TiomeTown™

COMMUNICATIONS
NETWORK

Voluma 115 Number 71

N K E PABER

TODAY

Fueling the fury: Cus-
tomers, and even some
gas station managers, are

- Plymouth, Michigan

Plumouth Abserve

Your hometown newspaper serving Plymouth and Plymouth Township for 115 years

Thursday. May 3. 2001 hometownnewspapers.net

Rymouth District Libra
223 S. Main Street 4

Plymouth, Mich. 43179

‘ ©2001 HomeTown Communications Network™

District, teachers back at table

B Plymouth-Canton administrators and teach-
ers are back at the bargaining table just
weeks after teachers ignored their leadership
and rejected an offer that would have given
them a new contract.

Teachers turned down the contract,
which was recommended by the PCEA,
mainly because they didn't like the
proposed salary schedule. The tenta-
tive agreement called for teachers at
the very top of the pay scale, along
with first-year teachers, to receive a 3

years, plus a master’s degree, for a Ply-
mouth-Canton teacher to get to the top
of the wage scale.

“Salary differences between the top
and middle steps is a big issue,” admit-
ted Chuck Portelli, PCEA president.
“We'll find out what we can do with it

BY TONY BRUSCATO Schools negotiators are back at the percent wage hike. Teachers in ... find out where the board is at and
perplexed —and upset — STAFF Warres bargaining table today, the first time between, who are in their second let them know where our members
about prices taking a 10- thresnatebe.bamsommu.not since teacher;‘ rejected a‘:)ne-year through 10th years, would have stand. They're more happy with a tra-
: : The Plymouth-Canton Education ©xtension to the current three-year received a 1.75 percent wage increase.

:Zenetkh/zieaat the pump this Association and Plymouth-Canton Pact which expires in August. It takes 11 Please see CONTRALT, A3
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Music: Plymouth Oratorio

Society regroups for

Mozart’s “Requiem.”/B1

Dining: Pamper mom with

a leisurely brunch on

Mother’s Day./B8

T Township already
Etfervescent decor: A p

designer from Wayne
County is among those
who decorated the Detroit
Historical Society’s
Designer Showhouse in
Bloomfield Hills./C1
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Departure: Two long-time

big part of city’s
recreation program

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFY WRITER

BSTAFY PEOTOS BY PAUL EURSCIMANN
Chris Jeffers, 11, from left, Nick Hendzell, 12, and David Nelson, 11, listen to
Judge Ron Lowe, of the 35th District, as he hears cases at the Plymouth Cul-
tural Center Tuesday. Approximately 300 students from Central Middle
School spent the morning watching the legal process as Lowe heard cases
mwﬁom drunk driving to minor in possession of alcohol gnd larceny.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

As City of Plymouth and Plymouth Township elected offi-
cials get ready to discuss the possibility of a joint recreatg
program, it appears the city is already providing substan
recreation opportunities for both Plymouth Township
Canton Township. ¢

;;;ployeeacof the Women’s | ] Figures released by 3 f
source enterat the city’s recreation ; f
st | Logal eagles B ELE 8 ekt
ramn re ende;

retiring./ ) é ;m 05 e 1;;.“';5*‘.*9 re%’ program with e'l:y Fisml
Anniversary: The Montes- ‘ ; = ]tl'measntii:zew oot r ’
sort Conteror Our L | | Students get a lesson-in the law | imsicmm wotthe case.

. in the same programs. Steve Anderson

in Livonia will hold a
reunion picnic June 3, to
celebrate the schools 25th

In fact, there are nearly —City recreation supervisor
the same number of
Canton Township resi-

dents in the city’s recreation programs as there are city par-

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

. early 300 Central Middle School sixth ticipants.
annwersa’y'/07 N graders faced 35th District Court “'Fhe overall concept of joint recreation is up to the admin-
- Judge Ron Lowe in court Tuesday istration to decide if that's the way they'd like to go,” said
morning. Steve Anderson, recreation supervisor. “From a numbers
m “It's nice to see so many law-abiding stu- standpoint, that’s the conclusion.
dents at one time,” Lowe said to the group. “It would be nice to say we could run every program with
What’s hot: Home buyers “Usually, the only kids I get to see are those city residents, but that's clearly not the case. To be an island

who are in trouble.”
Lowe, who teaches once a month at Central,
held court at the Plymouth Cultural Center as

among yourself isn't feasible. If you take a look at the num-
bers, it draws its own conclusion.”
During the current budget sessions, the administration is

look for certain features.
Which features are the

most popular?/El part _of Law Day activities: He spent the proposing the general fund budget contribute $221,000 to the
morning hearing real cases, including drunk Q & A: Judge Ron Lowe, of the 35th recreation fund. However, the budget requires the depart-

driving, minor in possession of aleohol and District. answers stud, ’te’ e ment to generate more than $954,000 in fees for services to

larceny, as students looked on. 4 i I quesianng, make it a viable operation. The majority of the revenues are

“What's important is that students get a bit expected to come from soccer program registration and fees,

of reality of how the system works.” said Lowe. B “If you drive a car, you are responsible to projected to reach $115,000, and senior programs, which are

“They learn there are consequences for misbe- make sure it has a valid license plate.” expected to generate nearly $40,000.

ACT/SAT scores determining the winners
The highest possible score 15 2.000. and
all of our winners topped 1,900
Listed in order of point ranking, this

winners but of the runners-up as well.
All 47 are outstanding students, and
we are proud to give them this recogni-

tion.

Newsroom 734-159 2700

Apantments/E8 HomeTown havior. It gives them a chance to see the sys- B “If you get caught with drugs, your par- “I think we need to look at partnerships with Plymouth
At Home/C1 Lite/CT7 tem and understand it so they can begin to ents won't get in trouble unless it's found that Township, Canton Township and the schools,” said City
Automotive /F5 Jobs/E9 appreciate it.” a parent is giving their children drugs and Manager Paul Sincock. “We should look at the Northvilles to
Classified/E,F Obituaries/A6 Between cases, students asked Lowe some tobacco.” see what their recreation plans are for the future. We antici-
Classified Opinions /A8-9 provocative questions, and he gave straight-up B “If parents give children cigarettes, they pate continued changes in our programs as we upgrade them
Index/ES Real Estate/E1 answers, ~Ploase sec COURT, Ad to incorporate new partnerships.”
Crossword/E6 Service Guide/F3 —
Entertainment/B1  Sports/Dd Please sce RECREATION, A3
[ ] L ]
Observer recognizes 16th-annual Academic All-Stars .
Inside this issue of the Observer, you'll vear's All-Stars are: Margaret Wright of The All-Stars: Front
find a special section we're very proud of: Mercy High School, Cynthia Rich of row, from lefi, are
The Observer Academic All-Stars. Salem High School, Kevin Pilkiewicz of Michael Anderson,
This is our 16th year of recognizing out-  Detroit Catholic Central High School, Shigong Zhang
standing academic achievement on the part  Yibo Ling of Salem High School, Amanda and Amanda Pat-
of high school students in Canton, Ply- Patton of Farmington High School, Anne ton. Second row
mouth, Livonia, Westland, Garden City, Bresler of Churchill High School, Betsy " ;
= S Al . Saad from left, are Sean
edford, Farmington and Farmington Radtke of Canton High School, Eric McCann. Bet
I got a good response and sold the Hills. Konopka of Wayne Memorial High Ratk n',dA ‘3
«ar with your paper.” “These outstanding students deserve School, Kimberly Weaver of Canton High fiie & : ied
KM special recognition. The Observer regularly ~ School, Jason Gehan of Detroit Catholic Bmyman' Third
Waterford recognizes athletic achievement, and we Central High School, Brian Doughty of mu." from leﬂ' e
feel that academic achievement deserves North Farmington High School, Christo- Brian Doughty,
the same recogmition.” saud Observer Man- pher Gansen of Stevenson High School, %nthla Rwh’
aging Editor Hugh Gallagher. “The Aca- Shigong Zhang of Churchill High School, imberly Weaver
demie All-Stars 1s a way to recognize both Michael Anderson of Thurston High and Anne Bresler.
the schools and their students.” School, Sean McCann of Thurston High Back row, ﬁ‘bm
Our 16 All-Stars were chosen from a School and Audrey Brayman of Wayne Itﬁ, are Christo-
group of 47 sentors submitted by area high  Memorial High School. pher Gansen,
school principals We hope you will take the time to look Kevin mkiCWiCZ.
The criteria are objective, with grade over this special section and appreciate Eric Konopka and
point average in core subjects and the accomplishments of not only our 16 Yibo Ling. Not

shown are Mar-
garet Wright and
Jason Ge
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ditional salary schedule, where
everyon gets the same
increase.”

More than 400 teachers voted
against the pact, which went
down to defeat by 55 votes.
However, Superintendent Kath-
leen Booher sees that as a posi-
tive sign.

“The teachers were vocal in
their vote, but nearly half were
favorable,” she said. “The union
leadership has been listening to
determine what the vote meant,
and we've been in discussion
with the union leadership to be
supportive. We hope it still will
be a decision the union will
favor.”

Portelli noted the union is dis-
turbed by the fact Plymouth-
Canton salaries are below those
in Oakland County.

“For the first seven steps we're
competitive. After the seventh
step, we're way behind them,”
said Portelli. “Half our member-
ship is at the top of the salary
schedule, and they're not com-
petitive with Oakland County.
If you look at it over the course
of a career, it’s an issue.”

Figures released by the PCEA
show a first-year teacher, who

AV
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Mans Pasta
h our Promethean Porter.

Salmon Pasta
with vulcan’s Vienna Ale.
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: pacsied with our Firelight Lager.
 Paclla Papardclla

J-winning hand-crafted alg

Ale. ;

| Suiggested with our Buming Brand Biter.

&w&muw&m& *448-735-4570 * www.michiganmenu.com
g

m
B ‘For the first seven

steps we're competi-
tive. After the seventh

step, we're way behind
them.’

Chuck Portelli
—PCEA president

under the current pact earns
$34,734, would have jumped to
$35,776. A teacher at the top of
the scale, with a master’s degree,
is currently paid $67,700. The
new contract would have
increased that salary to $69,767.

Portelli said elementary teach-
ers were also unhappy with
another non-traditional issue,
six late start days. Instead of
the traditional four half-days for
staff development in which stu-
dents attend class for a half-day
followed by teacher in-service
time, Portelli said the staff was
not prepared to make changes
that would have staff develop-
ment at the beginning of the
day, with classes starting at 11
a.m.

The PCEA represents 1,000
teachers.
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Clrculation Nightline............ccceeeemnirrrnnnnee. 734-591-0500
Classified Advertising...........c.cccoenvrrnnnnnnnaes 734-591-0900
Display Advertising............ccccccmmnniiiiiinicnieane 734-591-2300
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Photo Reprints* * ..........cccininiieecranncniinnnnnes 734-591-0500
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card).

* OnLine — www.obser vereccentric.com — can be accessed with
just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You
are able to send and receive unl mited e-mail. access all features
of the Internet, read electronic :ditions of The Canton Observer
and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users
across town or across the country

*+Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our
staff photographers. Please provitc publication date. page number
and description of the picture, which must have been published
within the past six months. Prints are $20 for the first print, $7.50
for each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit
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Bird outing

Golfers, sponsors and silent donations
are needed for the first Nellie E. Bird Golf
Outing, which takes place at 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 2 at Salem Hills Golf Club,
8810 W. Six Mile in Salem. Registration
begins at 12:30. Cost is $100 per golfer.

Proceeds from the outing will raise
money for the 50th anniversary celebration
at Bird Elementary School in Plymouth
Township.

The outing is a scamble format, shotgun
start. Following golf, an outdoor barbecue
picnic is planned. Putting contests,
straightest drive and a raffle will also be
featured, along with prizes for closest to the
pin and longest drive. A silent auction with
sports memorabilia, vacations and dinner
packages is planned. g

Nongolfers are welcome for dinner (7
p.m.) at $25 per person.

To reserve a foursome or become a spon-
sor, call Marlene Butzow at (734) 455-6638
or Ellen Gregory at (734) 454-4186. Spon-
sors are still needed for the fund-raiser and
donations are being sought for the silent
auction. Sponsorships range from $150 to
$1,000.

Ralsing money

Rebellious Dreamers, a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to encouraging women to
“live their dreams,” presents A Night of

PLYMOUTH
PIPELINE

Magic and Music at 7 p.m., Monday,
21 at the Penn Theater in downtown Ply-
mouth.

Admission is a $20 tax-deductible contri-
bution. Tickets are available at the Penn
Theater or by calling Rebellious Dreamers,
(734) 480-8396. Tickets will also bé avail-
able at the door.

A Night of Magic and Music features
singer/songwriter Joy Adler, Rebellious
Dreamers’ first award winner in 1999,
along with special guest Andrew Bennett,
master magician and member of the Magic

Circle saciety of professional magicians.

Cheer tryouts

The Plymouth Salem Coed Cheer Team
tryouts are next week. Tryout sessions are
Tuesday, May 8, Wednesday, May 9 and
Thursday, May 10 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
and Saturday, May 12 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Salem Gym. Judging will take place
throughout the week.

Males and females who will attend Ply-
mouth Salem High School in the fall are
encouraged to tryout. Last year, the co-ed

‘ orn Wayne County Alumni Chapter

varsity squad finished in eighth place at
the National High School Cheerleading
Championships held in Orlando, Fla.

Call the high school for more information.

EMU runners

The Eastern Michigan University West-
il.invh-
ing EMU alums and their families and
friends to take part on the EMU alumni
team in the 2001 Relay for Life.

Sponsored by the Western Wayne chap-
ter, the run takes place at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, May 19 and Sunday, May 20, at Her-
itage Park on Canton Center Road in Can-
ton.

The relay is a team event in which
friends, families, co-workers, neighbors and
others come together for a 24-hour event to
raise money for the fight against cancer.
Team members collect donations prior to
the event. During the relay, members take
turns walking around the illuminated
wa]kingpathnt}leﬁhge!’arkforﬂlwun
and enjoy other planned activities such as
picnics, dancing and socializing.

The Western Wayne chapter community
raised $50,000 in 1999 and $94,000 last
year. The goal this year is $150,000.

For more information or to join the EMU
alumni team, call Terry Bennett, (734) 394-
5121, or Mike Gerou, (734) 454-0770.

Recreation ;.. ...

Sincock said he and his sub-

committee, consisting of com- to discuss joint recreation. gram, afid that what people are
missioners Dan Dwyer, Sean “I think we're already running used to,” added Mayor Pro-Tem
FitzGerald and Michele Potter, a joint recreation program,” said Colleen Pobur.

will soon be meeting with the FitzGerald.

Plymouth Township supervisor

SPRING S 1LE!

TTREE-MENDOUS S (1]

»

,.
l
|

38 Varieties Of Stone And Mulch
Ask for the e
Planting of the Palms Sat. May 12.join Us! |

Featuring this week....

* Weeping Cherry * Bragford Pear

 Crimson King Maple
All from*129”

(ask about our wholesale program)

F.et's Get 'Stoned” at Crimboli's

“"Tree Wizard' . .¢

| Crimboli Nursery

‘Vv'e’ve got a Eéod. strong pro-

“It’s a"credit to our recreation

N )

program that we're providing
programs for all age groups,”
said Dwyer.

Anderson said the reason so

ipate in the city’s programs is
because their children attend
school with the children of city
residents.

“The children within the
entire school district go to class-
es together, so they want to play
together, too,” he said.

