other sales. Volunteers also will
likely be tapped to help build
the playscape, the teachers said.

The Burger School is the
largest public school program in
the country that specializes in
educating students with autism
to successfully function in a
community.

Burger was started in 1973
before the federal government
mandated special education
programs. It was initially called
the Developmental Learning
Program, but took the Burger
name when it was moved to
that building in 1980.

The Burger School is a center
program operated by the
Garden City Public Schools.
Students come from 34 school
districts throughout Wayne
County. Each of the home dis-
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tricts provides transportation
for their students who attend
the center.

“Eighty-five percent of our
students have some kind of
mental (cognitive) impairment,”
Valdivia said. On the other
hand, some of the 5-year-olds
are already tackling math skills.
“There is really a wide range of
functioning.”

To attend the Burger School,
students must be referred from
their local school district.

“They have to have some type
of disability,” Regiani said. “We
have staff who will make the
determination.”

| LOCAL NEWS |

A 'CLOSE-KNIT GROUP’

Because of the need for indi-
vidual attention, Burger offers
two staff members for each
class of five students in the pre-
school program, for example.

The closeness of the program
with students, teachers and
parents has made Burger “a
close-knit group,” Valdivia said.

In Michigan, teachers who
are certified to teach students
with autism have a teaching
certificate, an endorsement in a
special needs area and an addi-
tional endorsement for teach-
ing students with autism.

Day care, school aim for new playground

Burger’s Preschool Program
offers a team teaching
approach and focuses on
increased environmental
awareness.

The Secondary Program
offers individual education that
focuses on giving young adults
with autism the skills to
become active, participating
members of society,

To serve as a benefactor for the new
playground or to offer any kind of help
to reach the fund-raising goal, call
Regiani or Valdivia at (734) 762-8445
or Sonya Griwicki, Cambridge Childcare
program director, at (734) 762-8440.
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YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

PARISIAN
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Shootin’ hoops
The Harlem Globetrotters,
basketball's newest Hall of
Famers, bring their
“Reclaiming the Game”
World Tour to The Palace of
Auburn Hills 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb.l. Tickets at

b . %

$22.50, $19.50 and $14.50
reserved are on sale now at
Palacenet.com,

The Palace Box Office and
all Ticketmaster centers.
(248) 645-6666

" Free concert

Soprano Glenda Kirkland
will perform music by
Schubert, Schumann,
Brahms, Strauss and
Debussy, as well as spirituals
and hymns, at 2 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 2, at Nardin
Park United Methodist
Church, 29887 W. 11 Mile, just
west of Middlebelt, in
Farmington Hills.

Areception will be held at
1:30 p.m. Kirkiand has per-
formed with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and
trained at the Julliard School
of Music.

For more information, call
(248) 476-8860

Quick wit

Kivi Rogers performs
through Saturday at Ann
Arbor Comedy Showcase,
14 £ Liberty, Ann Arbor,
Rogers has appeared in
films, including The Amati
Girls and Romy and

Michelle's High School
Reunion and has guest
starred on many television
shows, such as Everybody
Loves Raymond and Dharma
and Greg.

He recently appeared
on The Tonight Show With
Jay Leno.

Shows are at 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, Jan. 30-
Feb.1, and at 10:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 31-Feb.
1. Tickets range from $7-$13.
(734) 996-9080

& CD release

Gorden Bennett performs
with Barstar & Pushing 33 at
a CD release party, 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 1, at Magic
Bag, 22920 Woodward,
Ferndale.

Tickets are 87 at the
door.

For more information,
call (248) 544-3030

GALLERIES @ THEATER % DANCE = DINING

PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jim McNiff (as Max Haliiday) and Jillian Buckshaw (Margot Wendice) fall in love in the next to the last Spotlight Players production at the Water
Tower Theatre in Northville. The murder mystery opens Friday night.

Mystery abounds

Spotlight Players productions in the dark until 2004

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

» uspense haunts the Water Tower Theatre,
ongtime home of the Spotlight Players.

“# Like its current production, Dial M for
Murder, there’s a great deal of mystery sur-
rounding the future. The dramatic lighting of
the Frederick Knott thriller echoes the darkness
that president Mary Lynn Kuna and the rest of
the members find themselves in - at least for the
next 18 months or so.

The Northville Psychiatric Hospital closes
permanently this summer and so too the theater
on its campus. The hitch is the new Canton
Performing Arts and Education Center isnt
scheduled to open until fall 2004. That’s where
the Spotlight Players eventually take up resi-
dence as the permanent theater company.
They've been anticipating the move for some
time, going so far as to change their name from
the Plymouth Theatre Guild to appeal to crowds
regionally.

Kuna and husband Ken volunteered many
hours to ensure the success of the performing
arts center, including serving on a committee to
design the new building featuring 400 seats and
30,000 square feet of space. But right now her
major concern is producing Dial M for Murder
and overseeing the next show A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forumin late
April and early May. Dial M for Murder opens
Friday, Jan. 31.

UP IN THE AIR

“The future’s uncertain,’ said Kuna. “We've been
talking about possibly doing dinner theater at the
Summit on the Park (cornmunity center) in the

David Fedewa (Captain Lesgate) and Jillian Buckshaw
{Margot Wendice) rehearse one of the thrilling scenes

in Dial M for Murder. Steve Sedore (left as Tony Wendice),
Dennis Hubel (Inspector Hubbard), Jim McNiff (Max
Halliday) and Jillian Buckshaw (as Margot Wendice)

are caught up in a murder mystery in the next to the last
production at the Water Tower Theatre in Northville.

interim but there would be problems to overcome

like blocking out the light from the windows.
“There’s no doubt it’s a daunting challenge.

We just hope people will come out before the

PLEASE SEE PLAYERS, B5

DIAL M
FOR MURDER

What: Spotlight
Players (formerly
the Plymouth
Theatre Guild)
presents
Frederick Knott's
murder mystery

When: 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday,
Jan. 31-Feb. 1,
7-8 and 14-15,
and 6 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 9

Where: Water
Tower Theatre,
41001 W. Seven Mile
on the Northville
Psychiatric
Hospital campus

Tickets:
$10, $7 ages 2-18.
Call (248) 349-1110

Somaoriin

Artistic
Expressions

Linda
Chomin ]

Survey relays
good news in
arts education,
what still needs
to be done

arbara Kratchman doesn’t
have to sell me on the impor-
tance of arts education in the
schools. When I heard about
ArtServe Michigan releasing a sur-
vey conducted by their Southfield-
based arts advocacy agency,
Michigan Department of
Education and Michigan Council
for Arts & Cultural Affairs, I want-
ed to know more about the quality
and quantity of visual arts, music,
dance and drama programs for stu-
dents in K-12.

Luckily for me, I grew up with
parents who believed in their
importance. During the day, my
brother, sister and I learned about
the master painters in the class-
rooms of St. Gabriel’s School in
southwest Detroit. In the after-
noons and evenings, we studied
piano, ballet and tap. Later I stud-
ied drama in college. Even though I
didn’t seek a career as a painter or
performer, I went on to put all of
this to use covering arts and enter-
tainment for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers for the last
12 years.

The arts enrich our lives in ways
we don’t stop to think about on a
daily basis. Studies have shown
that learning to play music
expands the mind and in particular
improves mathematics scores. In
addition, the arts help develop
problem-solving skills, build self

- esteem and increase cross-cultural

understanding - areas critical to
life whether on the job or at home.
Tlat’s why it was important to do
the Arts Alive Survey of Michigan
schools. Of 1,600 schools contacted,
308 responded, including
Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills,
Plymouth-Canton, Livonia, Troy,
Southfield and Clarenceville, We
needed to know about arts require-
ments, separate programs for special
needs and gifted students and per-
cent of week elementary students
were taught music by a music spe-
cialist. An Arts Educators Survey fol-
lowed with specific questions on the
most critical needs for arts education
in a teacher’s district. Copies are
available for purchase or in PDF
form on the Web sites www.art-
servemichigan.org,
www.michigan.gov.mde and
www.cis.state.mi.us/arts/home/htm.
“The good news is there’s lots
going on and a great deal of enthu-
siasm, said Kratchman, president
of ArtServe Michigan. “Districts,
teachers, parents want to see more,
Research shows the need for ade-
quate facilities, materials, the need
to understand the importance of

PLEASE SEE SURVEY, B2

Area restaurants celébrate

the Chinese New Year

BY ELEANOR HEALD
CORRESPONDENT

Dating from 2,600 B.C., the Chinese Lunar
New Year is the longest chronological record in
history. Similar to the western calendar, it is
yearly, with the start of the lunar year based on
cycles of the moon. A complete cycle takes 60
years and is composed of five cycles of 12 years,
each named after an animal.

The Chinese believe that the animal ruling
the year in which a person is born profoundly
influences personality. “This is the animal that
hides in your heart,” is a common expression.

Saturday, Feb. 1, 2003, begins the New Year
on the Chinese calendar. Depending on the

: EATING OUT

source, it is the year of the goat, sheep or ram.
All these animals for one year?

“Not really,” said Raymond Wong, owner of
WOW Pan Asian Cuisine in Royal Oak. “In
Chinese, all these animals have the same charac-
ter. In English, there are multiple translations.”

So choose your animal and start celebrating!
It seems that goat, sheep or ram people, born in
1919, 1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979 and 1991, are
quite charming and have good taste. This latter
is important if we're talking about celebrating

PLEASE SEE CHINESE, B6

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

This festive seafood platter features lobster, a whole fish, shrimp, pork, duck chicken,
fotus, baby bok choy, mushroom and fat choy. Fish is a Chinese New Year tradition.

Makes no difference as long as you take
time to put your feet up, get comfortable
and spend some time with us.

o e v b e v

Ply:nouth, Mich, 46170
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Barbershop quartets to sing Valentines

Two of the Barbershop
Harmony Society’s top-rank-
ing quartets will headline the
Detroit-Oakland Chapter’s
64th Annual Parade of
Harmony, Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 14-15 at
Clarenceville High School,
20155 Middlebelt, north of
Seven Mile, Livonia.

Power Play, the 2002
International Quartet third
place medalists will perform
both days, along with Fourman
Fishin Tackle Choir, the 2000
Pioneer District Champs.

The chapter’s 50-man cho-
rus, Gentlemen songsters, will
sing barbershop favorites with
a Valentine Memories theme.
Four quartets from the
Detroit-Oakland Chapter —
Nightshift, Shinding, Todays
Special and Four Wheel Drive
— also will perform. The chap-

The Four Man Fishin' Tackle Choir performs Valentine concerts Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 14-15 in Livonia.

ter ensemble, Valentine Voices,
will appear as a part of the
chorus performance.

Tickets are $16 for the
Friday show and $17 for
Saturday night. All seats are
reserved. For tickets, send a
check payable to Detroit-

Oakland Chapter, SPEBSQSA,
Inc, along with a self-
addressed stamped envelope,
to Francis Durham, 19907
Schoolhouse Court, Northville,
MI 48167. Or for more infor-
mation call Tom Uicker at
(248) 559-7082.

Bloomfield.

Feb. 7.

rently working on a fourth.

The concert is open to the community at
no charge. The band will also be involved in a
special Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m. Friday,

Eighteen is a trio that blends modern rock
and Judaism. The Nashville-based band has
become the number one musical attraction at
Reform and other Jewish camps across
North America as well as campus Hillels.
Songs such as B'tzelem, Chazak and L’takein
(the Na Na Song) have become staples. The
band has three CDs to its credit and is cur-

According to lead singer Dan Nichols,
Eighteen is one of a handful of Jewish bands
or soloists that tour constantly (more than
200 shows a year), thereby making a living

Jewish band to perform

The Jewish rock band, Eighteen will play
in a Havdalah service and concert at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at Temple Shir
Shalom, 3999 Walnut Lake Road, West

singing Jewish songs, half of which are in
Hebrew. Nichols says the band considers
itself to be on the cutting edge, not only
doing musical prayer but rock that is similar
to the sound of bands such as Third Eye
Blind or Bare Naked Ladies. In addition,
their Mi Chamocha, V'Shamru, Hinei Mah
Tov and others have become part of the litur-
gy across the nation.

Several songs have been co-written with
fellow camper and boyhood friend Rabbi
Michael Moskowitz of Shir Shalom. s

Nichols’ involvement in Jewish music
began when he served as head songleader at
a Jewish summer camp. He has served as a
cantorial soloist at congregations in Raleigh,
N.C. and Nashville, Tenn. He has fronted
bands that have performed with Hootie and
the Blowfish and Ben Folds Five.

