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EVERYDAY HEROES
Do you work with the public every
day ~ and love it? Do you krow
someone who gives his or her
customers that extra special
touch? The Observer wants to
hear sbout it. We're looking for
peopie who put the service in
customer-service jobs:

e rastaurant staffers;

* postal carriers;

« mechanics;

* meter readers;

* convenience store clerks;

o office receptionists;

* or even telemarketers.

We'll take reader nominations
and profile a different person in
the Plymouth community each
month.

Nominations will be accepted:
¢ by phone (734) 455-2700

* by fax (734) 4594224

¢ or by email at -

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

"IN THE PAPER

Mr. Munfakh goes to
Washington: Saturday’s
presidential inauguration
will have something of a
local flavor as Plymouth
Township trustee Abe
Munfakh makes the
trip./A3

Benefit: The Sweetheart
Charity Fashion Show
sponsored by the Women
of Westland will benefit
Starfish Family Services -
Safe Stay Program./C7

Golden: Livonia Olympic
medalist Sheila Taormi-
na has launched a new
career as a motivational
speaker./C7

REAL ESTATE

Surprise trend: The price
for a new home will be
higher this year./E1

HomeTown
Life/C7
Jobs/F6
Obituanes, A6
Opinions /A8-9

Apartments/F4

At Home/C
Automotive/H3
Classified/E,F,G,H
Classified

Plymouth, Michigan

Plymouth on ice

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

hometownnewspapers.net

Eager to
see: Lil-
lian Meis-
ter of Ply-
mouth
leads her
grand-
daughters
Erica, 2,
left, and
Andrea,
4, out of
The Gath-
ering
after
viewing
some of
the ice
sculptures
under
construc-
tion
Wednes-
day. The
Ice Festi-
val con-
tinues
through
Sunday
in down-
town Ply-
mouth.
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Schedule of Events
Thursday, Jan. to noon in Cen-
18 tral Parking
B Celebrity

Structure.
Charity Carving @ Two-person
Competition at professional
5:30 p.m. in team competi-
the Gathering.

tion 2-8 p.m. in
Friday, Jan. 19 Kellogg Park.
8 Dinner

B Individual
dance, “2001  college and
an Ice

high schoo!
Odyssey,” fund- competitions 1- .
raiser 6:30-11 5p.m.inCen-
p.m. at St. |

tral Parking
John's Confer-  Structure.
ence and Goif  Sunday, Jan.
Center. 21
Saturday, Jan. B Individual
20 professional
B Amateur

competition
individual com- 10:30 a.m. to-
petition 9 a.m.  3:30 p.m. in
Central Parking
Structure.
8 Two-person
college and
high school
team competi-
tions 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in
Kellogg Park.

City, Teague iron out kinks

B After working out the details of retirement
and severance clauses, the city commission

voted unanimousl

Tuesday on the contract

that will make Calvin Teague the city’s new
Aop administrator. <a . . 5

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

at Tuesday'
and no ong

The applause was loud
CILY COMMMISSION Meeting,
was clapping harder than Paal =
cock.

The Plymouth City Commnmis=ion
unanimously approved the contract

the city will offer to Calvin Teague of

Lawton, the former Van Buren County
administrator who has agreed in prin-
ciple to become the new city manager.

After compromising on retirement
benefits and severance pay clauses,
Teague accepted the offer and was
introduced at Tuesday’'s meeting,
prompting Sincock to bound out of his
chair and offer it up to Teague. Sin-
cock has been pulling double duty as
the acting city manager since Dave
Rich left in June.

Teagrue was expected to sign the con-

Students get
a chance to

tract, which provides tor a $75,000 -

annual salarv, Wednesday He starts
in his new capacity Monday.

“I'm feeling pretty good,”
contract, Teague smd Tuesd
first thing 1 want to do is be

nithiar with the 1 facing the city
I gave the commnuission an
the things I'd hke to accomphish i the
first six months.”

City commissioners voted 4-3 at a
meeting last week to offer the job to
Teague, with the biggest opposition
coming from Commissioner Michele
Potter. There was no motion to make
the vote unanimous, as had been the
case with at least one previous candi-
date.

The split vote, and some minor rum-
bling about ehiminating the city man-
ager form of government, caused some
concern for Teague, who asked for
and got a severance clause he could

about the
“The

alme

wenda of

live with. The
clause calls
for Teague to
receive three
months’  of
pay if he is
terminated in
the f{irsi 12
months; and
up  to  Six
months’ pay
should he last
I Lo SIX Vears

“1 think anvone would be concerned
about the splhit Teague said.
“I'm confident if I'm given the opportu-
nity to win the confidence of every
commissioner, department head and
resident, I'll be able to do that.”

Teague wants to hit the ground run-
ning when he gets started Monday
He's already scheduled a staft meeting
and asked Sincock to get him copies ot
the materials submitted for budget
considerations. And he'll conference
call with the city’s labor attorney.

“I wouldn't say I'm an expert, but
I'm pretty fanmihiar with most of the
Teague said. “The key will be
honest. being responsive and being
inclusive.”

Calvin Teague

vote .‘..

1ssues,”

Canton man '
dies in 2-car
accident

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
net

A rear-end crash involving two
vans at a busy intersection in Ply-
mouth Township resulted in the
death of a 45-vear-old Canton man
Wednesday morning.