(734) 459-2700, or
emalling the editor,
Brad Kadrich, at
bkadrich@
oe.homecomm.net
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Want a Great Rate O
HOME EQUITY LOAN?

Community

=% Federal

G RAE USRS SR IS S

AT YOUR SERVICE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Aotniversary

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville, or Novi, it's as
close as your own backyard.

Home Equity
Line of Credit

with rates as low as

and NO CLOSING COSTS*

Plymouth
500 S. Harvey

Canton

6355 N. Canton Center Rd.

Northville
400 E. Main St.

www.cfcu.org
Fhe abwove raie (Prime Rate as pubtoshed in the Wall Street Fournal - 28 s hased upen kan smounts
G K25 000 o more with o doan toosadue CE TS 08 K00 ar lecs and assames the dis ount of 2¢%
received when payments are antomaticolhy deducted trone o Commumity Federal ecking accoun
Actoal rate wll be determimed by LEN and the amannt barroned N SN0 g efjation fee o
charged o all accomnts Closed wirhin the st 24 menths The annial fee of $50 00 1« waved fon the
tirst year, and on all acconnts with habances of SO0 maore Rate as of SFU01 cyhyecr w0 cha

Call or Stop In Today!

(734) 453-1200
(577) YES- GEGY

Equal Opportunity Lender

many township residents partic- .
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American Cancer Society Relay for Life returns

The American Cancer Soci-

- ety’s annual 24-hour Relay for

Life returns to Stevenson High

School starting at noon Friday,
June 15.

This community event allows
people from all walks of life to
celebrate life for survivors, to
remember loved ones lost and to
rally together as a community to
fight cancer.

“Relay For Life helps repair
your soul and the hole created
from the loss of a loved one from
cancer,” said Susie Graham, vol-
unteer, American Cancer Soci-
ety. “Relay is a place for sur-
vivors to release their feelmgs of
grief and anger, it gives them
the support that they are so in
need of, from those who have
been through the same chal-
lenges, and helps them to carry
on with their lives.”

Last year, the Livonia Relay
for Life raised more than
$51,000 and brought more than
500 people to Stevenson High

School. This money is used to

Those interested in participat-

fund cancer research and local ing are invited to call the Ameri-
education and community out- can Cancer Society at (248) 557-
5363.

reach programs.

OVERUSED

Overuse injunies result from the
wear and tear of repetitive activity.
Tendinitis is the problem behind

§ many overuse injuries. Tendons, the
] fibrous cords that anchor muscles 1o
i bones, are vuinerable because the
force oiEdmg's:k co;:::m is
transmitts rough hqk
who exercise regularty are especially
4 at risk because of the m
produced by their well
muscles. These forces increase
tension on the tendons, which can
then rub against bones, ligaments,
and ather tendons to cause rmitation.
Tendinitis is deceptive. The pain can
be severe at the beginning of
exercise, then may diminish as
exgrcise continues, only %0 retum

sharply once it has stopped.
Stretching and  strengthening
tendinitis,

center, located in Pfymwth at 479
Forest Avenue, Suite 20, at 455-
8370. Early moming and evening
wlnn

Mav 110
The Planting of the Palims

Fun around your pool or patio
Fresh From Florida...Real, Live 12'-16' Palms!

PALM SALLBDAY MY 1290
ASK LOR THE FRET AvZ4 1y
i l\\n\\xlllxp\l VN

Crimboli Nursery

[ 4
nhmummm tn&nknusnmg
likely to mo‘nknce mmmbm of the ankle.

5014 Ford Road south sade) ® Canton * 734-495-1700

A.R. Kramer Celebrates

National Karastan
Month

Now is the season for color, dazzle and
the beauty of Karastan..It’s National
Karastan Month at A. R. Kramer where
you’ll save on carpets for the entire
home-tough Berbers for the family
room, elegant textures for the living
room, or beautiful-but durable cut pile
carpets for all over. Hurry in soon. It’s
your choice of Karastan carpets, every
one at a very choice price.

asaLeyendinFlooring

AR Koumer (Toorins

““MM.”II!“’

DUPONT FLOORING CENTER
42179 Ford Aud, Costes, I (Bast of Litey)

(734) 844-1000

u.m.m.mt-..n.‘uu’mum ummmuuum
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District should take a
look at all funding

There aren’t many communities where
the high school band director’s departure
would qualify as front-page news but Ply-
mouth-Canton is certainly one of them.
Sunday's Observer story on David
McGrath’s decision to leave the school
district for the band director’s job at Mar-
cus High School in Flower Mound, Texas,
undoubtedly struck a sour note for sup-
porters of the national award-winning P-
CEP marchers.

Even though we don’t know him per-
sonally, we will miss McGrath not just
for the results he achieved on the field,
but for the sense of pride and accomplish-
ment he instilled in his students and the
community. A short list of the band’s
achievements since McGrath became
director of bands in 1985 includes:

@ Six consecutive state titles in the
annual competition at the Pontiac Silver-
dome;

8 A national title in December 1999 in
competition at the RCA Dome in Indi-
anapolis and second-place finishes in
1988 and 2000;

B Performing at the Fiesta Bowl in
Tempe, Ariz.

Individually, dozens of Plymouth-Can-
ton graduates have made the marching
bands at the University of Michigan,
Michigan State University and other col-
leges, many receiving music scholarships.

McGrath, a 1983 Canton High School
graduate who said he would have liked to
retire from his “dream” job, cited person-
al reasons for his decision, mainly more
time for his family. However, he said the
district indireetly eentributed to the
change by failing for many years to hire a
third person to assist with the program.
“There have been proposals before, but
nothing has ever happened,” McGrath
said. “... [ respect their decision, but the
band hasn't been made a priority.”

McGrath will work with three assis-

tants in his new post, at a school that has
about 60 percent as many students as P-
CEP. McGrath said the state of Texas |
puts a lot of resources into extracurricu- |
lar programs. "

Band boosters, who take a high-profile
role in Plymouth-Canton, and at least
one school board member believe the
high school mueic program deserves '
more money. “I feel strongly we need to
look hard at our current co-curricular |
budget and find more money for the !
marching band,” said Trustee Judy |
Mardigian. “We all know it’s underfund- |
ed.ll

Maybe it is. But there are other
extracurricular areas in Plymouth-Can-
ton deserving a little (or a lot) of financial
attention, too. For example, the district’s
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four middle schools have a shoestring ‘
budget when it comes to the arts and ath- i ' Tree clal‘lﬂcaﬂon

letics. |
We believe any additional money for |
the band should come only after a com- |
prehensive review of all extracurricular
programs by the administration.
Comparing Michigan to Texas in one I
tightly defined area of school finance is |
misleading. And as McGrath points out, |
Plymouth-Canton has been handicapped
for seven years by Proposal A, which |
kicked in after local voters had rejected a |
property tax. i
While McGrath deservedly gets much
of the credit for the program’s recent suc-
cess, even he said there was a solid foun- |
dation on which to build when he !

arrived. He is confident that whoever is '
hired to replace him will be well-qualified
and up to the task of leading this pre- !
miere group of students. }
“This program has committed ntm:kmtvsi J
parents and staff. I was only one piecé o
the puzzle,” he said. !
A key piece, we add. And one that will
create a hole that won't be easily filled.

State needn’t be ‘Wild Midwest’

Gun-rights advocates have certainly
made some fair points about the current
state of law regarding permits to carry
concealed weapons. Drafted back in the
1920s, Michigan’s present CCW law has
resulted in a system that allows county
gun boards to decide on permit applica-
tions in an arbitrary fashion.

But the revision to CCW laws — rushed
through the Legislature in the closing
days of last year's session and set to go
into effect this July — is a serious overre-
action.

There can be little doubt it will result
in a large increase in the number of peo-
ple legally carrying concealed “heat” in
Michigan, by some estimates up to a 10-
fold increase.

We've no desire to see Mi:higan turned
into “The Wild Midwest.”

Given a chance to vote on this law in a
referendum, Michigan voters should toss
it out and send state lawmakers back to
the drawing board.

Improvements needed to the law
include:

B Tougher restrictions. If lawmakers
want to retain “shall issue” wording —
language that eliminates the discretion
of local gun boards and requires them to
give out permits as long as applicants
meet all the criteria - additional restric-
tions are in order. Applicants should be
required to “show a need.”

Under the current “may issue” rules,
gun boards often do require a showing of
need, but what they’ll accept as a need is
frequently disputed. Lawmakers ought to
require that showing, then provide a list
of what needs are considered acceptable
for issuing a CCW permit. If the appli-
cant can show that need, shall issue
wording begins to make more sense.

B Revise in the new CCW law the so-
called “village idiot clause.” State law-
makers included the clause to allow gun
beards to weed out applicants who might
not have a criminal record or might not
have been committed to a mental institu-
tion, yet would present a danger to them-
selves or others if allowed to walk arpund
with guns. Nice idea, but gun boards
would have to produce “clear and con-
vincing evidence” the applicant presents
a danger. That standard of evidence is
too high. The wording needs to be
changed to provide a presumption in
favor of the board when it exercises its
discretion. Applicants could still appeal
to the courts if rejected on that basis, but
the burden of evidence would shift

@ The time period given to gun boards

to conduct background checks on appli-
cants is seriously too short. Set in the
new law at 30 days, it is half to one third
the time given gun boards in other
states.

B Nice as it is that lawmakers ruled
out applicants with a history of mental
illness, there is no way for gun boards to
check on that history. The system
depends on applicants admitting to gun
boards they have had problems. Other-
wise, boards would have to poll every
therapist in the state to do a thorough
check. Lawmakers need to close this gap.

At this point, it appears a referendum
question on the new CCW law is headed
to the ballot in 2002. The People Who
Care About Kids Cammittee gathered
260,000 signatures to put the law to a
referendum. The Michigan United Con-
servation Clubs and the Michigan Coali-
tion of Responsible Gun Owners filed suit
to block that vote. On Monday, April 30,
Supreme Court justices remanded the
case to the court of appeals, insisting on
a ruling by June 1 and stating the ques-
tion of whether laws that appropriate
money can be subjected to referendum is
“ripe for review.”

We believe the expression of that many
voters should be honored and the ballot
question should proceed.

Further, the last-minute addition of a
$1 million appropriation to the CCW hill
was so clearly a ploy by legislators to
block a public vote that anything less
than allowing an election to proceed will
do violence to the very notion of “govern-
ment by the peaple.”

This is not about Second Amendment
rights. Clearly, a Michigan citizen has a
right to own a gun. Nor i1s it about the
right of self-defense. We all retain that
right. It is not even about the “right to
bear a-ms.”

This is about carrying a gun hidden
from view. The government has long
since insisted it has a legitimate interest
asking citizens to get a permit, and the
courts have supported 1t

Nevertheless, proponents of the new
CCW law have identified flaws in the old
gystem. Their new version, however,
involves enormous risks. Just because “]

want to” is not a sufficient reason for
somebody to be walking around with a
pistol hidden on their person.

We urge rejection of the law as passed
by the legislature. That might send a
message to zealots on either side, encour-
aging them to get back to the drafting
table

Through your good offices [ would
like to provide some clarification to a
story that appeared in The Detroit
News on April 22 regarding the Wilcox
Copper Beech tree.

When I read the plea to preserve the
tree (January Observer) by Mrs.
Cheryl Bord, I was moved to put her in
contact with the last living member of
the Wilcox family, Mrs. Julia Wilcox
Sanderson, then living in Massachu-
setts.

After corresponding with Mrs.
Sanderson, Cheryl Bord decided to
launch a petition drive to save the

| tree. This was strictly Mrs. Bord's

idea. I merely assisted her. Unfortu-
nately, the News reporter was unable
to reach Mrs. Bord during Easter vaca-
tion.

In my epinion, Cheryl Bord was the
persen most responsible for starting
the Save The Tree movement. Her
efforts were followed by several Let-
ters to The Editor, urging that the tree
be saved.

Mrs. Sanderson died recently at the
age of 96.

Bruce Richard
Piymouth

B Dumb decisions

I agree there is a set of long-term
residents and business owners who
have earned their right to speak for or
against airport operations. However, I
do not recognize any perceived right to
comment on airport operations by
those squatters attempting to bear
witness to their self-inflicted woes.

Squatters in this case are those who
have chosen to ignore reality. Squat-
ters are those who have chosen to live
in the flight path of an airport. Their
feelings in the matter cannet trump
the common-sense thoughts of thou-
sands of residents living in our area
who for years knew it would be unwise
to live in its path.

We all watched through the years as
developments got closer and closer.
But there are good and bad decisions.
A decision to approve a development
does not automatically make it a good
decision. Living or working in one of
these developments for a time does not
suddenly erase the bad judgment of
everyone involved.

For years, clear-thinking residents
have been shaking their heads in mor-
bid disbelief as each participant in this
process took a little bit more and
ignored reality a little bit more.

Planes have always crashed in the
nearby fields. Any zoning ordinance
allowing buildings to occur in the
flight path, any residential site plan
passed, any builder pushing a develop-
ment there, any sales office offering
residential there, anyone buying in the
flight path of an airport - is simply
dumb. And there is no way to say it
any nicer.

Am I pro-airport or anti-airport?
Neither. What I am is sick of those
newcomers and squatters who ignore
reality, who step all over the common
sense of everyone else so they can get
ahead, and whose decisions diminish
the values of everyone around them.

Glenn Kremer
1 Plymouth

B Malott wrong

Mike Malott's (I believe that he is
not a Christian) ridiculous “cbvious
example” with human jaw and “too

many teeth” (Intelligent Design theory
called an “insult to God,” April 19,
2001), makes as much sense as a case
of a green-leaves eating worm who,
capable of seeing only what’s in front
of him, waded into the stem of a grow-
ing cabbage and wondered what it is
for; then concluded that it is nothing
more than an obstruction spitefully
planted on his path by someone mean.

The absolute, unchangeable fact is
that God’s magnificent creation is per-
fect. Everything has its purpose.
Nothing could have been done better
by the mind of a wormy human engi-
neer.

. In the past believed by some as
unnecessary, tonsils, appendix, and
yes, the wisdom teeth, fulfill important
biological functions with respect to
good health. In the whole world, only
a tiny fraction of 1 percent of people
have their wisdom teeth removed for
the reason given by Malott. All others
find them useful, no encumbrance at
all.

Thomas Edison, the famous inven-
tor, said, “We do not know one mil-
lionth of one percent about anything.”
His admission is certainly worthy of a
great mind. The Darwinian theory is
just a theory, unproven and never to
be proven because it is erroneous,
nothing more than a guess, faulty like
many other guesses by limited minds,
contradicting the obvious. Its validity
can be compared to a case where a
worm waded into a mountain, and see-
ing there a yellowish stone theorized
that it is a cake of cheese.

All indications are that each species
were created distinct, their physical
and mental characteristics determined
at the time of the creation, and
remained as such ever after. There is
no single evidence to the contrary.

All creation is one great miracle,
engineered to perfection and managed
by the everlasting super-intelligence
which is our Almighty God. It cannot
be otherwise. Many great human
minds involved in fathoming the mys-
teries of nature, the marvels of the cre-
ation, unanimously and unconditional-
ly agree with this assumption. Teach-
ing in our schools the faulty,
unproven, Darwinian theory, which
seems to be solely a guess or sugges-
tion by a single, limited mind, makes
not much sense.

Joseph Wira
Plymouth

l Not so protective

I have been a teacher in the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community Schools for
16 years. During this time I have
reported three of my students to Pro-
tective Services for suspected child
abuse or neglect. In all three cases,
Protective Service case workers went
out to the house to investigate, and
afterwards [ received letters stating,
“There was not a preponderance of evi-
dence of neglect or abuse.”