For more information call Temple Shir
Shalom at (24:8) 737-8700 or visit the band’s
Web site at Jewishrock.com.

SURVEY

FROM PAGE B1

the arts in education. It’s up to
parents and administrators to
understand how arts can edu-
cate their students.”

PARENTS AND THE ARTS

So what can we do to ensure
every child learns about
Michelangelo, Beethoven, play-
wright Neil Simon, and modern
choreographers like Martha
Graham? Kratchman says it all
starts at home. To keep the arts
alive in schools, parents have to
become involved. That means
being in contact with the school
board and department of edu-
cation to see how they’re assess-
ing schools. Did you know that
in Michigan students don’t

have to take any arts classes in
order to graduate?

“They have to make their
voices heard,” said
Kratchman.“Contact the PTA,
legislators, board of education,
newspapers, and write letters to
the editors.”

Ana Cardona believes in stir-
ring things up to accomplish
her goals. When she came
became the Michigan
Department of Education con-
sultant for arts education more
than eight years ago, her first
project was to assess the state
of the arts in Michigan. That’s
why she was anxious to.partner
with ArtServe Michigan and
the Michigan Council for Arts
& Cultural Affairs on the study.
It will help her provide leader-
ship to districts and teachers on
content - what students learn
in the arts, how they learn it.

“The good news is even with
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PRICED T0 SELL
Beautiful 4 bedroom 2 5 bath

colonial, hardwood foors,
family room fireplace, newer
eindows & roof Finsshed |
basement with wet bar
$271,900. 37845 Ladywood
Open house Sat & Sun i2-5.
248-330-1773

PR%NT!NB PRESS GPEEAYOR
Sir Spaedy Printing In Livonia
15 aceepting appheations for
Press Operator Duties will
include operation of QM-46-2,
Itek 985. AB Dick 9850, and
assorted bindery equipment.

‘Call Tom at (248) 476-8130
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SALES-INSURANCE
Retirad early? Looking for
additional mcome? Full of
part time? A commission
sales posttion with NuStar
Insurance Agency 1S iter-
asting and hinancially
rewarding Experignce not
required, tramning providsd

Call 1-800-462-8255

room w/hardwood floors. 373
Hickory (248) 280-2967

Rooms For Rent @ '

NORTHVILLE room for rent’
genetleman only please. Share
bath, non smoking. $75/wk + :

s Fm e CUSTOMER Sport Utifty
TROY 3 BEDROOM, appi- SERVIGE-
ances, 2 car garage. fa?r‘x)xiy INSURANCE MOUNTAINEER 1997 -V8,

Personal Lines CSR for
nsurance agenc in Now.
Insurance experience and

computer background

required Excelent warking
environment and benefits
Fax resume fo:

248-380-6178

AWD, 6 CD changer w/prem-
um sound, power moonroof,
absolutely clean, new tires,
brakes, shocks, more All
records Garage nurtured 124
K hwy. mi $10,000/best
734-673-1380
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{Formerly The Plymouth Theatre Guild)

NOW SHOWING!

Dial-M for Murder
January 31

February |,

Showtimes: Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm -

7,8,9,14,15

Tunday, Feb.9, at épm.

Adults over TB: 5!0
Youth 2-18: $7
General Seating.

Call 248349 7110 for more information

Tickets available-at door no sooner- than: one-hour before: performance.: All performan(es areat [he Water Tov.er
Theatre, located on the campus of the-Northville Psychiatric Hospital, 41001 W. Seven Mile Ad., Northville ©
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ups and downs of economy
since last survey 12 years ago,
the arts are still in Michigan
schools,” said Cardona. “People
have been resourceful. Music
and visual arts have a good
presence.”

The bad news? “Dance and
theater are not in our elementary
schools as much as they need to
be,” continued Cardona. “Another
surprising piece of information
for me was the number of profes-
sional opportunities for educa-
tors. It was shocking to me that
56 percent provided zero days for
teachers to improve their skills in
the arts”

NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY

There definitely needs to be
an accountability system put
into place in regards to arts
education in schools, As educa-
tron and funding programs
couordinator for Michigan
Council for Arts & Cultural
Affairs, Vincent Kitch hopes to
change that after reviewing the
survey.

“It was desperately needed to
have a baseline of where we
are,” said Kitch. “It wasn’t as
bleak as what I worried it
would be. There are lots of
good opportunities for students

“BEST

in the state, good model pro-
grams, maybe we can network
but there are lots of challenges
out there, so many avenues to
pursue. We have to educate the
superintendents, principals
about the importance of art
education. While math, science
and reading are important, the
arts provide a whole education
for a child. I'd like to see a poli-
¢y with a graduation require-
ment for the arts. That’s impor-
tant. But it starts with parents.
Parents have to be involved
with the schools, interested, to
affect policy and change. Those
are important parts of your
children’s education and that
needs to be conveyed to people
who run the schools.”

Jennifer Tobin has been try-
ing to do just that for the last
several years. As not only a
mother but executive director
of the Plymouth Community
Arts Council, she’s met with
school administrators, sat in on
school board meetings, and
shé’s frustrated about trying to
get them to hire an arts direc-
tor to coordinate programs in
and out of school. But giving up
is not in her vocabulary.

“A number of arts organiza-
tions first banded together five
to six years ago thinking about
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ways to get arts back into
schools,” said Tobin. “We began
applying for grants so that
every grade would have a cer-
tain art experience. We built a
model with a couple elemen-
tary schools and began working
to send Purple Rose Theatre
into schools to help elementary
students put together their own
theater piece. For several years
we’ve been raising funds by
holding ArtReach Luncheons
to send all fifth-graders to the
DIAY

WORKING TOGETHER

Maybe that’s partially the
answer. We all need to work
together to ensure a future for
the arts. The Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra takes a
quartet into the classroom of
third- and fourth-grade stu-
dents to prepare them to attend
a concert which they perform.

One of the findings of the
survey that surprised
Kratchman were the cultural
and arts organizations supple-
menting programming in the
schools.

“That’s why the arts council
was originally started in 1969
by Joanne Hulce to help put
more arts in the schools with
volunteers who take the visual
arts into the schools,” said
Tobin. “Im excited about the
study. Our district is doing a
good job in the arts but we all
need to build audiences in the

L
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future - participants and sup- :
porters.” ’
Janet Torno agrees with
Tobin that cultural arts organi-
zations need to take an active
role. As executive director of

the Birmingham Bloomfield

Art Center, she oversees a myri- |

ad of programs including a
regional high school art show
in April, internships for stu-
dents, a career day that brings
students and art professionals
together, and BBAC teachers
who bring art instruction into
the schools.

“I'm excited about the survey ,
and one they’re going to do in
the future on cultural organiza-~
tions supplementing arts in the .
schools,” said Torno. “It could
help us partner with other
groups. Arts organizations
haven’t been organized. I'd like
to see us spending mote time
on collaboration.

“I just returned from a con-
ference for the American
Association of Museums where
I brought back an ideafora |
dialogue with different organi-
zations in the community - ’
how we might work together
for the arts” N

A

-~

What are your thoughts
on strengthening arts education? Do -
you plan to read the Arts Alive survey?’
Drop a line to Observer & Eccentric
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin at
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia Ml 48150;
fax at (734) 591-7279; or send e-mail
to Ichomin@ oe. homecomm. net.
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Weekend for Two
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FOR 2 GUESTS just that

248-348-5000 or 800-713-3513!

REKINDLE THE ROMANCE.

Book your "Weekend for Two" for Valentine's Day now
at the Doubletree Hotel - Novi.

Valentine's Day, the perfect opportunity for a
fittle heart-to-heart time And our "Weekend
for Two" package makes it a lot easter to do
This Valentine's Day Package

includes Overnight Accommodations for Two,
Warm Chocolate Chip Cookies and a Red Rose at Check~!n,‘
Complhimentary Bottle of Champagne or Sparkling Cider, Dinner for
Two Your Choice of Room Service or the Oaks Grille Restaurant
(Drinks Excluded), Complimentary In Room Movie, Breakfast for

Two in the Oaks Griile Restaurant Make your reservations today!

G

DOUBLETREE
HOTEL

k

NOVI
27000 Sheraton Dr
Novi Mt 48377

248-348-5000

Sweet Dreams

Rate 15 per room, per might, based on double occupancy Rate 1s subject to change without notice Rate may vary
by day of week Not applicable to groups Subject to availability Additional restrictions may apply Room- only
rates available Breakfast does not include room service and 15 hmited to two adults and two children per room

©2003 Hiiton Corporation www doubletreehotel com
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Feline
ntasy

Catson the prowl at

the Fisher

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Portraying life as a junkyard
cat is not as easy as cast mem-
bers of the Andrew Lloyd
Webber musical make it
appear. All that pouncing and
strutting across the stage takes
a toll on the body. Just ask two
of the spirited felines coming to
the Fisher Theatre to perform
in the show based on the T.S.
Eliot tale Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats. It’s difficult cat-
ting around all night then ris-
ing early the next morning,
That’s probably why cats love to
sleep in sunny places all day
long.

These two were up at the
crack of noon to talk about the
show which recently landed in
Atlanta, Ga., for a one-week
run. The Feb. 4-23 Detroit
stop-over is the exception on a
Cats tour that plays cities in
seven-day spurts.

“It’s difficult on the body,”
said Joey Abramowicz, who
took over as Tumblebrutus
when the actor playing the role
left after sustaining injuries.
Tumblebrutus is a bit of a juve-
nile delinquent that thinks he’s
the cat’s meow with the ladies.

“I'm constantly on my hands
and knees because I'm a young
cat. My knees and feet get a real
beating. I wake up some morn-
ings and it’s such an effort to
get out of bed. You hurt and
push through it.

“Some people say the show’s
fluff but it combines singing,
dancing and acting. You put on
spandex and a black wig and
see how easy it is. I'm soaking
wet by the fourth or fifth num-
ber and most of us are on stage
the entire show.”

Abramowicz wouldn’t entertain
thoughts of another career
regardless of the aches and pains
he’s enduring, It's been his dream
to perform in professional shows
since he was a kid taking part in
community theater in New
Orleans.

He first saw Cats at age 9 on
Broadway and then in New
Orleans a few years later. After
earning a degree in theater
from the University of
Mississippi, he moved to New
York in search of acting jobs.
Detroit audiences may remem-
ber him in Funny Girllast year.
He landed a role in Cats at the
Westchester Broadway Theater
45 minutes north of Manhattan
shortly after. Director and cho-
reographer Richard Stafford
saw what he liked and cast him
in the touring production.

“When I first saw it when I
was a kid I thought it was

Bowlathon
needs pledges,
bowlers

" Cass Community Social
Services is sponsoring a Bowl-
athon to help fund an evening
recreation program for the
Developmentally Disabled in
Metro Detroit.

Eighty bowlers will pack
Berkley’s Hartfield Lanes at 2
p.m., Feb. 2. Five regulars from
the Cass Community Social
Services program will bowl as a
team.

Anyone interested in bowling
or sponsoring one of the Cass
Community Social Services
bowlers, can call volunteer
coordinator Kris Ritter at (313)
883-~2277.

Theatre

amazing,” said the 24-year-old
Abramowicz. “It’s part of our
culture, our history. I run into
people who say what’s Cats?
How do you not know what
Cats is? Where have you been
the last 23 years?”

KUDOS FOR SHOW

Words like spectacle and high
energy have been used to
describe Cats since it first
opened in the New London
Theatre in the West End in 1981
and then in Winter Garden
Theatre in New York City in
1982, It went on to win seven
1983 Tony Awards in categories
such as Best Musical, Best Book
of a Musical, Best Lighting and
Best Costumes. By the time it
closed in Manhattan in 2000 it
was the longest running musical
on Broadway.

So how is it cast member Karl
Warden had never heard of it?
Warden seems to know more
about the 1968 World Seriés
champion Detroit Tigers but
that’s only natural since his father,
Jon, was a relief pitcher for the
team. Every other weekend, he'd
travel from Cincinnati to Detroit
to take in the games and support
the players. Now, dozens of

The cast of Cats turn the stage of the Fisher Theatre into a junkyard spectacular.

Detroit Tigers reciprocate by
attending the Cats Feb. 21 show.

‘Tm excited to be performing
in a town my dad performed
in,” said Warden. “The most .
exciting part is the final bow
when the lights go up and you
can see their faces and they’re
so excited. It’s kind of gratifying
knowing that I did my job and
did it well”

Warden might have missed the
glamour of the stage and gone on
to become an athlete like his
father if not for taking dance and
drama classes in college. As a
youngster, he'd taken tap and
tumbling but never thought
about acting in musical theater.