[ continue to see the same signs and
nothing happens. With luck these
children will live to become adulte, but
not without scars, or the likelihood
that they will engage in the same par-
enting patterns that they suffered
from.

Our school had a Protective Service
worker come to a meeting concerning a
student of ours and he explained to us
what geographic area he was covering
and how many children he had on his
caseload. It certainly appeared to be
“Programmed Failure” to me.

I had a substitute teacher who filed
a report on the same student I had.

She said that the person who took her
information seemed “disinterested.”
When she finished, the substitute
teacher said, “I have taught for 30
years and this is the second time I
have reported a child.” The worker
said, “You should have said that in the
first place.” -

My 8-year-old nephew had a long file
with Protective Services, first in Dear-
born and then in Pontiac. When he
died under suspicious circumstances,
three members of our family called the
Gratiot County Coroner’s Office and
shared information about the long file
with Protective Services, and asked for
an autopsy. .

My grown children were appalled at
the bruises on his face and arms as he
lay in his casket. No investigation was
done. A few months later my mother-
in-law, my husband and I got an
appointment to talk to the head of Pro-
tective Services. The appointment w
changed to an ombudsman for Oak-
land County. My mother-in-law came™
with a one-inch-thick file on the Pro-
tective Service reports made by neigh-
bors and my nephew’s teachers, letters.
written by neighbors, letters written
by my mother-in-law to the governor of
Michigan, and the state representa-
tives.

We offered to make copies of every-
thing, but she didn’t want them. ;
Nothing happened. About four months
later, my 11-year-old nephew told the
whole story of his lifelong abuse to his
classroom teacher. His sister, 10, con-
firmed the facts. My husband and I
were called late that night to pick
them up at a McDonald's in Pontiac.

Now, four years later, the kids are
safe, but not due to Protective Ser-
vices. The loss of my nephew has
gnawed at my mother-in-law, probably
contributing to her streas and health
problems. I know she would feel bet-
ter if there was a thorough investiga-
tion of the people and agencies
involved, and [ would feel better if 1
could believe it made a difference
whether I call Protective Services or
not.

Joan Gardner
Plymouth-Canton
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{On first glance, it looked a lot like park.

* A state body (in this case, the Michigan Eco-
nomic Development Corporation) announces 11
“BmartZones,” carefully scattered around the
state. The press release detailing locations of the
vprious SmartZones quotes an aspirant for higher
office (in this case, Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus).

1 But a more careful look reveals something far
more significant
for the future of
our economy
than just another
government pro-
gram announced
by an aspirant
for higher office.

So far as I
know, the Smart-
Zone program is
unique in Ameri-
ca: An integrated
way to encourage
links between
research done in
university labs to
. the business com-
munity to new high tech companies, importantly
chupled with a method of financing the infra-
sjructure required to make these “virtual busi-
npss parks” really take off.

<The one in Western Wayne County, “Pinnacle

," is designed to create a state-of-the-
art real estate development that builds on and
complements the new Metropolitan Airport. The
vision is to transform around 1,200 acres of
underutilized county-owned land around the air-
port into a high-quality mixed business and tech-
nology zone.

SmartZones will be allowed to capture the
growth in property and school taxes as the busi-
ness climate improves, much like the tax incre-
ment financing system used to fund downtown
development areas. The revenues can be used to
build infrastructure ranging from sewers to high-
speed telecommunications, building incubators to
house high-tech companies and creating support
facilities like R&D and testing labs.

So what does it all mean?

It means that Michigan for the first time in my

martZones could be very
crucial to building Michigan

memory is getting serious about putting together
the elements that led to the development of high-
tech powerhouses like Route 128 outside Boston
and Silicon Valley in Californis. Both centers
were powered by proximity to great research uni-
versities, Route 128 to Harvard and MIT and Sili-
con Valley to Stanford. Each Michigan Smart-
Zone is directly tied to one or another university
or existing research center.

The emphasis on universities is not by chance.
Michigan’s universities are among the nation’s
leaders in research and development (U-M is
number one among public schools). But the his-
toric problem has been to leverage all this acade-
mic research activity into commercialization.
SmartZones are aimed directly at this connection.
And now that there are 11 SmartZones, it's poesi-
ble to see how one area compares with another in
linking research to the business world.

I asked Doug Rothwell, CEO of the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation, what the
criteria were for picking the 11 sites. “The busi-
ness realism and viability of the proposals, main-
ly,” he responded. “Of course, we were interested
in the connection to universities and research
labs, and we looked at amenities like incubators,
lab space, even day care facilities.”

Rothwell also stressed SmartZones as a way to
rebrand the image and direction of Michigan's
inner cities. “We deliberately tried to locate most
SmartZones in traditional core cities instead of
the suburbse. Michigan simply cannot achieve its
potential unless our cities are vibrant. So this
program links our ability to compete nationally in
the technology sector with revitalizing our tradi-
tional downtowns. It’s a real two-fer.”

The SmartZone program made it into the head-
lines for a day or two a couple of weeks ago. I
happen to think it might just turn out to be of
fundamental and lasting importance in building

Phil Power, in addition to being the Chair
man of the company that owns this newspa-
Pper, is a member of the board of the Michi-
gon Economic Development Corporation. He
welcomes your commenis on his column,
either by phone at (734) 665-4081 or by e-mail
to ppower® homecomm. net.

Academic All-Stars prove
future is full of rich promise

= Every day it's a different story. ;
One day we're.diving fast into a recession.
Company after company announces layoffs by the
thousands. Our

the date when
Social Security
collapses seems to
get closer all the
time).

But the next
day, things are
looking up. People
are still buying

just at a slower
rate. The estab-
lished companies seem to have enough resources
to weather the storm. The latest quarter actually
shows the economy grew, not a lot but it grew.

Half empty? Half full?

No one seems to know. But we choose to think
that a little optimism might carry us over into
better times. After all we were riding extremely

high just a year ago.
The future has rich promise. One reason I
know this is tucked inside this per. It is

The Observer’s annual tribute to the best and
brightest of our high school graduates. Our Aca-
demic All-Stars will one day take their place as
leaders in our communities. They will help pro-
vide the answers, discover the secrets, motivate
the actions of others and pursue excellence.

- One of the crucial issues that we face is in pub-
lic education. This became a prime topic during
the last presidential campaign. President Bush
calls himself an “education president.” It is the
one area where the conservative president
believes the national government needs to take a
more active rols.

We decided to pick the considerable brain
power of the Academic All-Stars about this sub-
ject they know first hand and which many of ]

them will pursue as admin-
istrators and o don't offer a
single view. Some of their ideas But they
offer thoughtful.contributions to the

debate, which is what gensrates bold, hew ide

ina 7
Keein Piikionics of Canten and Cothelic Cen.

tral High School supports vouchers and corporate

= R
2

charter achools with lower tuition, “The families
of children not in the public system should not
have to pay taxes to support the public schools.
This would not only help many promising chil-
dren receive a better education, it would also
force public schools to improve themselves in
order to secure those precious tax dollars they
need to operate.”

Brian Doughty of North Farmington High
School would encourage students to realize what
they have in public education and make the most
of it. “Too often I hear students saying they wish
there was something to do in this school, this
town etc. [ would try to get these students to
open their eyes and get involved,” he wrote.

Several students also urged more “involve-
ment” by parents. Michelle Mamo of Redford
Union High School writes, “I would establish new
programs to involve parents in their children’s
education. One of the problems with our society is
that the parents are not as informed or involved
with their students as they should be.”

Mamo and others also want public education to
be more academically challenging. Kimberly
Weaver of Canton High School wants to “make it
easier for the top students to take more challeng-
ing classes.”

Anne Bresler of Livonia Churchill High School
wants more recognition for non-sports activities.
“Losing sports teams get constant recognition
while award-winning choirs, theater programs
and students go unnoticed and under-appreciat-
ed.”

Students also stand up for their teachers, ask-
ing for more flexibility and creativity for individ-
ual teachers. Christopher Gansen of Livonia
Stevenson High School writes, “Teachers fre-
quently cannot teach what they deem necessary
because the standard curriculum does not allow
time for it. By allowing teachers to teach what
they want to, they can expose students to a wider
variety of materials and provide for more in-
depth learning.”

Our special section provides more thoughtful
commentary from these young people along with

heartfelt tributes to the teachers
who prodded them to give their best.

How can we be pessimistic with a future like
this?

is the managing editor of

1:&-' He can be
reschsd by at (784) 953-2148, by e-mail
af homecomm.net or by fax at
(734) 891-727.

I'm no different from most of the people who
have to deal with Fran Toney on any kind of regu-
lar basis.

Fran, the executive director of the Plymouth
Community Chamber of Commerce, is very diffi-
cult to say “No” to. She simply tunes you out, pre-
tending you haven’t answered her question, then
keeps asking it until you agree.

That's essentially what happened to the eight of
us who found ourselves standing on the stage at
Plymouth Manor last week, a crowd of whistling,
screaming, napkin-waving women who were hoot-
ing, whistling and cat-calling at us from their
chairs.

A Chippendales performance? Hardly. It was the
annual Secretaries’ Day luncheon, sponsored by
the chamber of commerce. This time, the “Men in
Black” were making their second consecutive per-
formance. Because I find it just as difficult to say
no to Fran as anyone else, [ was among them.

Once again, Joanne Zavisa, the dance guru who
owns Joanne's Dance Extension, tutored us, and
she got it done without too much giggling. We cut
the rehearsals down to two (I missed one due to
vacation), and she dummied down the routine
from last year (a necessary step, believe it or not).

Many of us were back for our return engage-
ment: Tom Nunez from Parker-Hanifin; Denny

Penmnm from Westchester Square; Brian
Mamo, gainfully emplc_ryad at Standard Fed-

eral; and Bob Scoggins, retired lawman. We were
joined by Jim Schults of Sealeant Equipment;
Mark Kramer ofSoil & Materials Engineers; and
Bill Gala from Plymouth Inn Assisted Living Cen-
ter.
And how did the rockies get dragged into it:

the most of any metro Detroit hospital

the iatest and best care to you. And for us,
thet's the greatest achievement of all

28 of Henry Ford Physiciaris were

ranked AIMeErica’s Best.

These Henry Ford physicians were recently named among the nation’'s best doctors
N the recently published book, Amenca’s
Top Doctors. Because of their dedication to patient care. we have been able to brning

The flair is back as
Men in Black make
triumphant return

8 8chults: “Frannie pretty much insisted.”

B Kramer: “Fran wouldn't take ‘no’ for an
answer.”

B Gala (the only one not bludgeoned into it by
Toney): “Actually, the women in my office told me
they put my name up for it, and they wouldn't let
me out of it.”

And how did the others get out of it? Plymouth
Township Police Chief Larry Carey, one of the
most enthusiastic Men in Black last year, opted
out, apparently the one man unaffected by Fran's
pleading. Mark Gates of Old Kent Bank was origi-
nally scheduled, but mysteriously (it seems) came
up with a vacation.

So we were on our own. To rectify last year's
biggest mistake — OK, second-biggest mistake,
after asking us to dance in the first place — Zavisa
brought her own music system so we could hear.
Last year, (EXCUSE ALERT) we couldn’t hear
and it resulted in some pretty bad dancing.

This year, the dancing went much better. The
crowd, though smaller, was equally raucous and
treated us with boatioads more respect than we
earned with our movements. They cheered, they
whipped napkins, at least one of us got a dollar
stuffed in his shirt (for the second straight year!).

And it was all in great fun, a chance to honor
the people who may work harder than anyone
else. They all went away with a few laughs and
some great door prizes, and they deserve it. Maybe
there should be more recognition days like this.

Just don’t ask us to dance.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the
Plymouth Observer. When he’s not dancing,
he’ll take your calls at (734) 4569-2700, or your
e-mails at bkadrich@ce. homecomm.net.

Men in Black
strut their

stuff on
at Plymout
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Madonna graduates
about 800 on May 5

On Saturday, May 5, Madonna
University’s 54th commence-
ment will take place at 10:30
a.m. in Calihan Hall at the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy, Detroit.
Of the more than 800 graduates
who will join the Madonna Uni-
versity alumni ranks, approxi-
mately 634 will receive a bache-
lor's degree; 268 a master’s
degree; and the remainder,
either an assoicate’s degree or a
certificate.

Honorary doctorate degrees
will be bestowed upon two indi-
viduals, Leah L. Chase, co-owner
and chef of Dooky Chase Restau-
rant, a family operated business
in New Orleans, and Bloomfield
Hills resident Thomas B. Mur-
phy, former chairman and prin-
cipal owner of Spring Arbor Dis-
tribution Co. and chairman of
the executive committee of Vir-
tual Systems.

A distinguished alumna award
will be given to Diane Gustin of
Livonia, who pursyed a triple
major while at Madonna, gradu-
ating with a bachelor’s degree in
1972.

Madonna University will con-
fer the degree of doctor of educa-
tion upon Leah L. Chase, a com-
passionate and dynamic commu-
nity leader who is nationally
known as a culinary expert and
a guiding force in the promotion
of human rights.

An ambassador of his Catholic
faith, Thomas B Murphy has
combined best business practices
with the teachings of Christ. He
will receive an honorary doctor-
ate of business administration
degree. Presiding over the com-
mencement ceremonies will be

Big Gym Fort
Side (play) Deck
3 Swings Pos.
Rope ladder
10’ Wave Shide 3

LOOking for that
Special Gift?
For Mother’s Day?

A Bridal Shower?
Graduation?

Or Any Occasion?

We offer a wide variety
of quality antiques and collectibles,
estate and vintage jewelry

e
Antiques on Main
115 South Main Street Royal Oak
Just South of Eleven Mile Road

Monday-Saturday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Sundays: 12.00pm-5-00pm

248.545.4663
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF WAYNE

ESTATE OF GERTRUDE H VINCENT.
DECEASED, DATE OF BIRTH
11758/1922 FILE NO 2000-625867 -DE
TO ALL CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS The dece-
dent, Gerirude H Vincanl, who lived at
33604 Krauter, Westland. Michigan. died
06/13/2000

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claimsg against the asiate will be
forever barred urfless presented to Dion-
aild A Vincent, named personal represen-
tative or proposed personal representia-
tive or to both the probate court al 2
Woodward Avenue. Delroit. and the
named/proposed personal representative
withm 4 months after the date of pubica-

tion of this notice
Dionaild A Vincent,
Personal Representative
14356 North Lake Road,
Gregory, Mi 48137
475-5791
ATTOANEY

Susan E Z2ale (P53736). 114 N Main
Strest, Ste 10, Cheisea, Mi 48118, 475-
5777

{5-3-01 WAYNE 1043103)

itttz

Madonna University Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Administra-
tion Ernest 1. Nolan, Ph.D. The
invocation will be given by Sister
Rose Marie Kujawa, Ph.D., ‘66
alum, president-elect and acting .
dean of the College of Science
and Mathematics. The mace
bearer will be Kathleen Cross,
Ph.D., assistant professor in the
College of Nursing and Health.

Schoolcraft College's 36th
commencement signifies a
major passage for more than
1,000 students, including 114
public safety graduates. For-
mer Gov. James Blanchard will
deliver the commencement
address at the public safety cer-
emony 7:30 p.m. Friday, and
the Rev. , pas-
tor of 8t. Mary Antiochian
Orthodox Church in Livonia,
will speak at the general com-

mencement at 8 p.m. Saturday.
Both ceremonies will be in the
Education Building.

lanchard, who has entered
the 2002 governor’s race, served
eight years as Michigan's gover-
nor before being defeated by
John Engler. He was appointed
ambassador to Canada in the
Clinton Administration and
received the Foreign Affairs
Award for Public Service at the
conclusion of his ambassador-

ship. Currently, Blanchard is
an attorney, icing in Michi-
gan and an.c.
Shalhoub has been pastor of
8t. Mary Antiochian Orthodox
Chureh in Livonia for the past
29 years, leading it from a small
congregation to one of the fore-
most churches in the area, cur-
rently constructing a new $10
million basilica. He holds an
associate degree from School-
craft College and was named

Schoolcraft commencements May 4, 5

Distinguished Alumni in 2000.
He currently serves on the
8choolcraft College Poundation
Board of Governors.

The College will nwa:c'ldit-
Distinguished Alumni Award to
Nolan Finley, editorial edi-
tor of The Detroit News.
has been with the News 25
years, starting as a copy boy.
He earned an associate of arts
degree in journalism at Sehool-
craft in 1976.
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Nicholas McGegan leads the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
in an 8 p.m. concert featuring
Bach’s Mass in B Minor at

Orchestra Hall in Detroit.
Tickets $19-852, call (313)
576-5111.

BY LANN CBOMIN # “You could hear the 1728, the
isbsasin@osbomerommnut : Soclety it sounded i per-
3 ; What: The 120-voice el (on
The Chenile Siersperorm || 1Kot e ittt dcm, || 0050 | it | i
8 p.m. at the Costick Center, rio’s Society’s May 5 performance of Mozart's Orchestra por?:rm 2 ou Apeil 30. “Everyone, - mental accom-
28600 W. 11 Mile Road, Requiem to be as thrilling as when the group first | | Mozart's Requiem and : :
Farmington Hills. Tickets

J.S. Bach's Motet # 3.

sang tho haunting and uplifting work at Orches- Free-wlll offering ($5

$20, 818, $10 in advance or tra Hall in |

at the door. Call (248) 473- l Thetmfove to a religious venue with iuup::t:fm- :,‘,’,m’:;:em"m,
.. lar set of acoustics, a ¢ rent configural the of the
1857. vocalists and paniment by th concert. For’

information, call (734)
4558353
.| When: 8 p.m. of B
Seturday, Mey 5 . .. 2§ s

45201 N. Territorial,

Orchestra, under director Charles Plymouth Stewart Work thought
Burke, and the Eastern Michigan University every measure of the work | port for the
Choir, then reinvented it with the EMU Choir on Sy 8s exciting as Briner and | chorale stan-
Palm Sunday. On Saturday evening the giorious Sauchak eventhough he's sung at Carnegie Hall. | zag intermin-
sound will fill the sanctuary of First United A chemistry @acher at Eastern Michigan Univer- | gled with
Methodist Church in Plymouth, an appropriate sity, Work sings with the all-male choir Measure fugue like sec- Spirftual work: Conductor
space for the composition based on the Mass for | for Me ure, in Ann Arbor under the direc- | tions. Leonard Riccinto looks
the Dead. tion of Riccinto. He and his wife Carolyn joined “The Orches- 1,0 s110 score before a Ply-
- the Pl outh Oratorio Society just to sing tra Hall con- th o 8o
Deeper insight Mozarf's Requiem, ‘ ] certwasa  Mouth Oratorio Society
“Anytime you repeat a work you have insight “We anted to do it because we listened to it great program rehearsal.
into the music, the compositional style,” said Ri¢- | for i lllt!'work- “It's some of the greatest with 185 in a 1
cinto, who directs choral activities at Eastern ever written. And it was very exciting to combined chorus,” said Pratt, 2 math teacherat -
Michigan University. “For the singers it's an that many people lnq to have things togeth- | Huron High School in Ann Arbor. *One of my for-
opportunity to attain another level of under- | the night of the concert. . ‘mer students was a bassoon player in the orches-
“Peter Pan” leaps onto standing. You can only increase the quality of / "B was {hn working thh-tho kids in the tra and another a soprano in the Eastern Michi-
Youtheatre's stage at 2 p.m performance because the more you do it, the bt | orchestra, added Carolyn, “and it was exciting
Tickets $8 5 d $}'Oat ter you get at it. £ bwn\glfoft-hehuwryofﬂuhantndthoﬁghtto
tckets Ll GRUEHCE, ¥ “The Requiem always challenges. To come flive | saveit,
the door. For families with uuder each circumatance: acoustics, musicidas o | Aniitadian
children age 5 and older. The choral and orchestral, it's a challenge to bfing it : A i
theater is at 15600 J. L. Hud- all together.” ’ Don Pratt never tires of the opportunity to sing

son Dr. in Southfield. Call

a great work whether it's at Orchestra Hall or
the box office (248) 557-PLAY

Carol Briner cut her vacation short just to per- United i b The | t

form the Requiemn at Orchestra Hal). -

or visit www.youtheatre.org "It was the ultimate thrill," said Briner, a Can- m{Cu:un Aepe m&mﬁmm { about
ton resident who began singing with the Ply- Society simply performing
mouth Oratorio Society 10 years ago. “I came choral masterworka, Ia addition t::l::?ﬂu
back a day early from vacation apd I was so tired | Mozart Requiem, Pratt is looking Lo
but when I got up on stage, : with openintthelwﬁmmﬁmm
that many singers and the = was unbe- | Motet #3. Composed for the funeral of the widow
liavable® DR of a head postmasterin ummﬁs
§ 3k g ?
' wind up behind CPOP’s doors
Street art, pop art wind up behin P’s doors
e Feeling 7-
, 7 tna‘ll: ggj’mmmmmcm “rw. uateof%:;hzod&hhhnd E‘choold
: T 0g Shepard scasola@oe.homecomm.net esssiioiod 1 g% rho was able to turn that into o
T irey’ Shepard Fai t Andre | wiliems Veriety Show | lucrative career” {
"//7 // / / // : Fa.zrelydalr_ The a’i’:r:t. né'?ﬁ.'ﬁiﬁ.?. fan :‘ When: Exhibitions open Fairey began putting -tickor‘p ¥
4 AL // OIS o World Wrestling Federation’s | € p.m. Satudey. Mey | around town wherever he we 3
aadequau th'bmon',, most famous face. But the 31-year- | """"“:"": There was no hidden meaning, ¢
bt Destroyer”, 14 San Diego street artist made a MI “w‘w .| attempt to promote or sell ¥ |
features a name for himself by spreading the 4180 Woodwerd awe,, | thing. Andre became his p § 4
body of h;t;ewrestler'l image across the z'm : pllllh:ﬂ project. mystery 1
R “ Bl wo’.* basedf ggA friend of mine wanted to learn (313"33'"01 ' know what it was about,” he sald.
O LNORES Of poy 10 do stencils” said Fairey, dur- e Fairey began plotti
gthbdonid o 04 fuch g thia 114 g dnteriew from bis Calfonia~ st of grivopentim A}
done 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. such as this based ign agency. “I was look- ). sign
Saturday-Sunda ay 5- one, often ing through the paper and came across this ad  bohind Sante Cleus in mall Christmas
8at G id Village i featuri with Andre The Giant in it." on film and news footage, flagpoles
at Greenfield Vi age in reng boards. “T wanted to spreed it as far
Dearborn during Spring the likeness Pet project soid Pirey | !
Farm Days. Test your of thelate  puiray coated the first version anmm . This weskend
cleaning skills, fly a kite, pro-wrestler and made sticker copies of it at & local Detrolt ae
or enjoy a concert. Admig., Andre The  He declared to his skate board buddies what lez xhibi
giqn 7314_ No cha ge Giant. :vould ‘ll"h..d to ‘t ml.cl-w!do.phon o
children under age ‘Andre The Gian Posss.” !
(313) 271-1620. friends
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Strong performances captivate audience in ‘Stalag 17’

Farmington Players present
“Stalag 17," 8 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, through May 19 at Barnes
& Noble, West Bloomfield. Tick-
ets $12, call (248) 553-2955.

BY BoB WEIBEL

SPECIAL WRITER

The Farmington Players pro-
duction of Stalag 17 dramatical-
ly brings to life the story of men
who lived a less well-known
World War II experience than
those popularized in Tom
Brokaw’s highly acclaimed The
Greatest Generation. In case you
missed the hit 1953 movie ver-
sion, Stalag 17 is the story of air-
men in a German POW camp.

Playwrights Donald Bevan

and Edmund Trzcinski were two
of those prisoners. They portray
the struggle for survival in a
brutal environment - and the
never-ending dreams of escape —
against the dark comedy that
men engage in to get through
another day. Though the small
talk is sometimes a bit forced
and not spontaneous, the cast
humorously gripe about the rot-
ten food, lack of showers, mail,
women, etcetera. What carries
the play, however, is the sus-
pense of learning who among
these men is a snitch — an Amer-
ican who would sell out to the
Nazis!

Two prisoners have been shot
attempting to escape, and some-

one in the barracks must have
tipped off the Germans. The
most likely suspect appears to be
Sefton (Kirk Haas) who openly
trades cigarettes for small favors
from the guards

Haas, in voice and manner-
isms, creates a sympathetic
loner from the working class sec-
tion of Boston. Not educated, but
street-smart, he will play what-
ever games it takes to make it
(Isn’t that the way the world
works?)

Who's the traitor?

But whatever else he may be,
Sefton is no traitor. And one has ’
the impression that he has expe-
rienced the terror of war, some-

thing that is lacking in some
other characters. Ross Gross-
man, thankfully has that
demeanor, and he effectively
plays Dunbar (from a wealthy
and connected Boston family). A
class struggle develops with
Sefton, but when the Germans
put Dunbar on trial for sabotage,
Sefton and others plan his
escape (of course, Sefton has his
own ulterior motives).

Jeff Miller, very tall, very
blond, very Amencan lookmg,
and very good as Price the air-
man in charge of barracks secu-
rity couldn’t possibly be the
agent, eould he? What about
John Boufford, as Stosh, who
provides most of the comedy?

Player Guild’s ‘Forum’ laugh until you cry funny

Players Guild of Dearborn pre-
sents “A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum’
through Saturday, May 19. Per-
formances 8 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day, and 2:30 p.m. Sunday, May
6, May 13, at the theater, 21730
Madison, southeast corner of
Monroe and Outer Drive, in
Dearborn. Tickets, $14, call (213)
561-TKTS.

BY SUE SUCHYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

If laughter is truly the best
medicine, the Players Guild of
Dearborn’s production of A
Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum will cure
whatever ails you. Forum is
“laugh until you ¢ry” funny and
a definite “must see” production.

Director Lisa Andres of Livo-
nia has made the most of an
already funny show with a
superb cast, clever site gags,
physical humor, and a fast-paced
and lively production.

Pseudolus, a clever but frus-
trated slave, longs for his free-
dom. When his master, Hero,
falls in love with a beautiful but

. Fami

Attract

Located

SPRING CELEBRATION 2001

Rides - Games - Food

dim-witted virgin courtesan,
Philia, Pseudolus offers to win
her for Hero in exchange for his
freedom. All that stands in Pseu-
dolus’ way are the Captain to
whom Philia has been scld,
Hero's lecherous father and over-
bearing mother, a reluctant fel-
low slave and accomplice, and a
host of courtesans and proteans
ready to engage in fast-paced
comedy and burlesque-style
humor.

Great timing

Brian Townsend of Plymouth
brings energy, talent and a great
sense of timing to the role of
Pseudolus, the original con man.
As his deceptions begin to pile
up and the plot thickens, the
laughter reaches a frantic pace
as well. Townsend is the juggler
that keeps it going from one sub-
terfuge to another with ease and
comic skill. A consummate

showman, he sings as well as he
acts, and his animated expres-
sions alone can precipitate
laughter.

The talented team of Ron
Williams Jr. of Redford as Hero

T
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in the north parking lot.
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and Brooke Andres of Livonia as
Philia are well-matched pair of
starry-eyed innocents falling in
love for the first time. Andres is
as talented a singer as she is an
actress, as she demonstrates in
her strong solo, “That’ll Show
Him.”

Senex, Hero’s lascivious
father, is played with canny tim-
ing and comic finesse by Joe
Donovan of Farmington Hills.
His duet “Impossible,” sung with
his son Hero while both are spec-
ulating about a romantic ren-
dezvous with Philia, is an amus-
ing ode to the generation gap.

Senex’s comic foil, his over-
bearing wife Domina, is played
with rapacious delight by Denise
Kowalski-Albright.

Getting laughs

Bob Jones holds the prize for
evoking the most laughter as
Hysterium, the nervous servant
caught up in Pseudolus’
schemes. When he attempts to
masquerade as the courtesan
Philia to help her evade the cap-
tain, the laughter reaches its
zenith. Imagine Jack Benny in a

white gown, Farrah Fawcett wig
and holding a lily and you begin
to get the picture. Jones’ expres-
sions are priceless, and his tim-
ing superb.

Mark Byars of Garden City
played Miles Gloriosus with nar-
cissistic aplomb. He’'s the
Roman version of Arnold
Swartzenager with three protean
stooges nipping at his heels. Bob
Walker of Westland plays the
small but crucial role of Erronius
with the talented touch of a
straight man.

The entire ensemble of courte-
sans and proteans provide many
of the sight gags and much of the
slapstick. Their strength as a
chorus made the show complete.

Musical Director Bob Ballard
pulled together a show so
smooth he made it seem easy.
Jane Ripper's costumes brought
the show to life. Steve
Gautreau’s wizardry in the
lights and sound deck added to
the comic humer.

Sue Suchyta lives in Dearborn
and writes about theater for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-

pers.
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Then, there is John Yono, as the
wise-cracking Marko, who deliv-
ers prison news. Could it even be
the barracks leader, Hoffy,
played in a no-nonsense style by
Fred Karn? By the end of act one
it is clear whao the culprit is. The
only question is how will the oth-
ers react, including the Ger-
mans. Bob Liegle (S.S. Guard),
Darko Martinowsky (S.S. Offi-
cer) and Alan Madeleine (guard
Shultz) create a terrific ensem-
ble for the others to play off.
Madeleine gives Shultz a very
human quality, and little of the
silliness associated with the
Shultz character in the dopey
sitcom Hogan's Hero’s. In stark
contrast to the underbelly of war

comes “The Geneva Man” a civil-
ian inspector, all dressed in fine
clothes and played superbly by
Brett Mlinek. He underscores
the pretense and charade of
international politics.

Director Hank Bennett does a
fine job in marshaling a large
cast of 17 men (he even plays a
small role himself) and getting
strong performance from key
roles. Others in the play include
Joe Wachowski, Matt Yanke, Joe
Marzka, Aaron Brown, Jim
Jernigan and Bruce Madsen.

Bob Weibel lives in Westiand
and writes about theater for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-

pers.

CPOP /. o 5

— Jimi Hendrix, Kiss — I'd do
Andre as Sid Vicious, Andre as
Gene Simmons, in Neil Arm-
strong’s first moon landing,” he
said. “When he died I wrote
‘Wrest in Peace.”

Not everyone embraced this
art, essentially a form of grafﬁtl
But Fairey has always main-
tained his work is a result of
“phenomenology” — the process of
letting something manifest itself.

Sure, he’s gotten into trouble.
“I've been arrested eight times,”
he said. “I don’t do anything on
private property. I definitely
have ethics about where I'll put
my stuff.”