“I didn’t know there was a
Broadway,” said the 23-year-old
Warden. “I was in a whole other
world until I went to the
University of Tennessee on a
diving scholarship. From there,
I moved to New York City and
began acting on Broadway and
then got the role in Cats.

WEAR AND TEAR

“My biggest challenge is that
the show’s physically demand-
ing. You have to stay on top of
your body. It’s like being an
athlete. I ice my body, my knees
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"The COUPONS Are
Coming Are Comingl.....
The COUPONS Are
Coming Are Coming! "

Starting in January, The Observer &
Eccentric will be including a special
Coupon Book in the newspaper for you
to take advantage of!
will run the last Thursday of each
month in Wayne County and S.
Oakland County! You can look for your
local businesses to be advertising their

special coupons there!

This is just another way that

"We work for YOU!"

If you're a business looking to advertise in
this Coupon Book give us a call today!

@bserver & Eccentric

If you'd like information on how you can advertise
in The Coupon Book, please call:
1-800-579-7355

v

This coupon book
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Abramowicz

and feet, for an hour after each

show.”
Any pain Warden feels is

soon forgotten when the music

and lights explode onto the

stage of Cats. He’s caught up in

a fantasy world where once a
year a tribe of felines reunite
for a gala ball. It is here he
becomes Plato, then Macavity.
“Plato’s a big cat with his
head in the clouds, kind of a
gentle giant,” said Warden.
“That’s the first act then I have
to paint the face of Macavity

Warden

over Plato and add to the cos-
tume. Macavity’s big and spiky
- red, black, white and orange.
He tries to break into the tribe
and ball. At the end I'm Plato
again. I've gotten so I can do
makeup really fast. I didn’t
realize Catshad such elaborate
costumes and makeup. It
amazes people how we paint it
on. There’s a lot of magic on
and off stage. People always
want to know how we do it.”

Ichomin@oe homecomm net | (734) 953-2145

CATS

What: The Tony Award-winning

musical based on T.S.
Eliot's Old Possum'’s Book
of Practical Cats with music
by Andrew Lloyd Webber

When:

Feb. 4-23. Curtain times

are 8 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday,

2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
and 7:30 p.m. Sunday

Where:

Fisher Theatre
in the Fisher Building,
West Grand Boulevard
and Second, Detroit

Tickets:

.

$32.50-565.50, are available
by calling (248) 645-6666.
For information and
directions, (313) 872-1000
or visit the Web site at

www.nederlanderdetroit.com
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DETROIT OPERA HOUSE
Sunday, February 9, 2003, 3:00 p.m.
Group Sales Info: (313) 237-3409
Ticketmaster or Call: (248) 645-6666
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PROFESSIONAL THEATER

Meadow Brook Theatre

Presents the Shaw Festival's
Candida runs through Feb. 2 at
Wilson Hall, Oakland University,
Rochester Hills. Tickets $19-$38.
Call (248) 377-3300 for perform-
ance times and ticket information.
Music Hall

The Black Ensemble Theater
Touring Company presents the
debut of The Jackie Wilson Story
(My Heart is Crying, Crying) for
eight performances only, Feb. 4-9,
at Music Hall, Detroit. $22.50-
$37.50 and available at the Music
Hall box office, Ticketmaster out-
lets or online at ticketmaster.com.
(313) 963-2366

CHILDREN'S THEATER

Southfield Parks & Recreation
Building

Storyteller, lvory D. Williams, will
be visiting from 1:30-2:15 p.m.,
Feb. 8 at 26000 Evergreen Road
in the Southfield Municipal
Complex as part of the Kids
Koncert series, This perform-
ance is suitable for children 4-10
years old and their parents.
Tickets are $4 per person (group
discounts available) (248) 354~
9603

COMMUNITY THEATER

Farmington Players

Present Laughter continues Jan.
31to Feb. 22, with tickets priced
at $13, seniors half price on
Sundays. Show times are 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 31-Feb.1,
Feb. 7-8, Feb. 14-15, Feh. 21-22,
and Thursday, Feb. 13 and 20,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2, 9 and
16, at the new theater, 32332 W.
12 Mile, west of Orchard Lake
Road, Farmington Hills . Tickets
for the gala are $100 per person.
Call (248) 219-0800 or visit the
Web site at www.farmingtonplay-
ers.org

Spotlight Players

The former Plymouth Theatre
Guild presents Frederick Knotts'
murder mystery Dial M for
Murder 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Jan. 31-Feb.1, 7-8 and 14-15, and 6
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 9, at the Water
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Tower Theatre, 41001 West Seven

Mile on the Northville
Psychiatric Hospital campus,
$10, $7 ages 2-18. (248) 349-7110
Stagecrafters

Chicago continues to Feb. 9, at
the historic Baldwin Theatre, 415
South Lafayette, in downtown
Royal Oak. Show times are 8 p.m.
Jan. 30-31, Feb.1and 7-8; 2 p.m.
Feb. 2 and 9. Feb. 7 performance
is signed for the deaf. $14
Thursday, $16 on Friday-Sunday.
(248) 541-6430

Floyd Collinseb. 21-23, 21-28,
March 1-2, 7-9 on the 2nd Stage
at the Baldwin Theatre. Call
(248) 541-6430 for tickets (510)
Village Players

The Fantasticks continues 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday Jan. 31-Feb.
1and Feb. 7-8, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 2, at the playhouse, 34660
Woodward, Birmingham. $15.
(248) 644-2075

COLLEGE THEATER

Bonstelle Theatre
A Moon For the Misbegotten by

|

Eugene O'Neil 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 31-Feb.1; 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 2, at 3424
Woodward Avenue, Detroit.
(313)577-2960

Hilberry Theatre
The Philadelphia Story, 8 p.m.
Feb. 2, at 4743 Cass Avenue,
Detroit. (313) 577-2972
Cloud 9 by Caryl Churchilt, 2 p.m.
Feb.15; 8 p.m. Jan. 30, 31, Feb. 14,
15,20 and March 1

University of Detroit Mercy
The Theatre Company premiers
Franny's Way, by Richard Nelson
at 8 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, 2 p.m. on Sundays,
from Feb. 3-23 at 8200 West
Outer Drive, Detroit af the
McAuley OnStage Theatre.
Tickets from $8-$12. (313) 993-
6461

SPECIAL EVENTS

Farmington Community

Band §
Valentine Dinner Dance,
6:30 p.m., cocktail
hour, 7:30 p.m. din- .
ner, Feb.14, at ‘
Glen Oaks
Country Club,
30500 West 13
Mile, Farmington Hifls. ©
$300 for table of eight; $80
for two; $43 for one.
Reservations accepted until Feb.
7.(134) 261-2202

Farmington Musicale
Presents a Valentine program
“Love - American Style”12:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, at
Hammelf Music on Middlebelt in
Livonia. The program consists of
a variety of piano and vocal
solos. Guests $3, Farmington

" Musicale members free. (734)
427-0040 for Hammell Music.

Meadow Brook Theatre
“Luncheon On The Aiste” 11:30
a.m., April 25 at Oakland
University, Rochester. Box lunch,
watch play rehearsal, browse
the Bake and Spring Plant Sales.
All sales benefit the theatre.
(248) 375-0850 for more infor-
mation and reservations

. Oakland University

Celebrates African-American
Celepration Month continuing to
Feb 20 Akanke' African Dancers
and Drum Troupe 7-9 pm, Jan.
31 at Varner Recital Hall, Varner
Hall; Music, the Souls of Black
Folk, 8 p.m. Feb. 4 at Gold
Rooms, Oakland Center; Step
Afrikal, 8 p.m. Feb. 5 at Pioneer
Food Court, Oakland Center;

For Colored Girls Who Have
Considered Suicide When The
Rainbow Is Enuf, 8 p.m. Feb. 7-8,
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10 a.m. Feb. 11-12 at Varner Studio -

Theatre, Varner Hall;
The Voices of Black Folk
Expressed Through Poetry, 6:30
p.m. Feb. 10, at Honors College,
112 Vandenberg Hall; A Taste of
Africa Gala featuring music, art
and food, 4-8 p.m. Feb. 14, at
Recreation and Athietics Center;
Drum and Dance Workshop and
Crafts, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 17, at
Fireside Lounge, Oakland Center.
Al events at Oakland University
in Rochester (248) 370-4345 for
more information.

Singing Valentines
A barbershop quartet from
Wayne Chapter of the

Barbershop Harmony Society will

serenade your sweetheart at

|
i
i
i
|
i
|
|
|
|
i
i
i
i
1
1
|
|
|

Emmy Award-winning comedienne, Vicki Lawrence, performs at 8

p.m., Saturday, Feb. 1, at the Millennium Centre, 15600 J.L. Hudson

Drive, Southfield. Tickets for “Vicki Lawrence and Mama: A Two-

Woman Show,” ranged from $28-$45 and are available by calling

(248) 557-PLAY. The show includes a mixture of stand-up comedy,
| music and Lawrence's observations about life.

home, work or anywhere else
you choose in Wayne, Westland,
Garden City, Plymouth, Canton or
Livonia. In addition to the sere-
nade, the person receives a red
rose and personalized

- Valentine's Day card. The vocal-
ists will even deliver your special
personal gift. The cost ts $40. If
you wish to sing with the quartet
when the valentine Is delivered,
the cost 1s only $20 To schedule
singers between 8 a.m. and 9
p.m. on Feb, 14-16, call (734) 981-
6342 or send e-mail to valen-
tines@WeSingBarbershop.com.
Orders will be taken to Feb. 11,

CLASSICAL

Ambassador Quintet
An interactive concert for chil-
dren ages 4-7 at 11 a.m. Saturday,
March 8, at the Farmington
Players Barn Theater,
Farmington Hills. $11. (248) 473-
1857 or (248) 473-1800

Cranbrook Music Guild
Debussy Quartet, 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 4, at the Sanctuary of Christ
Church Cranbrook, Cranbrook
and Lone Pine roads, Bloomfield
Hills. $30, $15 students (248)
644-6352

Detroit Chamber Winds &

Strings
The brass ensemble performs 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, features Henri
Tomasi's Liturgical Fanfares and
selections spanning 4 centuries,
7:15 p.m. Preview with Thomas

Jay Stielstra's North Country Opera plays The Ark in Ann Arbor Saturday-Tuesday, Feb. 1-4. Tickets are
$20, $12.50 with student ID, union card or fishing license. Call (734) 763-TKTS. First performed in
1982, North Country Operais a love story that takes place in northern Michigan. A sequel picking up
20-years later in North Country Opera Continued debuts May 3-6 at The Ark. Born in'Ludington,
Stielstra sets most of his work in Michigan's north country.

YDoo-WOP CONCERT
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Hitchman and DCWS on the
alphorn, at First Presbyterian
Church, on Maple between

Southfield and Cranbrook roads,

Birmingham. $25, $19 seniors
and students. (248) 559-2095
First Presbyterian Church

Detroit Chamber Winds & Strings

presents a 15-musician brass

ensembleat 8 pm, Feb 7 witha

715 pm preview by Thomas
Hitchman for its Totally Tubular
concert at 1669 West Maple
Road, Birmingham. Tickets are
$25, $19/seniors and students.
(248) 559-2095

Nardin Park United Methodist

Church

Glenda Kirkland performs 2 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 2, at 29887 West 1t
Mife Road, Farmington Hills. A
light reception precedes the
concert at 1:30 p.m. Free admis-
sion. (248) 476-8860

Plymouth Symphony Orchestra
Concert Feb. 8 af Our Lady of
Good Counsel Church. Tickets
Stefadults, St4/seniors, $10/col-
lege students, K-12/free. For
more information call (734) 451
2112 or by e-mail, plymouthsym-
phony@aol.com

Redford Civic Symphony
Family Concert 3 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 9, includes selections from
Modeste Mussorgski, Ernesto
Lecuona, Meredith Wilson,
Joseph Haydn, and Leroy
Anderson. Featured artist is
Leah Diehl performing a horn
concerto, at Thurston High
School, Redford. No charge.