The CPOP exhibition will offer
more exposure for Fairey and
the images that are making him
an industry giant. “For a lot of
people, my stuff is still mysteri-
ous,” he said.

‘Kitching’ on
David Williams, the post-pop
artist behind The David

Williams Variety Show will pre-
sent work along with Fairey this
May. His show also comes under
a veil of mystery. Born in the
small town of Ashland, Ky. and
now a critically-acclaimed
painter living in St. Petersburg,
Fla., Williams has never shown
his work in the Detroit area.

“We put shows together with-
out any kind of matching,” said
CPOP’s artistic director Carrie
Hazel, a native’ of West Bloom-
field. “They always seem to have
some common bond. Here I think
its commercialism and the con-
stant reproduction of images.”

It is just one of about 36
pieces. His collection also con-
sists of 20 works on paper. “It
frees me up a little bit,” said
Williams. “It’s just paper. If I
don't like it I can tear it up and
use it somewhere else.”

Like Fairey, Williams got an
early start. Thanks to an influ-
ential elementary school teacher,
he was guided to an apprentice-
ship with a local artist, Fred
Rigsby, which proved invaluable.

He enrolled at Ashland Com-
munity College with the inten-
tions to study architecture, but
soon joined his art school friends
at Eastern Kentucky University

OMMUTER

é-l'i EXPRESS

where he earned a degree in
painting and illustration. After
graduation, Williams was hired
as a full time illustrator, a posi-
tion that calmed his parents
fears he might become “a starv-
ing artist.” The job led him to
work as a graphic illustrator at
the St. Petersburg Times, where
continues to work today.

“Almost seven years ago I real-
ized I hadn’t painted anything
for myself,” he said. “I got side-
tracked.” At 34, Williams set up
his studio and went to work. But
the print medium left an indeli-
ble mark on his work. The
decade he'd spent as an illustra-
tor served as constant inspira-
tion for the art he would create.

As a boy Williams spent sum-
mers at his grandfather’s farm.
On rainy days, when he was
stuck inside, he sorted through
magazine ads in Woman’s Day
and Popular Mechanics and
copied the images. The essence
of those kitschy ads flow through
his paintings and are present in
an entirely new way.

His paintings are read like a
pictogram, piecing together ele-
ments. The work in this show is
derived from about five different
series, hence the “variety” title,
and was created from 1999 to
the present. Several paintings
reflect his tendency te rethink
the familiar. Re-Packaged Tov
Car, Re-Packaged Frozen Treat
and Re-Packaged Fighter Game
take Hot Wheels toy cars, Popsi-
cles and Rock 'em, Sock ‘em
Robots to a whole other level.
Instead of aiming the advertis-
ing of toys for children, Williams
covers them in bar codes, alter-
ing the relationship between the
packaging and its ideal con-
sumer.

That's perhaps the universal
link between Williams and
Fairey. They use art to show
something brand-new. They
force us to seek out our own
meanings in imagery we once
thought familiar. They leave our
minds forever marked with these
new discoveries. Both Destroyer
and The David Williams Variety
Show run through May 28 at
CPOP Gallery.
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Trinity House puts mod spin on ‘Taming of the Shrew’

Trinity House Theatre presents
William Shakespeare's “The
Taming of the Shrew” through
Sunday, May 20. Performances 8
pm. Friday-Saturday, 3 p.m.
Sunday at the theater, 38840 W.

and screaming at the men who
attempt to handle her. Her rage
extends even to her sister Bian-
ca (Whitney Green). The con-
forming Bianca, for whom suit-
ors are lined up, is tied and

mented by the music of The Bea-
tles, Donovan, Paul Revere and
the Raiders and the Rolling
Stones, the Trinity House cast of
21 actors exuberantly wends its
way through the classic Shake-

into submission.

Apart from the central story
that pits Petruchio against
Katherina is the tale of sister
Bianca, who is offered up like
chattel to the highest bidding

vant Grumio, provides a good
portion of those laughs with her
animated facial expressions.
After a particularly brutal jour-
ney accompanying Petruchio
and his wild bride to Petruchio’s

ning to the submissive Kate that
advises fellow women to suc-
cumb to their husbands’ will
the play’s end.

The production itself may end
in a party scene where audience

;z Si'i}fé‘}?ﬂ“’. (betwu’[r‘: ’:"“"I’z whipped by her savage sister. speare comedy. suitor. Joe Wisniewski as Lucen- home, or the “taming school,” members are urged to “Twist
of S o od 'wo_ma.d. chels § The catch is that the father of  Much of the original Shake- tio, Kurt Fretwell as Hortensio ghe dryly says, “It was not a and Shout” along with the cast,
“"mzm‘ 0",. ".";:'“"" l"“""" for  both women has ruled that spearean dialogue is preserved and Guy Snyder as Gremio are oo ¢rip.” but director Laura Gumina does
ey €IgA" peopie or more, gatherina be wed first, and in the Trinity House production the bidders. Lucentio even goes As Petruchio, Justin Caesar not sacrifice the content of
a call (734) 464-6302 fi de pl th hi
: that's the device that sets the and the 1960s elements are 5° far as trade places wi % plays a villainous, egocentric Shakespeare’s play in order to
ze t rder to cl to
a BY MIKE MURPHY play off on its route of comedy reserved to music, stage trap- m"t‘:’ ;‘ order to get closer brute with gusto. make it modern.
i SPECIAL WRITER and deception. If Bianca is the pings and costumes of the char- g i aikicn ot e Ceaser’s Petruchio is blind to As in most of Shakespeare's
ay The Trinity House production Prize. then what fool, or what acters. lervantln"inl ‘trl:e l:n who are ‘D€ notion that he will fail to  work, the play’s message stands
ie of Shakespeare's The Taming of devil, will dare to marry Kathe- Written centuries before the aubiact to ths "p“ n{; ot mated refine his wife and willing to up and is relevant to today. It is
De the Shrew begs the questions: rina? notion of women’s liberation out to the “taming” of Katherina wager on it. With his cocky more than just a comedy and the
m Wil! she or won’t she? Should It is then that Petruchio, became a mass movement, the . a regular basis stance and his bellowing voice, audience is left to wonder
she or shouldn’t she? played loudly and proudly by play expounds upon the rank of i Caesar plays the villain well. whether Katherina was better
Be tamed, that is. Justin Caesar, shows up on the women in Shakespeare’s time. Just for laughs He's the character you love to off before or after she was sent
vd At the onset of the play the scene. Every bit a brute as They’re fine if kept in thgir But The Taming of the Shrew hate. to the “taming school.”
he answer is “no” by a long shot. Katherina is a shrew, Petruchio place and a scourge on polite is after all a comedy, and all the =~ Merenda is also good at acting
a- The shrew in question, Katheri- is the answer — “the fool as to be society if not. rants and raves and elapstick the transformation that takes Mike Murphy lives in Livonia
na, played by Susan Merenda, married to hell.” Servants fare no better, as fisticuffs are there for laughs. place from Katherina the wild- and writes about theater for the
hits the stage biting, kicking Against a 1960s setting aug- they're also kicked and swatted April Line, as Petruchio’s ser- cat hellion at the play’s begin- Observer Newspapers.
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CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games
continues through July 29, at the
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50.
(313) 963-9800

DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE: T
for 2 continues to Sunday, May 20,
8:30 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 3
p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Sunday, at the theater. No per-
formances Easter Sunday. (313)
868-1347

FISHER THEATRE: Annie” May 1-6
($29-$52), at the theater, Detroit.
(248) 6456666

QEM THEATRE: The Tropical Pickie
continues through Aug. 26, at the
Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-3800

JEWISH ENSEMBLE THEATRE:
Horowitz and Mrs. Washington by
Henry Denker, previews May 9-13;
opens 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 13,
whose May 16-20, May 23-27, May
30-June 3, June 6-10; 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday, and Sunday;
8 p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m.
Sunday. Aaron DeRoy Theatre,
lower level Jewish Community
Center, corner of Maple & Drake,
West Bloomfield. $16-$26. (248)
788-2900 or Jetplay@aol.com
MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE: The
Phantom of the Opera continues
through Saturday, May 26, at the
theater, Detroit. $16-$68. (248)
6456666

MEADOW BROONK THEATRE: Little
Shop of Horrors continues to May
20, at the theater, Rochester.
Showtimes vary. (248) 377-3300
PLOWSHARES THEATRE COMPANY:
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom contin-
ues through May 27, at the
Anderson Center Theater in Henry
Ford Museum and Greenfield
Village, Dearborn. $20. (313) 872-
0279

PURPLE ROSE THEATRE: Presents
Dennis E. North's Orphan Train: An
American Melodrama, through June
16, at the theater in Chelsea.
Showtimes vary. Tickets $22.50-
$32.50. Call (734) 433-ROSE

DINNNER
THEATER

ANGEL FOOD CAFE: Cherubim

Players present The Great
Ypsilanti Train Robbery of 1916:
An Evening of Historical
License, an interactive comedic
dinner theater 5:15 p.m. and
8:15 p.m. Friday, May 4, contin-
ues on the first Friday of the
month through summer, at the
cafe, Ypsilanti. $44.50, $88 per
couple, includes choice of three
entrees: Prime Rib au jus, Basil
Crusted White Fish or Grilled
Chicken with Boursin and
Shiitake. Advance ticket pur-
chase and meal selection
required. (734) 483-0135
HARMONIE CLUB: Tony 'n Tina's
Wedding, the off-Broadway interac-
tive theater production continues
through May 26, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, 4:30 p.m. and 9
p.m. Saturday, and 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, at the theater, Detroit.
$55-$65. (313) 961-5211/(248)
6456666

MURDER MYSTERY THEATRE:
Genitti’s Hole-In-The-Wall of
Northville presents Playing
Dead...Family Style, at the theater
through May 21. Tickets include
dinner, show, tax and tip for $45
per person. Call for showtimes.
(248) 349-0522

WEST END PRODUCTIONS: A/ways
Patsy Cline, 6:30 p.m. Friday, 4
p.m. Sunday, through May 20,
Como’s Restaurant, Ferndale. $35,
includes dinner and show, (248)
541-1763

COLLEGE
T HE A TER

HILBERRY THEATRE: The Rover, 2
p.m. Wednesday. May 2, and 8
p.m. Thursday, May 3 and Friday-
Saturday, May 11-12, and
Thursday-Saturday, May 17-19, and
Picnic 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May
4-5 and Thursday, May 10, at the
theater on the campus of Wayne
State University, Detroit. (313)
5772972

COMMUNITY
THEATER

AVON PLAYERS: Fiddier on the Roof |
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday May 4-5,
1112 and 18-19, 8 p.m. Thursday,
April 10 and 17, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 29 and May 6, at the
playhouse, Rochester Hills. $15.
(248) 608-9077

CLARKSTON VILLAGE PLAYERS:
Ten Nights in a Barroom 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday. May 4-5, 1112

and 1819 ($11), and 7:30 p.m.

and dust from
nooks and cran-
nies, and h a
load of clot.
during Spring
Farm Days at
Greenfie

lage in Dearborn,
S9a.m.to 5 pm.
Saturday-Sun-
day, May 5-6 and
May 12-13. Visi-
tors can also
watch sheep
shearing demon-
strations, learn
about Sheep
Dogs, get a quick
lesson on plant
science, and
watch farmers
plow and plant
the season’s

crops. Admission
39-314 call (313)
271-1620 for
information.

Thursday, May 10 and 17 ($9), at
the Depot Theater, Clarkston.
(248) 625-8811

FARMINGTON PLAYERS: Present
Stalag 17, the World War |l drama
about a German POW camp 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, through May
19 at Barnes & Noble, West
Bloomfield. $12. (248) 553-2955
PLAYERS GUILD OF DEARBORN: A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way
to the Forum continues to May 19.
Shows 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, and
2:30 p.m. Sunday, May 6, May 13,
at the theater, Dearborn. $14.
(313) 561-TKTS

PLYMOUTH THEATRE GUILD:
Vaudeville: A Play with Music 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 4-5, 11-
12 and 18-19, and 6 p.m. Sunday,
May 13, at the Water Tower
Theatre on the campus of
Northville Psychiatric Hospital.
$10, $7 ages 18 and under. (248)
3497110

RIDGEDALE PLAYERS: Run for Your
Wife 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 4-
5, 11-12 and 1819, and 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 6 and 20. $11, $10
seniors/students on Sundays, at
the theater, Troy. (248) 988-7049
SRO PRODUCTIONS: The Secret
Affairs of Mildred Wild May 11-13,
18-20 and 25-27, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday, at
Burgh Historical Park, Southfield.
(248) 827-0701

YOUTH

PRODUCTIOINS

MOSAIC YOUTH THEATRE: 2001
Hastings Street May 3-6, at Music
Hall Center for the Performing
Arts, Detroit. (313) 963-2366
NORTH FARMINGTON HIGH
SCHOOL: The Pajama Game 7:30
p.m. Thursday-Friday, May 3-4 and
Friday-Saturday, and 3 p.m. Sunday,
May 6, at the high school. $10, $7
students/seniors. (248) 426-4740
YOUTHEATRE: Peter Pan 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Saturday, May 5 and 2
p.m. Sunday, May 6, at the
Millennium Centre, Southfield. $8
advance, $10 at door. {248) 557-
7529 or on-line at www.youthe-
atre.org

S PECIAL

M

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION:
Features the Detroit Symphony
Civic Orchestra conducted by
Charles Burke and Civic Jazz, under
the direction of Marcus Belgrave
plus great food, arts and crafts,
and Mexican jewelry 6 p.m. Friday.
May 5 in the Hubbard Richard
Plaza by Ste. Anne Church in
Southwest Detroit. Free. (313}
964-5942

PAINTIN' IN THE STREETS: The cre
ative celebration of the city will

i allow spectators to view the artis-

tic process up close 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays in May. More than 30
local artist will take to the streets
to document their vision of
Detroit's architecture and street
scenes. These works will then be

curated and presented in an exhibi-

tion and sale at the Scarab Club.
(248) 399-0633

PSYCHIC FAIR: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday. May 5, at the Clawson-
Troy Elks. $5. (248) 689-2500
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL: Berries
abound in pies, tarts, candies, sun-
daes and other foods and bever-
ages at the St. Florian Strawberry
Festival, noon-9 p.m., Saturday,
May 5 and Sunday, May 6, at the
parish grounds in Hamtramck.
(313) 871-2778

BENEFITS

BIRMINGHAM OPTIMIST CLUB:
Hosts silent and live auctions to
raise funds for Child Abuse and
Neglect Council of Oakland County
7-10:30 p.m. Friday, May 4, at the
Marriott at Centerpoint. Pontiac.
$50. (248) 332-7173

IGNATIAN INVITATIONAL: Annual
golf outing July 30, at Shepherd's
Hollow Golf Course, Clarkston.
$1400 foursome, $350 individual,
$150 reception and dinner only,
benefits Jesuit education at home
and in the missions. (800) 445
1621

FOUNDERS JUNIOR COUNCIL:
Presents an evening of fashion and
fun, features the “Laundry” cloth-
ing line of leisurewear by designer
Shelli Segal, and John Hardy's con-
temporary jewelry for men and
women 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 10, at the Detroit Institute of
Arts. $25 members, $40 non-mem-
bers. (313) 833-0247

MOTOR CITY BRASS BAND: 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 6. at Southfield

Centre for the Arts. Donations for
Band cornetist Bonnie Kline who
has cancer. (248) 354-4224
SALVATION ARMY CONCERT: The
Dearborn Heights Citadel presents
brass band and choral music to
benefit the work of the Salvation
Army overseas 6 p.m. Sunday, May
6, at 26700 W. Warren between
Beech Daly and Inkster roads. Free
will offering. (313) 563-4457

CLASSICAL

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 6, at Temple Beth El.
(248) 645-BBSO

BRUNCH WITH BACH: Pianists Yuki
and Tomoko Mack 11:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 6, seating begins 20
minutes earlier, at the Detroit
Institute of Arts. $22, $11 for ages
under 12, includes hot entree, $5
for stairwell seating. (313) 833-
4005

DEARBORN SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Peter Soave plays the
bandoneon music of Astor Piazzolla
with the orchestra 8 p.m. Friday,
May 4, at Edsel Ford High School,
20601 Rotunda, Dearborn. $18, $2
children. {(313) 565-2424

DETROIT SYMPHONY CIVIC
SINFONIA: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May
6, at Orchestra Hall, Detroit. (313)
5765111

DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Perform Bach's Mass in B Minor 8
p.m. Thursday-Friday, May 3-4,
8:30 p.m. Saturday, May 5 at
Orchestra Hall, Detroit. $19-$52.
(313) 576-5111

RECITAL: A piano-four-hand recital

New to the scene: Juliana Theory performs with
openers Squad 5-0, 6 p.m. Sunday, May 6, The
ﬂ:ég;r Detroit. Ticket are $8. Call (313) 961-
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with Lisa Caron and Linda Wotring
Cuneo 4 p.m. Sunday, May 8, St.
Matthew's Methodist Church,
TUESDAY MUSICALE: Presents
pianist Peter Serkin 4 p.m. Sunday,
May 6, at the Detroit Institute of
Arts. $30, $10 students. (248)
477-1487

OPERA
e

MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE:
Present Falstaff May 12-20, at the
Detroit Opera House. $18-$98.
(313) 237-7464

PRO MUSICA SERIES: Presents
baritone James Westman 8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 9, in the Recital
Hall at the Detroit Institute of
Arts. $30. (313) 886-5639/(313)
8334005

FARM!NGTON OOMUNITY BAND
Step Back in Time concert 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 6, William Costick
Center, 11 Mile Road, east of
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills. {734)
261-2202/(248) 489-3412 or
www.fcbmusic.org

AUDITIONS/
OPPORTUNITIES
e ———

BOY CHOIR OF ANN ARBOR:
Auditions open to all boys age 8-
13. (734) 663-5377

CAMP BROADWAY: Performing
summer arts summer program for
ages 10-17 Jjuly 23-27 at Music
Hall Center for the Performing
Arts, Detroit. $350, space is limit-
ed to 41 students. (313) 962-
4304

COOKIES AND MILK: Auditions for
volunteers to perform 10-minute
musical or puppet segments for
children ages 0-4 and their parent
or caregiver 11 a.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, at Cookies
and Milk Drop-in Play Center,
Canton. (734) 207-1655

DETROIT DANCE COLLECTIVE:
Registration for Summer Camp of
the Arts now being accepted, ages
7-11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-
Friday, June 18-July 6, at the
Huntington Woods Recreation
Center. (313) 985-3544

DETROIT SYMPHONY CIVIC
ORCHESTRA: Holds auditions May
15 to June 13 for three of its pro-
grams for young musicians.
Auditions will be held at Orchestra
Hall for the Detroit Symphony Civic
Orchestra and the Civic Sinfonia,
and the DSO Summer Institute (July
15-29) at Meadow Brook in
Rochester. To request applications
for the orchestras or the institute,
call (313) 576-5164 or go on-ine
to www.detroitsymphony.com.
HFCC THEATER: Auditions for Peer
Gynt 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 8 and 2
p.m. Wednesday, May 9, in Adray
Auditorium in the Mackenzie Fine
Arts Center on the Henry Ford
Community College campus.
Rehearsals begin June 25 for per-
formances Aug. 16-26. (313) 845
9817

LIVONIA YOUTH CHOIR: Auditions
for boys and girls (ages 9-13) with
unchanged voices for the 2001-
2002 school year, must reside in
Livonia and surrounding communi-
ties, a civic and tuition based orga
nization, 4:30-6 p.m. Sunday, June
3 and 6:30-8 p.m. June 4, at Faith
Lutheran Church, Livonla.
Rehearsals begin in September and
run weekly. (734) 425-1749
PRIME VOCAL JAZZ: Auditions for
low bass singer, needed for estab-
lished close harmony ensembie per-
forming in Detroit/Ann Arbor area,
requires strong music reading
skills and excellent “ear,” vocal
jazz background a plus. (248) 682-
6562

RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL: 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 5, on the festival
site, In Molly. Jugglers, sword fight-
ers, musicians and actors needed.
Participants don't need to prepare
anything but should be ready to
play and stay most of the day. The
festival runs on weekends, from
Aug. 18-Sept. 30. it's located off |-
75, exit 106, on Dixle Highway
between Pontiac and Flint. (800)
601-4848

TONY ‘N TINA'S WEDDING: Female
keyboardist/singer needed for
understudy role in the interactive
theater show in Detroit's Harmonie
Theater. Need to read sheet music
and chord charts for pop/jezz/wed-
ding music. Acting ability a plua.
Equipment provided. Compensated
performance. Call for audition
(248) 388-2700

b e O I,

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. §5 cover.
{734) 86628310

4080080000050 050050800000

TRIBUTE TO FRANN SINATRA:
Features Kevin Ssnds with the
Craig Strain 12-plece Big Band 6
p.m. Sunday, May 13, at the
Southfield Centre for the Arts. $10.
(248) 478-8267/(248) 424-9022
M PARAVANTES & COMPANY:
8:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday through
June, at Excalibur, Southfield.
(248) 358-3355

MOSE CARLETT/KEN

WHITELEY /JACKIE WASHINGTON:
Perform songs from the 20s, 30s
and 40s 8 p.m. Friday, May 4, at
The Ark, Ann Arbor. $13.50. (734)
763-TKTS

SPRING SWING: Featuring Paul
King and the Rhythm Soclety
Orchestra, Satin Dolis 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 5, at the Redford
Theatre, Detrolt. $15. (313) 537-
2560

CHORAL
e ——

AMAZING LOVE: A 30-voice chair
present the musical 11 a.m.
Sunday, May 6, at First Baptist
Church, Birmingham. (248) 644-
0550

BOY CHOIR OF ANN ARBOR: 7:30
p.m. Saturday, May 12, in the
chapel of Holy Trinity at Concordia
College, Ann Arbor. Donations
accepted at door will go to help
send the boys on a Michigan tour
this summer. (734) 663-5377
BOYS CHOIR OF HARLEM: 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 10, at the Fox
Theatre, Detroit. $25-$100. (248)
4331515

DEARBORN COMMUNITY CHORUS:
7 p.m. Saturday, May 5, at the
Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn. $6,
children under age 12 with paid
adult free. (313) 943-2354
FARMINGTON COMMUNITY
CHORUS: “Tune That Name”
includes performances by the cho-
rus, The Perfect Blend, and Kelly
Garver Nieto (Mjss Michigan 1986)
on the country fiddie 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 11-12, at
Farmington High School,
Shiawases, west of Orchard Lake
Road. $10, $8 senlors/students,
price at door and Web site $12.
(248) 788-5322 or www.farming-
tonchorus.com

FORD CHORUS: The Ford Motor
Company chorus sings pops, 7:30
p.m., May 19 and 3 p.m., May 20,

| at Stout Middle School, 18500

Oakwood, Dearborn. Tickets, $10
adults; $8 seniors and students.
{313) 3238173 3
ITALIAN SONGS AND ARIAS VOCAL
COMPETITION: Features 10 fins

ists from Michigan high schools 4
p.m. Sunday, May 6, at the italian
American Cultural and Community
Center, Warren. $7, $5

seniors/high school students.

(734) 455-8895/(810) 751-2855
LIVONIA CIVIC CHORUS: “Dial M 4
Music” is your ticket to fun when

the chorus present the musical
comedy 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,

May 4-5 at Clarencevilie High

School, Livonia. $10, $8
seniors/students and available at

the door. (248) 543-2048

LIVONIA YOUTH CHOIR: Perform a
spring concert 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
May 6, at Faith Lutheran Church,
Livonia. No charge. (734) 425-

1749

MADRIGAL CHORALE OF
SOUTHFIELD: 4 p.m. Sunday, May

6, at the Academy of the Sacred
Heart, Bloomfield Hills. $18. (810)
4655973

MEASURE FOR MEASURE: Perform

a spring concert 4 p.m. Sunday,

May 6, at Hill Auditorium, Ann

Arbor. $12, $10 students/seniors.
(734) 849-7684

PLYMOUTH ORATORIO SOCIETY:
Perform Mozert's Requiem and J.S.
Bach's Motet No. 3 with the
Michigen Sinfonietta Orchestra 8
p.m. Saturday, May 5 at First
United Methodist Church,

Plymouth. Free witl (85

sug.) will be taken. (754) 455-
8353 &£

THE GENEWA OORVENTION:
Perform sacred and popular choral
music 7 p.m. Ssturday, Mey 12, at
St. Paul's Presbyterian Church,
Livonia, (734) 422-1470, and 3 \
p.m. Sunday, May 13, at Geneve i
Presbyterian Church, Centon, (734)
459-0013. No charge

YPSILANT! COMMUNITY QMNOWR: 8
p.m. Friday, May 4, &t mmt
Lutheran Church, Ypelientl. Free.

(734) 4837102
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PALL PINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:
$ p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover,
(734) 6628310

FIVE QUYS NAMED MOE: Present
an evening of swing and Jazz will be
presented 7 p.m. Sunday, May 8 at
First Presbyterian Church of
Northville. Advance ticket prices
are $12, $10 seniors/children age
12 and under, or $15 at the door.
(248) 3490911

TIM FLAHARTY TRIO: With vocalist
Nancy K9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Saturday,
May 12, at Woodruff's Supper
Club, Royal Oak. (248) 586-1519
DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine’s in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480

LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5
cover. (734) 662-8310

ELVIN JONES: The drummer per-
forms with his band Jazz Machine 8
p.m. Friday, May 11, at Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. $16-$47. (313) 576-
5111

MIKE KAROUB'S DIXIE
SYNCOPATORS: 8:30 p.m. to 12:30
a.m. Fridey, May 11 and Saturday,
May 19, at Fishbones, St. Clair
Shores. (810) 488-3000

MATT MICHAELS TRIO: Vocalist
Barbara Ware 8-11:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 9; Steve Wood,
saxophone/flute 8-11:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 16, at Ron's
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road
(east of Middiebelt), Garden City.
(734) 762-7756

JEANNINE MILLER: 9:30 p.m. (first
of 3 sets) Friday-Saturday, May 4-5;
Julie Kelly 9:30 p.m. (first of 3
sets) Friday-Saturday, May 11-12,
at the Bird of Paradise. $10. (734)
6628310

LARRY NOZERO JAZZ QUINTET:
Perform 8 p.m. to midnight
Mondays, at Mitch Housey's Food
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 4255520
or visit the Web site at www.lar-
tynozero.com

ROBERT PENN: O p.m. Friday-
Satucday, May 4-5, at Edison's,
Birmingham. Ne coyer. (248) 645
2150

{ FOLX/
BILUEG

BON CONOSCERTI/ IO SERRAPERE:
8 p.m. Wecnesday, May 18 CD
Release 8 p.m. Wednesdsy, Msy
16, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $12.50.
(734) 763 TKTS

CHRISTINE LAVIN: 8 p.m. Friday,
May 5, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$12.50. (734) 763-TKTS

BUDOY & JULIE MILLER: B p.m.
Thursday, May 10, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $13.50. (734) 763-TKTS
MNICKEL CREEX: 8 p.m. Wednesday,
May 9, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$13.50. (734) 763-TKTS

TiM O’'BRIEN/DARRELL SCOTT: 8
p.m. Thursday, Msy 3, at The Ark,
Ann Arbor. $17.50. (734) 763
TKTS

JONN ROBERTS /TONY BARRAND:
8 p.m. Friday, May 11, at The Ark,
Ann Arbor. $15. {734) 783-TKTS
{English folk tradition)

ROENE SEDAEN/PESAY SCEGER:
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Msy 6, at The
Ark, Ann Arbor. $17.50. (734) 763-
TKTS

MARTIN SEXTOM: 7:30 p.m. and
9:30 p.m. Saturday, May 12, at
The Ark, Ann Arbor, $17.50. (734)
783-TKTS

RICKY SRAGES & NENTUCKY
THUNDER: 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Sunday, May 13, &t The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $28. (734) 763-TKTS
DAR WELIAMS: 8 p.m. Monday,
May 14, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$28. (734) 763-TKTS

Making contact: Please submit popular music items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda
Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or

by fax (734) 591-7279. Items must include the date, time
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DALE ANDERSON: Reads from his
CD “Artists, Poets and
Philosophers™ 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
May 8, at Barnes & Noble,
Northville. (248) 3480696

IDANCE

CONTRA DANCE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
May 5, at the Pittsfield Grange,
Ann Arbor. (734) 769-1052. $8,
$7 members. (734) 769-1052
COUNTRY CINCO DE
MAYO DANCE: Free line dance les-
son offered at 7:30 p.m., dancing
7-11:30 p.m. Saturday, May 5, at
the Novi Civic Center. $7 Novi resi-
dents and seniors age 55 plus, $8
non-esidents. (248) 3489116
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING: 7
p.m. Tuesday, May 15, at the
Chapel Hill Clubhouse, Ann Arbor.
$5. (734) 442-1170
MOREDANCES CONTEMPORARY
DANCE COMPANY: 2 p.m. Sunday,
May 6, in the Maggie Allessee
Studio Theater at Wayne State
University, Detroit. $15, $10
seniors/children. (248) 828-4080
M OON-DUSTERS: Spring dinner
dance 6:30 p.m. (doors open at 6
p.m.) Saturday, May 5; B, at the
Livonia Civic Center, 15218
Farmington Road, Livonia. $15, $5
dance only. Baliroom dancing every
Saturday 8:30-11:30 p.m. $5.(248)
967-1428/(734) 425-6381
PRCUA'S SYRENA DANCE
ENSEMBLE: Celebrate 25 years of
polish dance 6 p.m. Saturday, May
12, in Adray Auditorium, 5101
Evergreen, Dearborn. (734) 953-
3330

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB:
Baliroom dance lesson and open
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2.
(734) 7636984

COMEDY

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE:
Al Apriil Thursday-Saturday, May 3-
5; Malone & Nootcheez Tuesday,
May 8, and Kathleen Madigan
Thursday-Seturday, May 10-12, at
the ciub, Ann Arbor. (734) 996-
9080

CHENILLE SISTERS: 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 5, at the Costick
Center, Farmington Hills. $20, $18,
$10. (248) 4731857

JOEY’'S COMEDY CLUS: Diane Ford
Thursday-Sunday, May 3-6; Wendy
Liebman Friday-Sunday, May 11-13,
at Paisano’s in Dearborn. {(313)
584-8885

MALONE & NOOTCHEEZ: Perform 8
p.m. Sunday, May 6, at Mark
Ridley's Comedy Castie, Royal Oak.
$15. (248) 542-9900

MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY .
CASTLE:at the club, Royal Oak.
(248) 542-9900

‘| SECOND CITY: “eBay of Pigs” con-

tinues through July 22, at the club,
Detroit. $15 Thursday and Sunday,
$20 Friday-Saturday. (313) 965-
2222

MUSEUMS
AN D

TOURS
e we—

DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS: First
Friday 6-9 p.m. May 4, features
tour of the Egyptian galleries, chil
dren’s workshop, woodcarving
demonstration by Mexican artist
Zeny Fuentes, drawing In the gal-
leries, the opportunity to see
Howdy Doody before he goes into
the Conservation Lab May 13, and
pianist Lida Lopez Mancheva per-
forms Cube and Russian music
6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m., at the muse-
um. (313) 833-7000 or
www.dia.org

Portreit in Time" 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 5, at the museum,

BABY AMBASSADOR: With The
Jinx, 9 p.m. Saturday, May 12,
Goid Doliar, Detroit. Cover charge.
21 and older. (313) 8336873 or
www. golddollar.com

BANTAM ROOSTER & THE
BELLRAYS: 9 p.m. Saturday, May 5,
Magic Stick, Detroit. (313) 833
9700

BLAKE BABIES: 6:30 p.m. Friday,
June B, Magic Stick, Detroit. $12.
(313) 833-9700

THE BLACK CROWES AND OASIS:
“Tour of Brotherly Love” with
Superhog, 6:30 p.m. Saturday, June
2, DTE Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $21.50-
$42.50. (248) 645-6666

THE BLUES AIRMEN: Biker night
party, Thursday, May 3, Chariies
Too, Garden City. (734) 421-6540:
Friday, May 4, Charlies Too, Wayne.
(734) 721-3860

BOBBY LEWIS AND THE
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, May 46, 10-12, 17-19,
Major Tooley's, Northville.