OPERA

Great Lakes Lyric Opera

Presents A Bayou Legend, a con-

temporary opera by African
American composer William
Grant Still 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 13, at the Charles H. Wright
Museum of African American
History, Detroit. $20. A matinee

for students will be presented at

MAKING CONTACT

Please submit items
for publication in Going
Places to Linda Chomin
two weeks in advance
of event. Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48150
or fax (734) 591-1219

$
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YOUR GUIDE TO SUBURBAN ENTERTAINMENT

11 a.m. Feb.13. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 494-5869. And
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15, at
Southfield Centre for the Arts,
24350 Southfield road, south of
10 Mile. $12. (248) 3549603

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS

Oakland University
The Cecchetti Council of
America holding its annual
Ballet Day from 9 a.m.-4:45 p.m.
Feb. 9 at Oakland University,
Varner Hall in Rochester.
Cost of pre-registra-
tion is 520 for the
first class and $15
. for each adai-
. tional class.
Walk-ins are
520 per
class if
. space is
available.
For more

the Couch: A Conference on
Jane Austen's Emma, at 9 a.m.
Feb. 9 at Meadow Brook Hall on
Oakland University campus,

the public, however, pre-regis-
tration by phone is required. A
gratis lunch will be offered to

_ the first 65 registrants. To regis-
ter for the conference and
lunch, call (248) 370-2250

BENEFITS

'70s Bash

The Plymouth Community Arts
Councif is holding its annual din-
ner-dance and auction Friday,
March 14, at St. John's Golf and
Conference Center in Plymouth,
“Passions of the Past: A '70s
Bash" is the theme of this year's
event that raises money for the

Rochester. It is free and opento |
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Bounce, 8 p.m. Feb. 16. Nancy
Steltmann, 8 p.m. Feb. 22. ICP
Orchestra, 8 p.m. March 29
Larry Nozero Jazz Quintet
Performs 8 p.m. to midnight
Monday at Mitch Housey's Food
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520
or visit www. larrynozero. com.
Orchard Ridge Campus, Smith

. Theatre
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Peekin' at the Blues featuring
Velma Jones at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 21
at 27055 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills, $15. (248) 522-
3422

Rosie 0'Grady's
Tim Flaharty, Marvin Conrad and
George Bennett-Tuesday Night
Open Blues/Jazz Jam-from
9:30p.m.-1 a.m. starting Feb. 1
and continuing every Tuesday,
at Rosie 0'Grady's, 175 West Troy
Street, Ferndale. (248) 591-9163

Vince James Trio

Compari's, 8-11 p.m. Wednesdays,
350 S. Main, Plymouth, (734) 416-
0100

WORLD/FOLK MUSIC

Jeremy Kittel

The 2000 US National Scottish
Fiddie Champion performs 7:30
p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, also Nick
Gareiss doing Irish and tap
dance, at Kensington's Listening
Room, Square Lake and John R
roads, Troy (248) 786-0600; and
CD release concert for Kittel's
second recording "Roaming”
Tuesday, Feb. 11, at The Ark, 316
Main, Ann Arbor. (734) 761-1451,
Tickets at (734) 763-TKTS
Madonna University
Brazihan guitarist, Fabio Zanon
performs at 8 p.m., Feb. 14 in
Kresge Hall on the Madonna
campus, I-96 and Levan Road,
Livonia. Admission $20; $15/stu-
dents. (734) 432-5706. Zanon will
conduct a master ciass from 6-
10 p.m., Feb. 13 in Kresge Hall.
The fee is $50 for players, $15 to
audit.

| Grammy-wmnmq gospel singer and composer, Bill Gaither (left) and
‘ Jake Hess and a dozen other “Homecoming Friends” bring their

i “Let Freedom Ring” tour to the The Palace of Auburn Hills on

» Friday, Jan. 31. The show starts at 7 p.m. and will feature The Booth
i Brothers, Jessy Dixon, Vestal Goodman, Ben Speer, Jeff & Sheri

" Easter, Jake Hess, Anthony Burger, The Isaacs, Kevin Williams,

" Taylor-Mason, The Hoppers, Lynda Randle and Mike Allen. Tickets

i are $32.50 and $24.50, available from Ticketmaster centers and the

i
!

" Palace Box Office. Charge by phone at (248) 645-6666.

PCAC’s educational and commu-
nity arts programming. $75. To
buy tickets, donate an auction
item or heip the planning com-
mittes, call (734) 416-4278
Trinity House Theatre
Benefit concert featuring Jim
Bizer, Lucy Webster, Jan Krist,
Stewart Francke, Jim Roll and
Ralston Bowles, 8 p.m. (doors
open at 7:30 p.m.) March 1, at
38840 West Six Mile Road,
Livonia. $15, $12 for theater
members. (734) 464-6302

JAZZ/BLUES

Bird of Paradise
Derrick Gardner & Dean Moore, 9

p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 31-Feb.

1. Cover $10; §7 students, at 312
South Main Street, Ann Arbor.
Cover §20; $12 for students.
(734) 971-8300

E Kerrytown Concert House

Mark Braun (Mr. “B") Blues and

. Boogie Woogie pianist 7 and 9
i p.m.Feb. 8, at 415 North 4th

! Avenue, Ann Arbor. (734) 769-

| 2999. Katri Ervmaa, 4 p.m. Feb.
f 16. Matt Steckler's Dead Cat

'
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Pat McDunn

Duke Humphries, 8-11 p.m. Friday,

Rochester Hills. No cover. (248)
601-1100

Trinity House Theatre

Jacobstone with Happy Now
Happy 8 p.m. Friday. Jan. 31
(510); Jason Dennie, fingerstyle
guitarist, 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.1,
and Messerly and Ewing, 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7, at 38840 West Six
Mite, Livonia. (734) 464-6302

PROFESSIONAL DANCE

Eisenhower Dance Ensemble
New Dance Fest 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 7, program includes the
earthy and athletic MondoBeat,
a new work by Laurie
Eisenhower, and an expanded
version of “Catharsis,” at Troy
High School Auditorium, 4777
Northfield Parkway. $12, $10 sen-
iors, $6 students. (248) 559-2095

SOCIAL DANCING

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio
Ballroom/ Latin dance party 9
p.m. to midnight, DJ, open to the

,59

S R

public, Friday-Saturday, Maple at

Haggerty (inside Bloomfield

Avenue Shoppe 1), West

I Bloomfield. $10, $9 Michigan
Swing Dance Association, sin-
gles welcome. (248) 926-8522

Moon-Busters
Ballroom dancing to live bands,
featuring swing, fox trot, waltz,
cha-cha and Latin, 8:30-1:30
p.m. Saturday, Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road at
Five Mile, $5. (248) 967-1428.

Rhythm 'N' Shoes
Weekly ballroom/ Latin dance
party with disc jockey, 9-11 p.am.
Thursday, 2172 Franklin Road,
north of Square Lake Road, east
of Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills, $7,
$6 members. (248) 334-0299.

COMEDY

Clarkston Village Players
Present Comedy Night 2003 with
storyteller Norm Stulz and
comedian Jesse James Lundy
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 1, at the Depot Theatre. $12.
(248) 625-8811 or visit the Web
site at www.clarkstonvillage-
players.org

Joey's Comedy Club/Livonia
Lord Carrett through Feb. 1.
Every Tuesday night is open mic j
night. The club also offers a
stand-up comedy class for .
those interested in performing
and writing comedy, 36071 !
Plymouth Road, Livonia. (734) |
261-0555

MUSEUMS AND TOURS

Detroit Science Center
Digital Dome Planetarium Show
continues on weekends, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday-Friday, 10:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, noon to
6 p.m. Sunday, at 5020 John R,
Detroit. (313) 577-8400, -
www.detroitsciencecenter.org

Detroit Zoo
Kids will fove The Arctic Ring of
Life, which features a 70-foot
see-through acrylic tunnel
where polar bears swim around
visitors. $8 adults, $6 seniors
and children. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 398-0900 or visit
the Web site at
www.detroitzoo.org. Now open
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The zoo is
at 8450 W. 10 Mile at 1-696 and
Woodward, Royal Oak. The
Detroit Zoo is always looking for
volunteers. To volunteer or for
more information, call Sue
Kingsepp at (248) 541-5717.

Henry Ford Museum
Museum hours are 9a.m.to 5
p.m. Monday-Saturday, and noon
to 5 p.m. Sunday. $8.50-313.50.
(313) 271-1620. For IMAX ticket
prices and show times, call
(800) 747-IMAX (4629).

Meadow Brook Hall
Winter tour times are 130 p.m.
Monday-Sunday, and 12:30 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
cost is $12.50, $8.50 seniors over
age 62, $6 children under 12,
children under 2 free;at Meadow
Brook Hali on the campus of
Oakland University, Rochester.
For information, visit the Web
site at
www.meadowbrookhall.org

Plymouth Historical Museum
New permanent Abraham
Lincoln exhibit, Images of
Lincoln, acquired from Michigan
collector Weldon Petz, at the
museum, 155 S. Main. $3, $1 stu-
dents ages 5-17, $7 a family.

I Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Saturday-Sunday.
(734) 455-8940

Rochester Hifls Museum at Van

Hoosen Farm
The 16-acre museum complex
tells the story of Oakland
County’s eartiest pioneers.
Admission includes tours of the
1840 Van Hoosen Farmhouse,” -
1850 Tenant Red House and 1927
Van Hoosen Dairy Barn. The
museum’s new permanent
exhibit, A Lively Town, uses more
than 200 images and 100 arti-
facts to show the development
of the Rochester area. $5, $3
children, students and seniors.
Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Saturday, at the museum on Van
Hoosen Road, one mile east of

E Rochester Road off Tienken.

(248) 645-4663 or visit the Web
site at
www.rochesterhills.org/muse-
um.him
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FROM PAGE B1

move to find out who we are
"and to support us.”

Like Kuna, Ralph Rosati is
concerned with building up a
following for the Spotlight
Players and their move to
Canton. He’s doing it by
thrilling audiences with Dial M
for Murder. Rosati’s survived
changes before. He directed his
first play for the Plymouth
Theatre “3uild, Deathtrap, in
1982 ut Central Middle School
in Plymouth. This is the second
time he’s directed Dial M for
Murder. Resati ¢.iginally put
on the drama for SRO
Productions in Southfield in
1991.

“It's a murder mys.ery,” said
Rosati. “Knott is famous for
eerie lights. Suspenseful, white-
knuckle lighting is integral to
the play set in 1952. The movie
came out in 1954 when I was a
teenage usher working at the

Horror fl
screa;

i

BY SHEILA NORMAN-CULP
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Darkness Falls, the new hor-
ror flick featuring special
effects by Oscar-winning
craftsman Stan Winston, is
supposed to be dark and scary
and make us all jump out of
our seats.

It doesn't.

Instead, the audience was
hooting and howling all the
way through the movie as an
evil Tooth Fairy named Matilda
hunted down people in the
dark, sucked their bodies into
the sky, sliced them up and let
them hit the ground with a
thunk.

Horror movies — the old-
fashioned kind, not the spoofs
— are simply a subset of come-
dy, with well-recognized clues
imbedded in each film as
Pavlovian treats for an audi-
ence that craves the familiar.

When a Darkness Falls char-
acter says “You wait here,
Larry,” everyone knows he's
going down and when the pay-
off comes, they laugh them-
selves silly.

A traditional genre film like
Darkness Falls has dozens of
these setups: “We are safe in
the car,” “It's over now,” “I'll go
take a look, OK?” Sometimes

Fisher Theatre. Tony Wendice
is a former professional tennis
player married to a wealthy
woman when Max Halliday
enters the picture. Tony finds
out about her lover and plots to
kill his wife.”

Deb Dolney is assisting
Rosati in playing up the sus-
pense surrounding Margot, a
woman very much alive at the
end of the play. The Plymouth
Canton High School senior
never realized all the elements
of lighting and blocking that go
into creating a thriller.

Dolney’s mesmerized by the
bright lights of theater. She
can’t seem to get enough of the
greasepaint. Currently she’s
working on three shows and
practically lives in her car,
which is full of props.

“As an assistant director, I
look over lines and make sure
actors stay on cue,” said Dolney
of Canton. “I love Dial M for
Murderbecause it’s a mystery.
It’s really suspenseful. I find
myself holding my breath
wi... 1 amazes me because I'm

they toss in an original twist,
but when the burly guy in plaid
says “These are my woods and
nobody messes with me” make
no mistake, everyone knows:
The lumberjack is going down.

Newcomer Chaney Kley is
perfectly serviceable as the
anguished Kyle, who as a boy
was tormented by night terrors.
Kyle comes back to his home-
town of Darkness Falls to try to
help a former girlfriend (Emma
Caulfield, better known as the
demon Anya from Buffy the
Vampire Slayer) whose younger
brother Michael (Lee Cormie) is
now having those same terrors.

Kyle and Michael know, of
course, what the doctors do
not: There's a darn good reason
to keep the lights on.

And that would be Matilda,
the vengeful spirit who aims to
wreak havoc on the town that
lynched her 150 years ago..

Winston's Matilda requires
six puppeteers to operate and
has everything — including
unearthly groans and screeches
— that anyone could want from
a psycho ghost-hag slasher.

Winston himself has already
picked up four Academy
Awards for special effects and
makeup, including one for the
box-office-stomping dinosaurs
of Steven Spielberg's Jurassic

Stephen Sedore, from left, Dennis Hubel, Jim McNiff and Jillian Buckshaw.

with the book and see it three
times a week.”

ON STAGE

Steve Sedore’s portrayal of
Tony Wendice adds to the
intensity of the play. Like his
character, the Plymouth resi-
dent is experienced at pre-
tending he’s something he’s

ck will make you
with laughter, not terror

Park and another for the
vicious alien queen in Aliens.

First-time director Jonathan
Liebesman had some fun creat-
ing stark light-dark contrasts
for a movie in which the action
begins when the lights go out.
Hitchcock he ain't. but the
lighting for some scenes was
downright arty, especially those
with Cormie, a very expressive
child actor from Australia.

No matter who the slasher du
jour is, genre horror takes all of
our deepest fears and wraps
them up into one safe little
package, pablum for an uncer-
tain world.

Do the main characters die?
Never. Do the petty and the
pompous get their comeup-
pance? Always. Does evil pre-
vail? Nah, but there certainly
could be a sequel or two in the
works.

Horror fans might be happy
to have a new villain to cheer in
Darkness Falls, but the rest of
us have seen this all a thousand
times before.

Darkness Falls, distributed
by Columbia Pictures and
Revolution Studios, is rated’
PG-13 for terror and horror
images and brief language.
Running time: 85 minutes.

One and one-half stars out of
four.

More reasons o come out & play at Casino Windsor!

The days may be cold and short, but the action is always hot, and with these great promotions, fong on value at Casino Windsor!

not. By day, Sedore teaches
German and math at Edsel

Ford High School in Dearborn.

Over the years, he’s acted in
community theater in
Germany and Minneapolis.
This is his first show with
Spotlight Playérs.

“Tony poses as a suave gen-

tleman but he really is quite

evil down to the core but good

THE 2003
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at hiding it,” said Sedore. “It’s
been a great experience for me.
It’s the most extensive role I've
ever had.”

Jillian Buckshaw is as grate-
ful as Sedore for the opportuni-
ty to work with Spotlight
Players. The Noxthville actress
eventually wants to make films
but in the meantime studies for
a nursing degree at Schoolcraft
College in Livonia where she
takes theater classes with Jim
Hartman. The last three sum-
mers, she attended Perry
Mansfield Performing Arts
School in Colorado as well as
appeared in Biker Zombies
from Detroit, a Crossbow 5 film
produced and directed by Todd
Brunswick of Canton.

Buckshaw became involved
with acting at the Marquis
Theatre in Northville then went
on to play in productions at
Ladywood High School in
Livonia.

“I love the strangulation
scene,” said Buckshaw. “My
character Margot is really emo-
tional throughout the play. It’s

challenging but real fun.”

The good times at the Water
Tower Theatre are what Jim
McNiff thinks he’ll miss most
when it closes in May. McNiff
plays Max Halliday, the
American TV writer whose visit
to England turns into an affair
with Margot. Previously, he
appeared in the Spotlight
Players productions of Wizard
of Oz, Vaudeville and South
Pacific. A graduate of West
Bloomfield High School,
MCcNiff has performed with
Avon Players in Rochester, SRO
Productions, Stagecrafters in
Royal Oak and Rosedale
Community Players.

“I have mixed feelings about
leaving the theater,” said
McNiff. “The majority of my
acting experience was here but
I think the move will help build
up our group.”

Kuna believes they’ll
“become an entirely different
animal attracting many more
people” into the spotlight.

Ichomin@oe.homecomm net | (734) 953-2145

NOVI HOME ,
PROVEMEN;
SHOW!

Dont miss Southeast Mtchlgan s best home
improvement show. If you're dreaming of remodeling,
come check out what's hot & new for kitchens, baths,
doors, windows, home office, spas, appliances and
more. Plus interview contractors and get prices... right
on the spot... all under one roof!

Win a *10, 099 bathroom makeover courtesy ¢ of The, - ‘

Bath

Shop at Mathison

Supply in Livonia, Garden Gity aml

Canton, Listen for the “Dear Joln” contest details on
WNIC, WDFN, 106.7.The Drive-and Channel 95.5

“Win a House Full of Carpet Giveaway” from Carpet

Contter & Floors sporisored b

Home decorating, remodeling & repair advice.

WNICG WK

Special Guest Chef J Warren Offers fips & secrets for preparing
clinary delights, while sharing his knowledge on the newest, latest and

Beat the winter blahs by heading to Casino Windsor where the U.S. currency exchange gets you more play time and more chances
to win. We're just a few minutes away, but worlds apart in comfort and style. Heat things up with these great promotions

..................................................................................................................

YQH . We'll pay new members up to $100°

Join the Players Prestige™ »e™ Club from now until February 28, and on the day of
Fs enroliment, you will be reimbursed 50% of your fosses up to a maximum of
$100~, See Club Booth for details.

.........................................................................................................................

Triple (ﬁS!i Back - February 3" - March 31

Players: Prestige Slot Club members always earn cash back but now you can earn three times as
much for points earned on slot play. Weeknights from 3 p.m. - 3 am. Feb. 3 - March 31%.

...............................................................................................

at shows are just $10 U S. Call 1-80(}991 8888 to order tickets

..........................................................

Get More Play Time for your U.S. dollar!

Exchanging your U.S. currency gives you more cash in your pocket, more play time and more chances to
win. Exchange rates fluctuate daily, but over the last year have averaged approximately 50% That means
for every $1.00¥° you exchange, you receive $1,50°

Win your share of $60,000* (ash'

Sign up for any one of our fun and exciting entry fee slot tournaments. Our next tournament is
March 26, register by calling 1-800-991-8888, or visit us for more information.

Luxury for less -room rates just $65*

Enjoy a mid-week getaway (Sun-Thurs) in our world-class four-diamond hotel for G Fharond
$65 U.S.” Book early - imited availability. This great room rate i1s available until sl
March 31, 2003 Rates are per night, plus taxes, double occupancy. M A

.............................................................................................................................

For information on these and other reasons why you should visit Casino Windsor this winter call 1-800-991-7777.
Go For Fun, Not For Broke Play Responstbly
c Q S NO l N DSOR 1-888-230-3505 Ontario Problem Gambling HelpLine

Must be 19 years of age *Cityview rooms only Additional person $20
Cancetby 6 pm on amval date or full rate wifl be charged Subject to
availabihity Room rates and ticket prices may vary deperding on
exchange rate Not valid with other promotions Cash Back not available
on table games Motorcoach customers excluded trom We Play You To
Play promotion Windsor Casino Limited reserves the right to cancel or
change the above promotions without prior notice

WWW, casmowmdsor com

OE08067402

greatest in kitchen designs, materials and appliances. :

Appearances by Handyman Joe Gagnon of WXYT; Home Improvement
with WIR’s Murray Gula; America’s Master Handyman Glenn Haege of
WDEN and more!

Daily Treasure Chest Contests with FREE prizes! e ll2 (

SAVE $2 00 With a Coupon. :
From Parhupahng Domino’s Pizza Locations! '™ .

-"NOVI EXPO CENTER ~ 1-96 AND NOVlROAD
T'ckets Available At The Box Office.

INFOI.INE 248.862. 1019

www.builders.org

ADMISSION:
Aduilts: $7, Seniors: $6,

Children under 12 FREE

Friday, January 31
Noon - 9:00pm

ESaturday, February 1
9:00am - 9:00pm

Sunday, February 2
:00am - 6:00pm

1 rororososTas



http://www.observerandeccentric
http://www.casinowindsor.com
http://www.builders.org
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CHINESE

FROM PAGE B!

with food. They may be found
at the center of attention at a
stylish dinner party, delighting
all with their wit. But the oppo-
site may also be true. They may
be shy, favoring anonymity, but
preferring joys of the palate.
Fabulous! Now, we're talking.
Foods served during the
Chinese New Year's holidays,
which last at least a week, also
hold symbols. To ensure long life
and good fortune, fish or seafood

is always offered.

WHERE TO CELEBRATE

At SHANGRI-LA, owner
Nancy Chan launches celebra-
tions tonight, Jan. 30, and will
run the special menu daily from
6:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. through Feb.

9

For groups of no less than four

people, three menus are

designed by table price. A four-
person, five-course menu is $88
per table. For six, there are six
courses for a table price of $168
and for 10 people, nine courses
run $288 per table. For one or
two people, the chef will prepare
any one of his eight New Year’s
specials starting at $9.95 for bar-
becued squab to Peking duck at
$29.95.

On Sunday, Feb. 2 at HONG
HUA, the revelry begins at 6:30
p.m. outdoors with the Chinese
Lion Dance and fire crackers.
Dinner at $88 per person will
begin at 7 p.m. with an appetizer
buffet including rock oysters,
sushi, spring rolls, shrimp toast,
crab wontons, BBQ ribs and
BBQ pork. A soup course of
either shark fin or fresh crab-
meat with asparagus follows.

Owner Danny Yu indicated
that Chef Peter Chan’s main
dishes include fresh lobster
salad; dim sum platter; stir-fried
sea bass with sweet corn and

pine seeds in bird’s nest; crystal

treasure chicken; braised
abalone with oyster sauce; stir-
fried beef tenderloin with king
mushrooms; and baked rice with
seafood wrapped with lotus
leaves. The meal concludes with
a dessert buffet, and karacke
with live music begins at 9 p.m.
Reservations are necessary.

As it has for 15 years, MON

JIN LAU will start its celebration

outdoors at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb.
3, with the Lion Dance, accompa-
nied by the traditional fire crack-
ers. The “lion” leads diners inside
where the celebration continues
with lucky money, strolling musi-
cians, fortune tellers and taro card
readers. A price of $89 per person
includes tax, tip, gratuity and

entertainment. Beverages are

credit card.

extra. Reservations must be con-
firmed in advance by cash or

According to proprietor
Marshall Chin, the menu will

include an assortment of three
appetizers; noodle salad with

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC )

[ TH MOVIES

National Amusements
Showcase Cinemas

Showcase Dearborn 1.8
Michigan & Telegraph
313-561-3449
Bar?ain Matinees Daily.

Al Shows untit 6 %m.
Continuous Shows Daly
*Late Shows Fr, & Sat. & Sun.
NP DENOTES NO PASS

DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
CATCH ME F YOU CAN (PC13)
DRUMLINE (PG13
NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
JUST MARRIED (PG13
RANGAROO JACK spc
ACUY THING (PG13)

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Showcase Pontiac
2405 Telegraph Rl East side of
Telegraph
248:334-6777
Bar?lam Matmees Dally
o Al Shows Until 6 me
Continuous Shows Dally
Late Shows Fn. & Sat.