BON JOVI: 7:30 p.m. Sunday-
Monday, July 15-16, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $29-$68. (248) 645
6666

THE BROTHERS GROOVE: 10 p.m.
Mondays, Fifth Avenue Billiards,
Royal Oak. (248) 542-9922; 10
p.m. Thursdays, Music Menu,
Detroit. (313) 964-MENU; With
Kush, Whiskey Rebellion, Saturday,
May 5, Lili's 21, Hamtramck. (313)
8756555

BilL BRUFORD'S EARTHWORNKS: 8
p.m. Friday, June 1, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $22. (248) 544-3030

B MOVIE RATS: With Trash Brats, 9
p.m. Thursday, May 10, Gold Dollar,
Detroit. Cover charge. 21 and
older. (313) 833-6873 or www.
golddoilar.com

BROADZILLA:9 p.m. Saturday, June
2, Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. (313)
8339700

DAVID BYRNE: 8 p.m. Monday, May
21, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. 18
and oider. $22. (313) 961-MELT
AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday.,
May 7, 14, Fox and Hounds,
Bioomfield Hills. (248) 644-4800
CHAIN REACTION: opening for
Centrifuge, Friday, May 18. Ciub
Bart, Ferndale. (248) 548-8746.
THE CLARKS: 8 p.m. Thursday, May
3, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $8. (248)
544-3030 :

CHRIS CODISH TRIO: 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 16, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. {248)
644-4800 ’

COLDPLAY: With Grandaddy, 7:30
p.m. Thursday, June 7, State
Theatre, Detroit. All ages. $21.75.
(248) 645-6666

COUCH: With Black Rebel
Motorcycle Club, PAIK, 9 p.m.
Wednesday, May 9, Gold Dollar.
Detroit. Cover charge. 21 and
older. (313) 8336873 or www.
golddollar.com

DELTA 88: With Chris Buhalis. 8
p.m. Friday, June 15, Trinity House
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 theater
members. (734) 464-6302
DETROIT BLUES SOCIETY
HERITAGE SERIES: Featuring
Alberta Adams, Bettye Lavette,
RJ's Blues Crew, Bobby Murray,
The Blue Suit Band and guests, 5-9
p.m. Saturday, May 12, Music
Menu Cafe, Detroit. $7 donation.
(248) 262-6890

DICK DALE: With the Twistin’

Tarantulas, 8 p.m. Wednesday, May

16, Magic Stick, Detroit. $15.
{248) 645-6666

THE DIRTBOMBS: With The Come
Ons, DJ's Lemmy Caution and
Alpha Soixante, 9 p.m. Friday, May
18, Magic Stick. Detroit. $8. (313)
8339700

DOCUMENT: With Crypt Kicker 5,
Mock Heroics, 9 p.m. Saturday,
May 5, Gold Dollar, Detroit. Cover
charge. 21 and older. (313) 833
6873 or www. golddollar.com
ECOOR:With Wolf Eyes,
Bunnybrains, 9 p.m. Wednesday,
May 16, Gold Dollar, Detroit. Cover
charge. (313) 833-6873

FATBOY SLIM: With Darren
Emerson, DJ Scenty Sendwich, 9
p.m. Thursday, May 3. Clutch
Cargo, Pontisc. Al ages. $23.
(313) 961-MELT

FEW AND PAR BETWEEN: With The
Stryder, Remainder, Junction 18, 7
p.m. Monday, May 21, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $7. All ages. (313) 833
$700

PINGER BLEVEN: With Boy Mits
Cer, 5:30 p.m. Friday, June 1, St.

" Andrews Hall, Ostroit. $10. Al

ages. {313) O81-MELT

PRENOH KICKS: With The
Waelkimen, The Dirty Shame, § p.m.
Seturday, June 2, Goki Dollar,
Detroit. Cover charge. 21 and
olgder. (313) 8338873 or www.
@olddollar.com

QASOLINE: With MHz, Mistreaters,
9 p.m. Friday, May 4, Goid Dollar,
Detroit. Cover charge. 21 and
older. (313) 8336873 or www.
golddollar.com

@ LOVE AND SPECIAL SAUCE: With
Princes of Babylon, 9 p.m. Friday,
May 4, The Majestic, Detroit. $20.
(313) 8339700

THE GREAT CRUSADES: With
Bogue, The Drugs, S p.m. Friday,
May 11, Gold Dollar, Detroit. Cover
charge. 21 and older. (313) 833
6873 or www. golddollar.com
GREEN DAY: 4 p.m. Monday, July 2,
Phoenix Plaza Amphitheatre,
Pontiac. All ages. $25. (248) 645
6666

ROBERT GORDON: With Sieepy
LaBeef, 8 p.m. Saturday, May 19,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. (248)
544-3030

QORE GORE GIRLS: With Them
Wranch, The Chicken Hawks, 9
p.m. Saturday, May 26, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $7. (313) 8339700
GUIDED BY VOICES: With Creeper
Lagoon, 8 p.m. Friday, May 11,
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. 18 and
older. $14. (248) 6458666

AL HILL: S p.m. Friday, May 4, 336
Main, Plymouth. (734) 454-6500;
10 p.m. Saturday, May 5, Cavern
Club, Ann Arbor. (734) 332-9900;
Al Hill Trio with Kevin Venney on
drums and Pat Prouty on bass. 9
p.m. Thursday, May 3, The Habitat,
inside Weber's Hotel, Ann Arbor.
{734) 665-36360; 7 p.m. Tuesday,
May 8, Thursday, May 17, Zydeco
Louisiana Restaurant, Ann Arbor.
(734) 995-3600

JANET JACKSON: With 112, 7:30
p.m. Monday, July 30, The Palace
of Auburn Hills. $34.75-$77.75
with 25 cents from each ticket
donated to the Boys and Girls Club
of America. (248) 645-6666
JIMMIE JACKSON & THE BLUES
CONNECTION: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 4-5, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. (248)
644-4800

JOURNEY: With Peter Frampton,
John Waite, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Wednesday, July 10-11, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, iIndependencé
Township. $20-$42.50. (248) 645
66668 ’

JULIANA THEORY: With Squad 50,
6 p.m. Sunday, May 6, The Shelter,
Detroit. $8. (313) 961-MELT
JCATHY KOSINS: 7 p.m. Thursday.
May 3, Fox and Hounds, Bloomfield
Hills. (248) 644-4800
KOTTONMOUTH KINGS: 8 p.m.
Sunday, May 6, Ciutch Cargo.
Pontiac. All ages. $15. (313) 961-
MELT

DJ JAY LANGA AND IVAN PASKAL:
“Stretch™ Sundays at The Groove
Room beginning this month, Royal
Oak. Cover charge after 10 p.m.
(248) 588-3344

LAZY CRAZIES: With Nuke & The
Toxic Offenders, DJ El Jefe, 9 p.m.
Thursday, May 10. Magic Stick.
Detroit. $5. (313) 8339700
ADRIAN LEGG: 8 p.m. Tuesday.
May 15, Magic Bag, Fermdale. $15.
(248) 544-3030

LIL BOW WOW: 7 p.m. Friday, May
11. Fox Theatre. Detroit. $25-$30.
(248) 6456666

STONEY MAZAAR & THE
WESTSIDERS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 11-12, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. (248)
6444800

METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m.
Thursdays, 313.JAC. upstairs from
Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. 18 and over.
{313) 962-7067.

EDDIE MONEY: With Burning
Candles, 7:30 p.m. Sunday. May
27, DTE Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $12.50-
$20.50. (248) 6456666

JOHN MICHAEL MONTGOMERY :
7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 3, DTE
Energy Music Theatre.
Independence Township. $15.50-
$27.50. (248) 645-6666
MOGWAI: with Bardo Pond, 8 p.m.
Tuesday, May 29, Majestic
Theatre, Detroit. $12. (248) 645
6666

KEN MURPHY TRIO: 7 p.m.
Wednesday Thursday. May 9-10.
Fox and Hounds, Bloomfield Hills.
(248) 6444800

MXPX: With Good Charlotte,
Ultimate Fakebook, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, May 21, State Theatre,
Detroit. All ages. $14.75. (248)
6458666

MY STUPID MACHINE: Formerly
Trebieheed, will perform with
Perpetual Hype Engine, Robb Roy,
Throttiebody, 8 p.m. Friday. May 4.
Royal Oak Music Theatre, Royal
Osk. All ages. $8. (248) 544-7938
STEVE NARDELLA: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 18-19. Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Mills. (248)
644-4800

ss0scsse

‘N SYNC: 2001 Pop Odyssey Tour,
7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 30,
Comerica Park, Detroit, $49.50.
(248) 6456666

ORIGINAL MITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
May 8, 15 Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. (248) 644-4800
DONNY OSMOND: 8 p.m. Saturday,
May 12, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $37-
$52. (313) 471-3099

OVERDOSE: 9 p.m. every Sunday,
hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky
Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal
Oak. 21 and older. $5 cover. (248)
543-1964 (techno)

OZZIFEST: Featuring Black Sabbath
- Ozzy Osborne, Tony lommi, Geezer
Butler. Bill Ward - along with
Marilyn Manson, Stipknot, Papa
Roach, Linkin Park, Crazy Town and
more, hosted by Rev. B.
Dangerous. 6 p.m. main stage
opens, Monday, July 30, DTE
Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $58 $78.
(248) 6456666

PANTERA: "Extreme Steel Tour”,
with Slayer, Static-X, Skrape and
Morbid Angel, 6 p.m. Saturday June
30, Cobo Arena, Detroit. $40.
(248) 6456666

PARADIME: With Beats at Will
Crew and DJ Mark E.P., guests
Total Disreguard, Black Magic
Crossing, DJ Pay Per Kutt, 9:30
p.m. Saturday, May 5, Blind Pig.
Ann Arbor. Come out for the live
recording of the show, for the new
album, Vices. 19 and older. $6.
(734) 996-8555

THE PAYBACKS: With With
Shepwrench, Gore Gore Girls, 9
p.m. Friday, May 4, Magc Bag.
Ferndale. $6. (248) 544-3030;
With Stroker Ace, The Unfriendlies.
Bomb Pops, 9 p.m. Friday, May 25,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. (313)
8339700

ROBERT PENN:10 p.m. Friday, May
11, Memphis Smoke, Royal Oak.
(248) 5434300

ROD PIAZZA & THE MIGNTY
FLYERS: 8 p.m. Wednesday, June
12, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.
{248) 544-3030.

PLATINUM PLAYAS BALL 2. Ja
Rule, Memphis Bleek, Eightball and
MJG, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 24,
Fox Theatre, Detroit. $65, $47.50,
$37.50. $32.50. (248) 6456666
POISON'S GLAM METAL SLAM:
With Warrent. Quiet Riot, Enuff
Z'Nuff, 6 p.m. Wednesday. July 4,
DTE Energy Theatre, Independence
Township. $18-$32.50. (248) 645
6666
KGY POP: With Buckcherry, 7:30
p.m. showtime. Sunday, May 20,
State Theatre, Detroit. All ages.
$26.75. (248) 6456666
PROJECT OBJECT: 8 p.m. Sunday.
May 20, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.
(248) 544-3030
POWDERFINGER: With Ours, 7 p.m.
Monday, June 4, The Shelter.
Detroit. $10. All ages. (248) 645
6666
PUNK-O-RAMA: Featuring Fenix TX,
Guttermouth, U.S. Bombs.
Deviates, 6 p.m. Tuesday. May 29,
St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $12.
(313) 961-MELT
REVEREND HORTON HEAT: With
the Go To Helits, Death on
Wednesday. 9 p.m. Friday. June 8.
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. 18 ang
older. $15. (248) 645-6666
ROXY MUSIC REUNION: 7:30 p.m
Sunday. July 29. DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Ingependence Township.
$27.50 1awn/ $52.50-$72.50 pavil-
1on. Eight ticket imit per person.
(248) 6456666
LEON RUSSELL: 8 p.m. Friday. June
29. Magic Bag. Ferndale $20
(248) 544-3030
SADE: Lover's Rock Tour. 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 19. The Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets $35.25-
$65.25 on sale 10 a.m. May 5.
(248) 645-6666
THE SALTEENS: With DJ Aaron
Warshaw, § p.m. Wednesday. May
30, Magic Stick. Detroit. $5. (313
8339700
SAVATAGE & FATES WARNING: With
Tiles, 7 p.m. Thursday, May 3,
Emerald Theatre Complex. Mt
Clemens. (810) 913-1920
SHINER: With Waffiehouse,
Houston, April in Athens, 8 pm
Tuesday. May 8. Magic Stick,
Detroit. $7. All ages. (313) 833
9700
DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house
along with hosts E} George ang
Kegger from Motor Detroit. for
Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m.
Sundays. Town Pump Tavern.
Detroit. (313) 961-1929
SHOWOFF: With Lucky Boys
Confusion, 7 p.m. Thursday, May
17. The Shetter. Detroit. All ages.
$6. (248) 6458666
SHOWSMANE: With Detachment
Kit, 9 p.m. Thursday, May 24. Gold
Dollar, Detroit. Cover charge. 21
and older. (313) 8336873

, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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SIZZLA: 9 p.m. Thursday, May 3,
The Majestic, Detroit. $20. (248)
6456866

SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING: With
Radio Holiday, Capture the Fiag,
Leland, 9 p.m. Friday, May 4,
Magic Stick, Detroit. All ages.
(313) 8339700.