NP DENOTES NO PASS

NP KANGAROO JACK (PG)
NPHATOML ECURIT s
PAGIITHNG 015
NP CATCH MEIF YOU CA

(PG3)
THE GANGS OF NEW YORK gt)
THOWEEK 0TI 13
THEWILD rmiggzm § MOVIE

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Showcase
Westland 1-8
6800 Wayne Rd,

One blk S, of Warren Rd.
313-729-1060
Bar[qain Matinees Daly
Al Shows Until 6 pm
Continuous Shows Daily
Late Shows Wed.Thurs, Fri, &

Sat.
NP DENOTES NO PASS

CATCHMEIF YOU CAN gm)
DANGEROUS MIND (PG13)
AGUY THING (PGB;)
JUST MARRIED (PG1 %
DARKNESS FALLS (PG1 }
NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
KANGAROO JACK { &
MAID IN MANHATIANS 1)
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Star Theatres

The World's Best Theatres
Barqain Matinees Daily $5 75 All
Shows Starting befor 6:00 pm

Now accepting Visa &
MasterCard
“NP" Denotes No Pass
Engagement

Star Great Lakes Crossing
Creat Lakes Shopping Center
248-454-0366
LISTINGS FROM CHRISTMAS EVE, CALL
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS

NP CONFESSIONS OF A
DANGEROUS MIND (R)
NP DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
P SUPER SUCKERS (ng
NPAGUTHIG 013
NP KANGAROD JACK (PC)
NP RATOMLSECAY (s
NP THE HOURS (PG13)
ADAPTATION QR)
ANTIONE FSHER (PG13)
JUST MARRIED (PG13)
NARC (R)

THE 25THHOUR (R)
ABOUT SCHMIDT (R)
TREASURE PLANET (PC)

CHICAGO l}ms
CATCHMEIFYOU CAN ms&
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWI

TOWERS (msz
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG 13
WILD THORNBERRYS MOVI

g
GAGSOFNE TR )
MAIDIN MANHATTAN (PG13)
STARTREK: NEMESIS (PG 13)
DRUMLINE (PG13)
DIE ANOTHER DAY (PG13)
HARRY POTTER (PG)

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Star john-R
at 14 Mile

32289 John R Road
248-585-2070

No one under 6 admtted for PG13
& Rrated films after 6 pm

LISTINGS FROM MONDAY TUESDAY,
CALL FOR CORRECT LISTINGS,

NP DARKNES&\I;ALLS {Pa13)

NP SUPER SUCKERS (R)
NP CONFESSIONS OF A
DANGERQUS MIND (Rg
NP A GUY THING EPG! 2
NP KANGAROO}A K (FG)
NP NATIONAL SECURITY

(ms&
JUST MARRIED (PG13)
CHICAGO (PG13)
NARC n}‘
ANTWONE FISHER (PG13¢
THE 25TH HOUR (R)
ABOUT SCHMIDT ('9
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (FG13)
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (8)
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TOWERS (PG13)
HARRY POTTER AND THE
CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Star Rochester Hills
200 Barclay Circle
853-2260
No one under age 6 admitted for
PG13 & R rated fims after 6 pm

LISTING BELOW ARE FROM DEC 24
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF FEATURE,

CONFESSIONS OF A
DAGERDLS KD
DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
GO THIG el
NATIONALSECURI zv 1)
RANGAROO JACK pc;
JUST MARRIED (PG13
CATCH MEIF YOU CAN (PG13)
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TONE 0
THE WILD THORNBERRYS
MOVIE (PG

;

GANGS OF Bl v&nx ®

MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)
DRUMLINE (PG13)

STUDENT DISCOUNT MO AVAIARLE
WITH VALID SCHOOL 1.5x

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Star Southfield
12 Mie Between Telegraph
and Northwester, Off 1696
248-353-STAR
No one under age 6 admitted
for PG13 & R rated films after 6
pm

Saturday Night is Famly Night at Star
Southfield Star Theatresis commmitted
to providing the best environment for
famy entertamment and to encourage
familes to get out to a movie STAR
SOUTHFIELD wil provide @ FREE SMALL
POP and POPCORN to all kids 16 and
under if accompanied by a parent to alf
shows after 830 pm- During our Fmaily
Saturdays, no minors 16 years and under
will be ;:ennitted entry unless with o
parent atter 8:30 pm, 50 grab Mom and
Dad and HEAD FOR THE MOVIES!

FOR SHOWTIMES AND TO PURCHASE
TICKETS BY PHONE CALL 248 372-

222
WWW STAR-SOUTHFIELD com

LISTINGS ARE FROM TUES 12/24, CALL
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS,

NP DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
NP CONFESSIONS OF A
DANGEROUS MIND (ng
NP A GUY THING Qm )
NP RANGAROO JACK (76)
NP NATIONAL SECURITY

(PG13
25THHOUR ()
NARC (R)

JUST MARRIED &pm;)
GO Pt
ABOUT SCHMID
ANTOINE FISHER

CATCH ME1F YOU CAN

THOWES T P

Wito monnsénav's Mol

P
CANCS OFNEN YORK ®
LORD OF THE RINGS 2: TWO
TOWERS (PG13)
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)
DRUMLINE (PG13)
HARRY POTTER AND THE
CHANBER OF SECRETS (7€)

PLEASE ONLY ONE TICKET PER ID FOR
RATED R FILMS, NO CHILDREN UNDER
6 AFTER 6:00 P FOR RATED R FILMS,
PLEASE NO OUTSIDE FOOD 0R DRINK,
CALLFOR COMPLETES LISTSINGS AND
TIME

United Artists Theatres
Bargam Matmees Daly, for all
shows starting before 6 00 PM
Same day advance tickets
avallable
NV-NoVIP tickets accepted

United Artists
West River
9 Mile,
2 Blocks West of Middlebett
248-788-6572
OR VISIT WWW.UATC.COM

DARKNESS FALLS L(PG13) NV
KANGAROO JACK (PC) NV
NATIONAL SECURITY ?’ 13N
A GUY THING g’c sznv

JUST MARRIED (PG13)
CATCH ME IFYOU CAN (PG13)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (PG13)

DRUMLINE g’m)
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TOWERS (P613)

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES AT 248
788 6572 OR VISIT WWIWLUATC.COM
CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

United Artists Commerce

Township 14
3330 Spm?vale Drve
Located Adjacent to Home Depot
Just North of the mtersection of
14 Mile & Haggerty Rd.
243-960-5801
orvisit WWW.UATC.COM
oAl Stadium Seating
*High-Back Racking Chaff Seats
*Tiwo-Day Advance Ticketing

CONFESSIONS OF A DANGEROUS
MIND (R) NV

®)
DARKNESS FALLS (PG13) NV
ADAPTATION (R)
NATIONAL SECURITIY gpmz) W
THE HOURS (PG13)NV
RANGAROO JACK svc) ]
AGUY THING (PG13) LNV
ABOUT SCHMIDT W
25THHOURL(R
JUST MARRIED (PG13) NV
NARC (R) NV
CATCHMEF YOU CAN épms)
ANTWONE FSHER (P 13;
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES AT 248
960-5807 OR VISIT WWW. UATC.COM

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Birmingham 8
Uptown Birmingham 8
211 5. Woodward
Downtown Birmingham
248-644-3456
NP Denotes No Pass
Engagements
Order Movie gckets by phone!
Call 644-3456 and have your
VISA or Master Card ready! (A
51¢ surcharge per transaction wil
anply to i telephone sales)
MATINEE MOVIES $6 00

NP THE HOURS (PG13)
CHICAGO (NR)
ABOUT SCHMIDT (R)

GANGS OF NEW %ORK ;R
ANTWONE FISHER (PG13
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)

CALL 644-FILM FOR INFORMATION

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Birmingham Palladium 12
U ;ownPalladiumlz
250 North of Old Woodward
Ave.

Downtown Birmingham
248-644.HlL

Featuring 12 stadium seating
auditorius with sate-of-the-art
wall to wall curved screens,
Dotby Digtal surround sound
two gian concession stands, valet
parking, Little Caesar's Pizza,
Ray's icé Cream and the all new
Premiere Entertainment
Auditorum

MATINEE MOVIES $6.00

NP CONFESSIONS OF A
mcmusmmn(n;
DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
NP SUPER SUCKER (R)
NP NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
NP KANGAROO gn
NP A GUY THING (P613)
25TH uoun&ng
JUST MARRIED (PG13
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (P13)
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TOWERS (msz
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)

M}{R Theatres
MIR Brighton Towne Square
Cinema 16

8200 MURPHY DRIVE

Located at Brighton Towne
Sﬂuare

behind Home Depot

CALL (810) 88-FILMS #548

New 16 Screen State-of-the-Art

Cinema
Al Stadhum Seatingeall Big
Screens
Al Digital Sound

LISTINGS FROM TUES. CALL FOR
CORRECT FEATURES,

NP CONFESSIONS OF A
DANGERQUS MIND (R)
NP SUPER SUCKER 92
NP DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
NP KANGAROO JACK (PG)
NP A GUY THING (PG13)
NP NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
ABOUT SCHMIDT (R
JUST MARRIED (PG13)
NARC(R

CATCH ME F YOU CAN (PG13)
GANGS OF NEW YORK (R)
THE WILD THORNBERRY'S

MOVIE (P6)

TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG 13)
NP LORD OF THE RINGS : THE
TWO TOWERS (PG13)
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG13)
HARRY POTTER & THE
CHAMBER OF SECRETS gc)
MY BIG mg&xw&o ING

CALt FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

MR
Waterford Cinema I6
7501 Highland Rd
SE comer M-59 & Willrams Lake
Rd
24 Hour Movie Line (248) 666 7960
CALL 77 FLMS 1551

FREE REFILL ON POPCORN AND POP

LISTINGS ARE FROM TUES 12/24, CALL
FOR CORRECT LISTINGS

NP SUPER SUCKER gn)

NP DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
NP CONFESSIONS OF A
DANGEROUS MIND (R)

NP KANGAROO JACK (PC)
NP A GUY THING (PG13)
NP NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
ABOUT SCHMIDT (8
JUST MARRIED Sms)
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN

]%’GB%R)
THEWILD only ERRYS MOVIE

®
“TWO WEEKS NOTICE (PG13)
NP LORD OF THE RINGS: THE
TWO TOWERS (PG13
DIE ANOTHER DAY (PG13)
HARRY POTTER & THE
CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Main Art Theatre
118 Mainat 11 Mile
Royal Oak
2485420180
call 77-HLMS ext 542
S?tSCOUNTED SHOWS'“@
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX
QOFFICEOR PHONE 248-342-0180
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

RABBIT PROOF FENCE (PG)
ADAPATION (R)
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE (R)

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES
Children Under 6 Not Admitted

Maple Art Cinema il
4135 W, Maple, West of

Telegraph
Bloomfield Hlls
248-542-0180
DISCOUNTED SHOWSH

THE PIANIST R)
THE WAY HOME (°¢)
FRIDA (R
CALL FOR COMPETE LISTINGS AND
TIMES

Oxford 7 Cinemas, LL.C.
Downtown Oxford
Lapeer Rd (M-24)
(248) 628-7100

Fax (248 -628-1300

DETROIT'S LOWEST FIRST RUN

PRICES

AMC Livonia 20
Haggerty & 7 Mile
734.542-9909

CALL THEATRE FOR FEATURES AND
TIMES

Ford Wyoming Drive-In Theatre|
Dearbom
(13) 8610

Jways 2 big {)ictures
Chidren Undef 12 are Free

Electric i Car Heaters
1§
DARKNESS FALLS (PG13)
THEY (PGT3
NATIONAL SECURITY (PG13)
15PY (PG13)

DRUMLINE (PG13)
FRIDAY AFTER NEXT (R)

KANGAROO JACK SPG)
GHOST SHiP (R

NARC (R)
PAID INFULL (%)

Cinemark Movie 16
The Best Seat in Town
28600 Dequndre Rl

Warren, Mi

810-558-8207

EARLY WEEK LISTINGS
CALL FOR CORRECT FEATURES

BARBERSHOP (rcnz
BROWN SUGAR (PG13)
EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS (PG13)
EIGHT MILE R)

GHOST SHIP R)

HALF PAST DEAD (pms;
JACKASS: THE MOVIE (R
SANTA CLAUSE 2(G)
Sk )

SRDS2 0
SWEET HOME ALABAMA (LPG13)
THERING (°G13)

THEY (PG13)
TREASURE PLANET (PG)
TUCK EVERLASTING (PG)
TUAEDO (PG13)

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
FIRST SHOW OF THE DAY 50¢
ALL SHOWS §1 50 EXCEPT FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY AFTER 6 00 Ph ALL SEATS $200
BARCAIN TUESDAY, AL SHOWS AFTER THE
FIRST SHOW $1 00

Madstone - Ann Arbor
462 Briarwood Circle
734.984-1000
FARLY WEEK LISTINGS, CALL FOR FEATURES,

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN g’cm
CONFESSIONS OF A DANGEORUS
HIND (R

CHICAGO gnh
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO
TOWERS (PG13)
FRIDA (R)

GANGS OF NEW YORK (R)
MEAN STREETS (R)
GOODFELLAS (R)

GOFISH &R)
SUPER SUCKER ()
MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING (PG)

Emagine

Located in Fountaim Walk
on the soutb side fo 12 Mile Road
114 Nile west of Novs Road

PRSI
GANGS OF EW OB (1)
NP A CUY THING (PG13)
P NATOMLSECATY 13
NSTUARRED r)
HEL ()
GTHNE POV P
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TW
TOWERS (P613)
THE WILD THORNBERRYS épc;
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PGT3
ANALYZE THAT (R
HARRY POTTER & THE CHAMBER OF
e 0
TREASURE PLANET (P€)
OKADU (NR)TELUGU LANGUAGE
DUM (NR) HINDI FILM

18 ALL STADIUM AUDITORIGMS
DIGITAL SOUND
BEER, WINE & COCKTAILS
Box Offfce Opens at 11:30 om

Farmington Civic Theatre

33332 Grand Rwver
Farmington
248474-1951

STARTREK (PG13)
THE RING (PG13)
SANTA CLAUSE2 (°6)

State Wayne Theatre
35310 Michigan Ave.
Weyne
734-326-4600
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honey walnuts; one choice from
among five entrees — Pacific rim
lamb chops; Cantonese roasted
Cornish game hen; shrimp, scal-
lops and sea bass fillets in bird’s
nest; a unique take on surfand
turf which is filet mignon with
braised shiitake mushrooms,
abalone and oyster sauce; or a spe-
cial bento box with assorted sushi
and accompaniments. Dinner will
conclude with Asian wonder
dessert.