R) SPANGLER TRIO: Featuring
Odessa Harnis, 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 17, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. (248) 644-4800
ROD STEWART: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 25, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $27.75-$82.75. (248)
645-6666

STING: With Jill Scott, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 19. The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $39.50-$89.50. (248)
645-6666

STYX AND BAD COMPANY: With
Billy Squier and Joe Stark, 6 p.m.
Friday, July 6, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Detroit. $20-$39.50. Price
includes donation to Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame Museum. (248) 645
6666

STUNNING AMAZON: With Judah
Johnson, Blair, 9 p.m. Saturday,
May 19. Goid Dollar, Detroit. Cover
charge. 21 and older. (313) 833-
6873 or www. golddoliar.com
SUPERDOT: With The Skraps, Aks
Mamma. DJ El Jefe, 8 p.m.
Thursday, May 17, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $5. (313) 8339700

THE SWINGIN' NECKBREAKERS:
With Greenhorres, Stomp Rockets,
9 p.m. Thursday, May 3, Gold
Dollar. Detroit. 21 and oider. $8.
(313) 961-MELT

JAMES TAYLOR: 7:30 p.m. Monday
July 23, DTE Energy Theatre,
Independence Township. $27.50-
$54. (248) 6456666

MICK TAYLOR: Former Rolling
Stone. 8 p.m. Tuesday. June 5,
Magic Bag. Ferndale. $18. (248)
544-3030

THIRD EYE BLIND: With Leanne
Womack & Soul Decision, 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 5, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. Tickets available through
95.5 AM.

THE TOADIES: With Elliot, 8 p.m.
Saturdsy. May S, The Majestic,

Detroit. $12.50. Al ages. (313)
| 8339700
{ TOOL: 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 18.
| State Theatre. Detroit. All ages

| Tickets $31.25 on sale Friday, May

4. (248) 645-F 366

‘ PETER TORQUE:11 p.m. Thursday.

May 17, Garden Bowl. Detroit.

[ (313) 833.9700

TRAIN: With Pat McGee Band. 8
p.m. Tuesday, May 15, Clutch
Cargo, Pontiac. $15. (248) 645
6666

RANDY TRAVIS: With Phil
Vassarwill. 7:30 p.m. Sunday. July
22, DTE Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $18.50
$32.50. (248) 6456666

12 ANGRY STEPS: With
Shepwrench. Lamont. Dirty Shame,
9 p.m. Friday, june 1. Magic Stick.
Detroit. $8. (313) 8339700

U2: With PJ Harvey. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130.
(248) 645-6666.

VAN'S WARPED TOUR: Featuring
Rancid. AFi, Fenix TX, H20. Me
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First and the Gimme Gimmes. The

| Bouncing Souls, Flogging Molly

Kool Keith. Morgan Heritage. The
Vandals. Pennywise, Alien Ant
Farm. Big Wig. Grand Theft Audio.
Kill Your idols, Lefty, No Motiv, Sum
41, The Atans. Grade. Madcap.
Pepper, Planet Smashers. Project
Wyze. and The Line. noon. Sunday
Aug 12, Phoenix Piaza
Amphitheatre. Pontiac. Tickets
$27.25 or $19.99. (248) 6456666
RUFUS WAINWRIGHT: With Tegan
and Sara, 8 p.m. Monday. May 14.
Magic Bag. Ferndale. 18 and oider
$12. (248 544-3030

WAXWINGS: With The Blacks, @
p.m. Friday. May 25, Goid Dollar
Detroit. Cover charge 21 and
older. (313) 833-6873 or www.
golddoliar. com

THE WHITE STRIPES: With
Rockateens. 9 p.m. Thursday. June
7. Gold Dollar. Detroit. Cover
charge. 21 and older. (313) 833
6873 or www. golddollar.com; CD
Release party, 8 p.m. Frigay, June
8, Magic Bag. Ferndate $10.
(248) 544.3030; With The Go. The
Insommiacs. 9 p.m. Saturday, June
9. Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. (313)
8339700

LUCINDA WILLIAMS:With Casey
Chambers. 7 p.m. Saturday, june
16. Phoenix Plaza Amphitheatre.
Pontiac. All ages. $25. (248) 645
6666

WU TANG CLAN: With RZA as
Bobby Digital. Kiila Bees, Killarmy.
Black Knights and Shaheim the
Man Child. 10 p.m. Friday, June 1.
St. Andrews Nali, Detroit. $10.
(248) 645-6666.
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‘Chopper’ reveals a dark side of life

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN Our man wails sadly and sin- || Actor Eric Bana, a stand-up comic new to U.S.

AP ENTESTACOa WA cerely to the unconscious prosti- g gignege piays the Iultlnld:tlu Chopper with
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Our tute: Look what you've done!

hero is lovelorn. Rejected by his You've made your mom upset! furious, fatuous charisma.

sweetheart, a scrawny, heroin- So goes one of the more dis-

addicted prostitute, Mark “Chop- turbln_g scenes in Chopper:, a

per” Read paces furiously on her comedic look at an Australian

front porch, mulling his options criminal renowned for his pover- ... The naive murderer is like a

and lamenting his broken heart.
Inspiration strikes! The front
door explodes inward and Chop-
per charges inside to chase his
beloved into a bathroom, where
he crushes the frail woman’s face
with several rapid-fire punches.
Her mother tries to intervene
in the spat. Chopper headbutts
her with a sound like melon

tearing open.

ty of intellect as well as his bru-
tality.

The real Chopper rose to fame
in his homeland after a high-pro-
file murder trial and exaggerat-
ing his criminal exploits in a
best-selling autobiography,
despite, he proudly notes, being
semiliterate.

He confesses to fictionalizing
much of his story, so it’s forgiv-
able that the movie does the

Although Chopper is beautiful-
ly photographed, cleverly written
and well-acted, the violence is so
extreme that it could only be
enjoyed by those with a sense of
humor that is darker than mid-
night in a mine shaft.

Actor Eric Bana, a stand-up
comic new to U.S. audiences,
plays the intimidating Chopper
with furious, fatuous charisma.
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deranged, gun-toting version of
Forrest Gump.

Consider this scene, when
Chopper, jailed after trying to
kidnap a judge, ends a disagree-
ment with a fellow prisoner by
puncturing the man’s neck with
a shank:

The victim, Keith George
(David Field) falls to his knees,
eyes wide and dark blood spurt-
ing between the fingers he has
clenched to his throat.

Brow furrowed with regret,
Chopper mentally berates him-
self for going too far. “You all
right, Keith?” he asks nervously,
trying to make peace with the
offer of a cigarette.

The gagging, mortally wound-
ed man fails to accept the gift.

“You don’t much like me, do
you, Keith?” Chopper concludes,
sadly.

His self-absorption is so total
that he’s sure Keith rejects the
cigarette as a symbolic rejection
of him ~ it can’t have anything to
do with the fact that Keith is
simply too busy dying on the
blood-covered tile.

This scenario is repeated sev-
eral times in Chopper, as he
commits an unreasonable act of
extreme violence and then sin-
cerely apologizes to his baffled
victim. At one point, he shoots a
man in the belly and then offers
to drive him to the hospital.

Chopper is, after all, a polite
maniac.

It’s to Bana’s credit that the
audience identifies so strongly
with Chopper, a kind of revolting
thug most people would prefer to
avoid.

He plays the small-time crook
as both disarmingly charming
and dangerously unpredictable.
The entire performance recalls
Joe Pesci’s “funny how?” speech
from Martin Scorsese’s gangster
epic Goodfellas.

In that film, Pesci's character
went from cracking jokes to
cracking skulls. Provoked by an
innocent remark, he seems ready
to blow his top until revealing
that he’s only fooling. Moments
later he shatters a bottle over
the head of a restaurant worker
over a perceived insult.

Chopper is that scene
stretched into a feature-length
movie. The excitement and ten-
sion comes from never knowing
when Chopper is really going to
lose it. The humor arises from
his guilty apologies over unfor-
givable savagery.

Chopper may freak over imag-

COMING ATTRACTIONS

ined slights but he is willing to
overlook an attempt on his life,
as long as the would-be killer
doesn’t mean it.

He greets repeated stabbings
from “friend” and cellmate
Jimmy Loughnan (Simon Lyn-
don) with a curious look. “What's
got into you?” he asks, innocent-
ly.

Later, he refuses to implicate
Jimmy in the attack. “It's like if
your mum stabbed you,” he
explains.

Director Andrew Dominik
maintains a frenetic energy until
toward the end of the movie
when the running gags start to
grow a little old.

In the climax, Chopper shoots
a man in the eye with a shotgun,
regrets it, and asks the still-
standing dead body, “Are you
OK?”

At this point, the audience
sees the remark coming from so
far away they could ask it in uni-
son.

Chopper, a .7irst Look Pictures
release, is unrated. It has a run-
ning time of 94 minutes and is
showing exclusively Friday-Sun-
day, May 4-6 at the Detroit Film

Theatre, in the Detroit Institute-

of Art. Showtimes are 7 p.m. and
9:30 pm., May 4, 4 pm., 7 p.m.
and 9:30 p.m. May 5 and 1 p.m.,
4 p.m. and 7 p.m. May 6. Tickets
$6 each. Call (313) 833-3237.

Scheduled to open Friday, May 4

EURENA

A crazed killer, apparently without
motive, hijacks a city bus in southwest
Japan. In the ensuing carnage only three
people survive: the driver, a schoolgin
and her older brother. After a long peri-
od away, the three are reunited again
only to be accused of murder by the
police. Stars Koji Yakusho, Aol Miyaza-
ki. Masaru Miyazaki, Yohichiroh Saitoh,
Sayurn Kakusho, Ken Mitsuishi and Go
Ryju.

THE MUMMY RETURNS

The remains of Imhotep and Anck-8u-
Numam are brought back to London for
a museum. This story takes place 10
yeers later, and conterns around the 8-
year-old son of Fraser and Weisz' char
acters. Well, this time around the villain
1sn’t Imhotep, but Anck-su Numam and
she’s after the boy because she
believes he’s the key to the reincarna-
tion of the Egyptian God, Isis. Stars
Brendan Fraser, Rachel Weisz, Patricia
Velazquez, Oded Fehr and John Hannah.

SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK

Billed as a romantic comedy, the story
centers on interwoven love stories set
in New York. Featured among the
ensemble are Edward Burns, Heather
Graham, Stanley Tucci, Brittany Murphy,
Rosario Dawson and David Krumholtz.

CENTER OF THE WORLD

Shot on digital video. the story tells of a
young computer wizard whose immer-
sion in the digital world has left him
unaccustomed to normal social interac-
tion. When he persuades a beautiful

‘Harry’ is

BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP MOVIE WRITER

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Of all
his films, Alfred Hitcheock pre-
ferred Shadow of a Doubt, star-
ring Joseph Cotten as a psy-
chopath who enters a small-town
family’s life as a savior hefore
gradually revealing himself as a
monster.

The French thriller With a
Friend Like Harry... is a wicked-
ly delightful moedern successor to
that 1943 classic and such other
Hitchcock suspense tales as
Strangers on a Train, Psycho
and Rear Window.

As with Hitcheock at his best,
Harry director Dominik Moll cre-
ates a dark sense of voyeurism,
with the audience always a clue
or two ahead of the characters
vet totally in the dark over how
events will unfold.

Harry's droll black comedy
even is reminiscent, appropriate-
ly. of Hitcheock's The Trouble
With Harry.

The movie ultimately leaves
behind s0 many uncertainties
ahout motive, consequence and
the real vg thp imagined, that it
might frustrate filmgoers who
like tidy endings. But for those
who enjoy mulling and debating

a good puzzle, Harry's a fine
exercise in ambiguity
The story apens on Michel and

Hang on: Brendan Frasier
and Rachel Weisz star in
“The Mummy Returns.”

stnpper to spend three days with him in
Las Vegas. their arrangement becomes
a journey into the dark secrets of their
sexuality. Featured players include
Peter Sarsgaard, Molly Parker and Carla
Gugino.

WITH A FRIEND LIKE HARRY

A French psychoiogical thriller begins on
a quietly ominous note as family man
Michel sets out for his summer home in
the countryside with his wife Claire and
their three screaming infant daughters.
A blistering heat wave and the increas-
ingly cranky children force the family to
rnake a pitstop. In the rest area, Michel
bumps into Harry, an old school class-
mate he doesn't remember. Harry gets
friendlier, but the more advice and gen-
erosity he offers. the more menacing the
effect. Stars Laurent Lucas, Sergi Lopez
and Mathilde Seigner.

Scheduled to open Friday, May 11

ABGUT ABAN

Lucy Owen is a torch singer in a hip
Dublin cafe whose had countiess love
affairs, none of which have ever come
close to grand passion. Enter Adam, her
seemingly perfect man. Lucy's world
begins to change. But is there more
about Adam than the Owens family
knows? Stars Kate Hudson, Stuart
Townsend and Francis 0'Connor.

ATTRACTION

Los Angeles is the beckdrop against
which relationships fevelop, split apart
angd are ressurrected. It js the canvas

upon which are painted the dreams of a |

tight-knit group of friends. Dreams are
laced with delusions. Stars Samantha
Mathis, Gretchen Mol, Tom Everett
Scoft and Matthew Settle.

A KNIGHT'S TALE

Inspired by The Canterbury Tales, this
action-adventure tells the story of
William, a young squire with a gift for
Jjousting. who hits the road with cohorts.
Along the way, they stumble across an
unknown writer, who agrees to forge
documents that will pass William off as
8 knight so he can test his talent in the
fing. Featured are Heath Ledger, Mark
Addy and Rufus Sewell.

The story centers on a Yakuza gangster
who travels to LA to find his younger
half-brother, who has dropped out of
school to become a small-time drug
dealer. They form an alliance with a
third man and incorporate Yakuza style
leadership into the drug business in
order to take aver the L.A. underworld,

a worthy successor
to the best Hitchcock flicks

Claire (Laurent Lucas and
Mathilde Seigner) rattling alung
in their wheezy car with their
three young daughters causing
havoc in the back seat. The over-
stressed, cash-strapped family is
heading for the rundown money
pit that Michel and Claire
bought ag a summer home.

They need a quiet getaway.
But with the pressures of chil-
dren, finances and the specter of
a visit from Michel's overbearing
parents, this clearly will not be a
kick-back-and-relax vacation.

Enter Harry (Sergi Lopez), an
old classmate who fondly
remembers Michel. But when
the two bump into each other in
a rest-stop men's room, Michel
can't recollect Harry at all.

A man of leisure because of a
big inheritance, Harry and his
beautiful but dopey girlfriend
Flum (Sophie Guillemin) insinu-
ate themselves into the family
vacation, securing an invitation
to Michel's summer home.

Harry dazes and alarms the
family with an extravagant gift
and by reciting verbatim a poem
that Michel published in a school
Journal 20 vears earlier.

Under the guise of casual
benefactor, Harry begins a mer-
ciless rampage to remove ohsta.
cles to the creative- writing
career he wants Michel to

resume. Suspicions and violence
escalate to a startling act of both
confrontation and complicity
between Harry and Michel.

The great unanswered ques-
tion is what drives Harry. Homo-
erotic passion? Resentment over
the everyday struggles that have
stifled Michel’s “art™ An unhap-
py childhood that's resulted in
loathing of family ties?

Or is Harry a projection of
Michel's mind, conjured to shake
up a dreary home life?

The performances are excel-
lent, with Lopez crafting a
Hitchcock-worthy villain who's
simultaneously likable and omi-
nous.

Moll, who co-wrote the screen-
play with Gilles Marchand. also
aticks for the most part to the
Hitchcock precept that what
viewers don't see is scarier than
what they do.

Even David Sinclair Whittak-
er’'s music harks back to the
alternating lyricism and discord
of Bernard Herrmann's Hitch-
cock scores.

In Shadow of a Doubt, Hitch-
cock laved the idea of intreduc
ing a character of absolute men-
ace into a bland, benign family
setting. In Harry, Moll has fash-
ioned a captivating stepson to
Shadow's well-mannered mani-
ac
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