On both Sunday, Feb. 2, and
Monday, Feb. 3, from 5 p.m.
until closing, owner Raymond
Wong of WOW PAN ASIAN
CUISINE, offers a 12-course din-
ner for eight to 12 people at $25
per person. Less than this num-
ber of people can order a la carte
from the 12-course menu offer-
ings.

At EMPIRE DYNASTY,
owner Kevin Hoang-Do created
a unique menu to be featured
during dinner hours from Jan.
31 through Valentine’s Day.
Prices range $14 for the honey
cranberry chicken and chef’s
special steak to crispy golden
walleye at $24.95. At $21.95 the

WHERE T0 CELEBRATE
CHINESE NEW YEAR

- EMPIRE DYNASTY,
29505 W. Nine Mile Road,
Farmington (248)888-6866

- GREAT WALL OF CHINA,
35135 Grand River Avenue,
Farmington (248)476-9181

- HONG HUA,
27925 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills (248)489-2280

- MON JIN LAU, 1515 E. Maple
Road, Troy (248)689-2332

- NEW PEKING,
29105 Ford Road, Garden City
(734) 4252230

- SHANGRI-LA, 6407 Orchard
Lake Road (at Maple Road
inside the Orchard Mall),

West Bloomfield (248)626-8585

~ WOW PAN ASIAN CUISINE,
32832 Woodward Avenue,
Royal Oak (248)554-8600

Hot stuff

International House of Pancakes (IHOP) is offering its customers all the
piping hot buttermilk pancakes they can eat through its first Never
Ending Pancakes Promotion. Through Feb. 23, patrons with a hearty
appetite can order unlimited buttermilk pancakes, IHOP's best selling
menu item, for $3.99. Price and participation may vary by location.
Customers will be served a stack of five pancakes followed by stacks of
three pancakes until satisfied. Never Ending Pancakes are available dur-
ing breakfast, lunch or dinner. The IHOP family restaurant chain offers
more than 16 kinds of pancakes, omelettes and other breakfast special-
ties, as well as burgers, chicken and steaks.

Maine fresh lobster with special
Chinese mushrooms, scallions
and ginger sautéed in cham-
pagne has a festive ring.

NEW PEKING in Garden City
has sold out all of its New Year
celebration dinners except for
one: Reservations are available
for its 12-course meal at 6:30
p-m., Thursday, Feb. 6. The cost
is $29 per person and includes
music and a Lion Dance.

New Year’s special dim sum,
including small appetizer plates,
main dishes and pastries ranging
33 1o $10.

If you go to one of the Chinese
New Year dinner celebrations,
remember to wish the restaura-
teur'and your server “gun hey
fat choy,” which translates as
“wishing you prosperity and
wealth,” the traditional New
Year's greeting.

GREAT WALL OF CHINA has
two options from which to select.  Eleanor Heald is a Troy resident
Owner Sterling Lum indicated who writes about restaurants,

that on Saturday, Feb. 1, from 4-
10:30 p.m., a Chinese New Year’s
dinner for two is $28.95. It will be
offered again Sunday, Feb. 2, from
noon to 9:30 p.m. along with a

Learn about wines at The
Community House

Certified Sommelier Nidal Daher will lead a wine tasting pro-
gram on Thursday, Feb. 13, at The Community House in
Birmingham.

“Vino Mania” is a designed for the casual wine enthusiast, as well
as the connoisseur. Daher, who owns Unique Wine Cellars, brings
more than 15 years of professional experience in fine dining restau-
rant and wine retail businesses to the event.

The program will run 7:30-10 p.m., at the Community House,
380 S. Bates, Birmingham.

Reservations are $45 per person. Dress is business casual.
Participants must be 21 to attend.

For reservations, call The Community House at (248) 644-
5832.

food, wine and spinits for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.
To leave her a voice mail message,
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, mailbox 18644,
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SEARCH GAME

FEB. 26—
MAR. 2

Enter to WIN 4 Tickets to
Opening Night!

Look in the classified section, find the game pieces,
complete the game board and mail to:

36251 Schoolcraft ¢ Livonia, MI 48150
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NAME Winners will be randomly selected from all
ADDRESS Wed FEB 19, 206 Twetve waners w

STATI
DAY PHONF

receive a Family Four-Pack of tickets to the
Wed FEB 26 Opening Night performance
One grand prize winner will receve a
Family Four-Pack of tickets and a Meet &
Greet with a favonte Disney friend at the
Wed FEB 26 Opening Night performance

Wrners will be contacted by phone
OE08064493
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www.disneyonice.com
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SCHEDULED T0 OPEN
FRIDAY, JAR. 31

BIKER BOYZ

Set in a world of underground motor-
cycle clubs whose members are
desperadoes, living every day on the
edge. Lawyers and city workers by
day, they take to the streets in their
leathers to race by night. Laurence
Fishburne stars as they undefeated
motorcycle racer called Smoke, whose
dominance has earned him the title of
“King of Cali.” Starring Laurence
Fishburne, Derek Luke, Orfando Jones,
Lisa Bonet, and Kid Rock. Reggie
Bythewood directed this action fitm.
(Dreamworks) Rated PG-13

FINAL DESTINATION 2

Kimberly Corman and her friends go
on a road trip. When her friends die in
a horrific car accident, Kimberly, along
with some of the survivors, try to

stop death before it stops them.
Starring Ali Larter, Tony Todd, Michael
Landes, and A.J. Cook. David R, Eilis
directed this suspense film. (New
Line) Rated R

THE RECRUIT

Colin Farrell stars as James Clayton,
who is recruited by Walter Burke (Al
Pacino) to join the CIA and join other
recruits at the CIA training facility
know as "The Farm” He soon discovers
that Burke is a double agent, and
Clayton must turn the tables on him
before he takes the fail. Other features
players include Bridget Moynahian, and
Gabriel Macht. Roger Donaldson direct-
ed this thriller. (Touchstone Pictures)
This film is not yet rated.

SCHEDULED TO OPEN FEB. 7

MAX

It's 1918 in Munich and Max Rothman,
celebrated art gallery owner meets
fellow war veteran and aspiring young

The Sirens, a trio from
Ontario, switched perform-
ance venues for its Friday,
Jan. 31, concert, from the
Blue Note Cafe in Lake Orion
to the Blue Note Cafe in

U RIS M SO PO NI NN VLD NSRBI DA SV T 7

CLARIFICATION

artist Adolf Hitler. Max takes Hitler
under his wing and encourages him fo
paint. But Hitler, unsuccessful as an
artist transfers his energies to politics
where he finds an outlet for his crude
beliefs, procfaiming to Max that he has
found a new form of artistic expres-
sion and that “Politics is the new art.”
Stars john Cusack, Noah Taylor, Leelee
Sobteski. Directed by Menno Meyjes.
(Lion's Gate) Rated R. Running time:
108 minutes.

THE QUIET AMERICAN
From the classic novel by Graham
Greene comes a murder mystery cen-
tered on a love triangle set against the
French Indochina War in Vietnam, circa
1952. It's the true story of a veteran
English journalist, a young American
and the beautiful Vietnamese woman
caught between them. This is a world
where nothing 1s what it seems - suf-
fused with opium, intrigue and betray-
al. Stars Michael Caine and Brendan
Fraser. Directed by Phillip Noyce.
(Miramax). Rated R. Running time: 100
minutes.

SCHEDULED TO OPEN
FRIDAY, FEB. 14

THE GURU
Ayoung Indian dance teacher with the
best moves in Delhi embarks for New
York City in pursuit of fame and for-
tune - only to wind up working as a
waiter in an Indian restaurant. But
good fortune can arise from strange
places as our hero, Ramu Gupta dis-
covers when a catering gig at a ditzy
birthday party catapults him into an
extravagant version of the American
dream. Mistaken for a spiritual healer,
Ramu becomes an overnight celebrity
with the city's elite hanging onto his
every word - no matter how absurd.
The trouble 1s, he's also falling in love

P e ] ,ww»\«.w,y%

Pontiac, after the Lake Orion
location closed. The group
will perform at 8 p.m. at 7 N.
Saginaw in Pontiac. For more
information, call Maggie
Ferguson at (248) 338-9389.

The Biker Boyz show off their signature move, the “Endo" in DreamWorks Pictures’ motorcycle racing movie, Biker
Boyz, opening in theaters on Friday, Jan. 31.

with the one woman who knows the
real source of s seemingly profound
insights and Ramu must choose
between his newfound notoriety and
his love for a woman who accepts him
as he is. Stars Jimi Mistry, Marisa
Tomey, Heather Graham. Directed by
Daisy von Scherler Mayer. (Universal).
Rated R.

LOCKDOWN
Avery has finally gotten his Iife back
on track. A competitive swimmer, he
had to drop out of college to support
his girtfriend, Krista, and their son,
Jordan. He's back on the swim meet
cireuit, and starting to have some suc-
cess. When a coliege scout approaches
him after winning his latest race, he
goes out to celebrate with his friends,
Cashmere and Dre. In an instant,

Avery's luck is about to run out. Stars
Richard T Jones, Gabriel Casseus,
Master P, Bill Nunn, De'Aundre Bonds,
Joe Torry, Melissa De Sousa, Clifton
Powell, Anna Maria Horsford. Directed
by John Luessenhop. (Rainforest
Films). RatedR.

SCHEDULED TO OPEN
FRIDAY, FEB. 21

THE LIFE OF DAVID GALE

David Gale is a man who had tried hard
to five by his principles, butin a
bizarre twist of fate, this devoted
father, popular professor and respect-
ed death penalty opponent finds him-
self on Death Row for the rape and
murder of fellow activist Constance
Harraway. With only three days before

o vty .

A,

TheHoursanie.cam

\\

THBY PARAKOUNT PICTURES COPYRIGHT © 2002 BY PARRMOUNT
PICTURES AD MIRAMAX FILI CORP ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW |
GATURDAY, FEB. |

Matthew
McConaughey

G-13[PARENTS STRONGLY CAUTIONED @>
Some Material May Be Inappropriate for Children Under 13

SOME SEX RELATED MATERIAL o
For rating reasons, go to www filmratings com
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& PHoEn THEATRLS AMC STAR THEATRES STAR THEATRES
¢ AT BEL-AIR CENTRE FORUM 30 LINCOLN PARK 8§ ROCHESTER HILLS
B 313/438 3494 586/254 5663 313/382 9240 248/853 2260
8 GOODRICH STAR THEATRES AMC STAR THEATRES
i CANTONG GRATIOT LIVONIA 20 SOUTHFIELD
% 734/981 1900 586/731 3420 734/542 9909 248/372 2222
§ UNITED ARTISTS STAR THEATRES AMERICAN FAMILY CINEMA ~ MIR
GOMMERGE STADIUM 14  GREAT LAKES CROSSING  LIVONIA MALL
B 248/360 5801 2487454 7551 248/476 4507
SHOWCASE CINEMAS STAR THEATRES GOODRICH
{ DEARBORN 1-8 JOHN-R NOVI TOWN CENTER 8
| 313/561 3449 248/585 2070 248/344-0077
§ STAR AMC SHOWCASE CINEMAS
i FAIRLANE LAUREL PARK 10 PONTIAC 6-12
E| 313/240 6389 734/462 6200 248/334 6777

STAR THEATRES
TAYLOR
313/287 2200
UNITED ARTISTS
WEST RIVER
248/788-6572
SHOWf‘ASE CINEMAS
SOUTHGATE 20 WESTLAND 1-8
734/284-3456 734f/29 1060
SHOWCASE CINEMAS  AMC
STERLING 1-15 WONDERLARD 6
586/979-3160 734/261-8100
Sorry No Passes, Coupons, V1P
or Group Actity Tickets Accepted
Check Theater Directories For Showtimes

‘OE08067460

EC[NEMASOURCE COM

MAYBE
IT APPEARS

OEbR0G747S

S‘I“ARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
'
NOVITOWN CeNter 8. ]~ PHOENIX éé.!é‘."“

| STAR SOUTHFIELD |  STARTAYLOR ]
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his scheduled execution, Gale decides
to give reporter Elizabeth "Bitsey"
Bloom the exclusive interview she's
been chasing. But Bitsey soon realizes
that this assignment is more than she
bargained for, and that a man's life is
in her hands. Putting her own safety
in jeopardy, she frantically races to
piece together the shocking events
surrounding Constance's death, before
it's too late. Stars Kevin Spacey, Kate
Winslet, Laura Linney, Gabriel Man,
Matt Craven, Leon Rippy, Rhona Mitra.
Directed by Alan Parker. (Universat)
Rated R.
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“LAUGH-OUT-LOUD FUNNY,

h gh nt:tane action and a cool kangargo!”

“Hysterical! A laugh riot!”

GODS AND GENERALS
A sweeping epic charting the early
years of the Civil War and how the
campaigns unfolded from Manassas |
to the Battle of Fredericksburg, this
prequel to the film Gettysburg”
explores the motivations of the com-
batants and examines the lives of
those who waited at home. Stars Jeff
Daniels, Stephen Lang, Robert Duvall
and Mira Sorvino. Directed by Ron
Maxwell. (Warner Brothers) Rated PG-
13. Running time: 220 minutes

SCHEDULED T0 OPEN
FRIDAY, FEB. 28

CRADLE 2 THE GRAVE

When an international criminal kidnaps

the daughter of a gang leader as part
of a diamond heist, it causes a city's

. police to engage in an intensive search

(fed by a government agent played by
Li), aided by the father's gangsters.
Stars DMX, Jet Li, Mark Dacascos,
Anthony Anderson, Tom Arnold.
Directed by Andrzej Bartkowiak.
(Warner Brothers) Rating TBD.

THE GUESTS
When his mean boss asks him to

housesit, a young man tries to use it

as an opportunity to win the heart
of his boss's daughter, on whom he

has long had a crush. What he does-

n't plan on is the long line of other

houseguests that come along in the

meantime. Stars Ashton Kutcher,
Tara Reid, Carmen Elektra, Andy
Richter, Molly Shannon, Terrance
Stamp, Ever Carradine, Jon

Abrahams, David Koechner. Directed

by David Zucher. (Miramax) Rating
T8D

Mlke Sargent | WBAL RAD]O

- Jefirey K. Howard / ABC-TV

“Your kids will have a
hapoing good fmet™

“An action comedy for

the entire familyt”

- Jm Ferguson /| FOX-TV

- “www.castie-rock.com

Rwerica Online Keyword: Kangares Jack
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NIIW PIAYING AT THESE THEATRES |
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CHECK MOVIE GUIDE OR CALL THEATRES FOR SHOWTIMES

NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED

LGt “Kangéroo Jack” Gear at www.W8Shop.com!

MATION ABOUT THIS. MOVIE Wﬂ

Kangaroo Jack - www.kangaroojack.com. Moviefone.com

‘The First Must: See Movie Of EODB'

A Sexy Fdge-Of-Your-Seat Thriller That Will -
- Grab You And Won't Let-Go”

Clay Smith: ACCESS HOLLYWOOD

STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 31

| SHORES THEATRE. | SHOWCASEDEARBORN | S
WE

: STAR LINCOLN PARK 8
. :
QEO B

AMC FORUM 30 ‘AMCIAUREL PARK |
AMC LIVONIA 20 | AMC WONDERIAND |- EMAGINE Novi JR SOUTHGATE 20

OWCASE PONTIAC | SHOWCASE Sihone |
R GRATIOT AT 15 M. | S]'AR GREAT LAKES CROSSING

mmm SIAR: soummu)

NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEFTED

»


http://www.observerandeccentric
http://www.castlt-rDCh.coin
http://www.hangarnoiack.coi
http://www.WBStiop.com
http://www.kangaroojack.oom.Moviefone.com
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ADVERTISED ITENM POLICY: WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
LIMIT GUANTITIES. Each of these advertised items is
required tc be available for sale. If we do run ocut of an
advertised item, we will offer you your choice of a

Price and items in this ad gbod
Thursday, January 30 thru Saturday,

[

Pl . comparable item, when available, refiecting the same
Y i savings, or a raincheck which wiil entitie you to purchase
E;' 4 “\é FEbuary 1’ 2003' 'n the oakland and Wayne tohe ac?vertised item at the advertised price wltginpgo cilays.
R nly one vendor coupon will be accepte er item.
I Counties Kroger Stores. WITH YOUR KROGER PLUS CARD  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS Copyright 2003, The Kroger Company. No sales t6 dealors.
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Mary Kiemic, editor
(248) 901-2569
Fax: (248) 644-1314

mklemic@oe.homecomm.net
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Showtime
Talent's abun-
dant when
these kids meet.
0

Cabin fever

Does that quintessentially
American in-the-woods look
give you fever in a good
way? If you live ina log
cabin, lodge-style home or
“Big Sky Country” abode,
maybe we could stop by for a
visit and cup of cocoa. We'd
like to share the beauty and
warmth of these homes - and
all their trimmings - with
readers in an upcoming issue.
Contact Nicole Stafford, At
Home writer, by phone at
(248) 901-2567 or e-mail at
nstafford@oe. homecomm.net,

Red-hot interiors

Just in time for Valentine's
Day, Studio Jewell presents
Love is in the Air, an explo-
ration of feng shui tech-
niques that enhance
romance and sensuality in
the master bedroom.

Scheduled 7-9 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10, at Studio
Jewell, 501 S. Washington in
downtown Royal Oak, with
feng shui specialist
Catherine Hilker, the class is
priced at $25. For more infor-
mation or to register, call
(248) 414-6114.

Container Warehouse

The Container Warehouse,
a popular warehouse source
among designers for heir-
loom-guality home furnish-
ings, has added its first foca-
tion in the continental
United States at 2321
Jackson Road, just east of
Maple Road in Ann Arbor.

The original store opened
in Honolulu in 1996, followed
by a store in Maui in 2001,

The Container Warehouse
directly imports entire ship-
ping containers packed full
of solid wood furniture from
around the world.

It specializes in solid teak
and mahogany furniture,
such as four-poster and
canopy beds, armoires,
dressers, fables, chairs,
desks and accessories. The
store carries a variety of
styles, from Arts and Crafts
to cottage to traditional.

The Container Warehotse
serves commercial and resi-
dential designers by offering
an ever-changing inventory
of hard-to-find furniture.

It is open to the general
public and offers delivery
throughout southeastern
Michigan.

Call (734) 995-9150.

Custom maps

Hunters, property owners
and outdoor enthusiasts can
order aerial photo maps
from myTopo.com and have a
waterproof or glossy copy
shipped to their doorstep
within 48 hours.

Like myTopo.com’s
popular print-on-demand
service for topographic
maps, the aerial photos can
be centered anywhere in the
United States, personalized
with @ name, and customized
with the customer’s choice
of title, navigational grids
and scale.

The photo maps measure
18 by 24 inches, and cost
$14.95 plus shipping.

The company recently
expanded its fopographic
map offering.

Now customers can choose
from three sizes: 18 by 24
inches for $9.95, 24 by 36
inches for $14.95, and 36 by
44 inches for $29.95.

For more information, visit
www.MapCard.com or
www.myTopo.com, or call
(866) 587-9004.
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Descendents’ Galeria owner and artist Sandi Hammerstrom Oliverio stands in front of a trompe l'oeil brick wail with windows and curtains she painted on one of her store
walls. Painted furniture, including an old-fashioned gossip bench, bottom left, surrounds her.

Classic Scandinavian

Furniture
style offers
simplicity,
color, comfort

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WRITER

Move over,
Scandinavian modern. A
predecessor, Scandinavian
country, has found mod-
ern-day appeal.

Sometimes called clas-
sic Scandinavian or
Gustavian style after the
18th centufy Swedish kings who
had a hand in its development, the
style brings us: painted furniture,
simple lines, small doses of orna-
mentation, both carved and paint-
ed, and a color palette of clear, yet
softened, light and bright tones
from Danish blue to sunny yellow.

The style’s popularity seems log-
ical enough, as today’s love affair
with casual and comfortable inte-
riors continues.

Likewise, Scandinavian country
works well with other popular
styles, such as French country and
English cottage, at the same time
satisfying homeowners’ growing

Delicate flowers painted in pale yellow and violet embelfish a
white day bed (shortailed for display) and several other bed-
room pieces. The painting was done by Sandi Hammerstrom
Oliverio, who owns Descendents’ Galeria in downtown Plymouth. countries, said

eclecticism.

“I think the simplicity is what is
really appealing. People are look-
ing to have a more casual lifestyle
and have things that aren’t so
fussy,” said Lynn Marie Smelser, a
local interior designer with Ethan
Allen, which has stores in Auburn
Hills, Birmingham, Novi, Livonia,
Ann Arbor and Sterling Heights.

The retailer’s Swedish Country *
collection, a blend of Scandinavian
and American country styles, was
introduced about two years ago
and has been well-received locally,
said Smelser. The look “definitely
has good Midwestern appeal,” she

said.

In Michigan, with its
overcast, dark winters, the
lightness and brightness of
classic Scandinavian
makes sense environmen-
tally, said Sandi
Hammerstrom Oliverio,
artist and owner of
Descendents’ Galeria in
downtown Plymouth,
where hand-painted furni-
ture by artists of
Scandinavian descent is
the sole focus.

Historically, the style
evolved as a way to tem-
per the long dark winters
endured in Scandinavian

Hammerstrom, whose
family descends from Sweden and
Finland.

Other characteristics of the
overall style are minimal use of
drapes and plentiful use of can-
dles, she said.

“Their winters are so long and
so dark, so they wanted this light
effect”

The style didn’t evolve in isola-
tion, however. Artisans from other
European nations, such as France
and Italy, influenced the look
when they were hired in the 1700s
by Swedish kings Gustav 11T and
IV to imitate their countries’ court
decorative styles.

Descendents' Galeria in downtown Plymouth showcas
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hand-painted by artists of Scandinavian descent.

ARTISTRY

Interestingly,

Descendents’ Galeria builds
on this tradition through its
offerings by different artists.
Of the six currently show-
cased, one strongly repre-

sents traditional

Scandinavian country, while

Hammerstrom’s own

creations have a strong
French influence.

Indeed, many of her
pieces have trompe loeil
details. An old-fashioned
gossip bench, for instance,
bears a painted yellow
address book.

Hammerstrom, who has

PLEASE SEE STYLE, €3

Backyard ice rink can be

BY BARRY JENSEN between when you order ~ Wright said. maintain the ice,” Wright
STAFF WRITER the rink and when it is The kits range froma  said.
delivered can be as little ~ back yard-size 13 feet by “They are sort of mini-

If you want an outdoor  as one day, if you pick a 17 feet up to an Olympic- Zambonis, except these
ice rink in your back popular size that is in size 100 feet by 200 feet.  don’t have wheels. You
yard, give these guys a stock. If you want a big You can even get a multi-  just hook them up to the
call. Outdoor Fun Store  rink, that maytakeupto  purpose configuration hose and run the T-
in Wayne sells several a week. that can beused as a shaped tools across the
sizes of do-it-yourself “We sold about 50ice  roller-hockey rink during ice.” Outdoor Fun Store
home ice rinks. rinks so far this winter,” warm weather. also sells the accessories

A small backyard rink  said Daniel Wright, store “We get a lot of folks you need to make your
kit can be bought for founder and president. who want these rinks,” back yard rink a go. After
$289. Youcanbuyakitto “We opened four years he said. “The kids may all, what's a hockey rink
build a full-size hockey ago selling residential still go to a municipal without a couple of goals?
arena, complete with playscapes, basketball rink to play, but they put The largest rinks are
boards and penalty boxes, equipment and other up a smaller rink in their  often bought by munici-
for a whole lot more. outdoor play structures.”  back yard for practice. palities to set on the

Or, if “do-it-yourself” Home outdoor ice rinks “They work well for ground outside, giving
means “someone-else- were added this fall. youngsters who are into  residents more time for

do-it-for-me,” hire the
store’s installation crew

The ice rink kits come
with step-by-step assem-
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