According to Plymouth Township
police. Robert Williams was driving
his 1992 Chevy Sport van southbeund
on Haggerty Road about 715 am
when he failed to brake, resulting in
a collision at the intersection of Ann
Arbor Road with a utility work van
driven by Richard Karpinski, 55,
of Canton

Poiice .Q.gl

also

Jim Jarvis said the

impact of the crash caused both vem

cles to travel across the intersection

where they came to rest on the curb

lanes of eastbound Ann Arbor Road.
“It’s amazing. considering the time

of dav. that no one else was volved

£

Please see CRASH, A2

New assistant fire chief ‘ready’

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
shuck@oe.homecomm.net

Index/F2
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Service Guide,/G6
Sports /D1

Mark Wendel thinks he's up to the
challenge of being the new assistant
fire chief for the Plymouth Community
Fire Department

He nssames his new pgsition Feb. 5

After working years of 24-hour
shifts, Wendel will work five days a
week

“It will be a challenge.” Wendel said.
“The guys I've worked with as a cap-
tain and shift oftficer have made my life
alot easter. [ have a good group of guys
who work for me. That's something
that needs to be said that 1sn't said
often enoagh. They do a terrific job out
there. With the type of work we do it s
absolutely imperative that we work as
ateam.”

Wendel replaces Al Matthews, who
retired last April and now works for
DisneyWorld in Florida, Matthews
assystant fire chiet in 1995
City of Plvmouth and Ply
Departments

perform at
inaugural

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruseato@oe homecomm.net

I'he Plymouth and Canton coin
niunities will be well-represented in

president-clect George Bush's mau
gural parade this Saturday an
Washimgton, D.C

Eleven pompon students from the
Canton High School Clhaefettes and
Salem High School Rockettes will
hie amang’ the
Mid American Pompon
Feam to march o the parads
the

weren't notitied until

* Rented first day.

‘Big success.
K87 members of the

All Star
STAFY PHOTD BY Patl HURBCHMANN

Promoted: Newo assistant fire chief Mark Wendel discusses the
Plvmouth Community Fire Department Monday in C hief Larry
Groth's uﬂh (&

“Because of |v|¢-~l||i'!|(||5

became
when the
Town

HOMET DOWN recount, we
CILASSIFRIEDS e, 16D Uit mouth
WORK' had 1o put together aur plans guick mored
Iv.” smd Karen Blazmtis, president Wendel's job description will include

1-800-57’-35'-'* errarhain. Diile. o do thom

b % additronal
Carmingt 3 went the

A HALHNEROT I,h“ We sent them paramedies who will perterm advanced
pictures, a videotape ol our routine, known as ALS Firefight

' 1% T
id 1t didn’t huret that we had been s ararrencs inedical techni

) ) ers, who ar ' 14 H

there the past two mmaaguration cA RS L training to become
'} . s of the 4| tean
I'he member { the all star tem WRTERaE

are selected durimg the Mid Amen Wendel, who will be paid $67.100
n Po < ¥ " :

|.|,“‘\|vlll|m|| e camp at ...,4 will algo be responsible for {raining

1 \ " \

tral Michigan Umiversity, Mor wnd fire inspections

6 53174 10008 " Plense sec INAUGURAL, A3 Firefighters are taking state exams

To place a °""sz

we were selected, so we ’JIII' Fire

tenant in May 1994 and to captain in
February 19956

Though picking highhghts from a
long career can be difficult, some spe
cific immstances stand out 1in his mind

Fighting the 35th District court
house tire in 1997 was his higgest chal
“With a fire hke that we used all
Wendel said

Please see Wml.. A2

Jan. 24 to become paramedics. Ply-
mouth Community Fire Chief Larry
Ciroth hopes to begin advanced hife sup-
port services in February with one
unit

The department’s 23 firefighters are
divided into two ALS classes. The zec
ond group will complete their courses
in August

Wendel was lared as a firefighter in
July 1979 He was promoted to hen

the supervision ol

liter <upport

lenge
of our skills.”

- Newsroom: 7_34-459-2700 Home Delivery: 734-591-0500
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wendel from page Al

In 1981 he helped deliver a
baby. “Walking in, a police offi-
cer was there,” he said. “He scat-
tered out of there real fast.
“There you go, he said.”

Finding out where firefighters'
interests are and assisting them
with their career interests is
important to Wendel.

He finds the department’s
most recent purchase of infrared
cameras, which detect heat,
both useful and exciting.

“It's tremendous,” Wendel
said. “We use it constantly. You
can have a light ballast that is
overheating.

“Rather than go through an
entire warehouse you can look at
it through the infrared camera
and get an idea which ballast is
hotter than others.

“It helps pinpoint hot spots. It
makes a world of difference. It's
much safer for the guys going
in

Wendel will be married to his
wife, Karen, 25 years this July.
Green Oak Township residents,
the couple have two children,

Nicole, 22, who was recently Marines.

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Moving up: Mark Wendel
is the new right-hand
man for Plymouth Fire
Chief Larry Groth, who

» sits at his computer in the
background.

married, and Mark Jr., 20,
whose goal is

to join the

Catch the Plymouth Observer
every Thursday and Sunday

ALL-AMERIC

AMERICAN HAwAl & DELTA QUEEN
Cruise NiGHT

AAA Travel/Canton
Wed., Jan. 24 at 6:00 pm
RSVP 734-844-0146

Have you ever thought about what it would
he like to cruise the Hawanan Islands or
8 ' ) '
® America’s most scenic rvers! Here's your
chance! You are cordially invited o a speaial
L
seminar highlighting American Hawan Crinses

and the Delta Queen Steamboar Company.

CRUISE NIGHE

AAA Travel/Canton
2017 Canton Center Rd.
Calf 734-844-0146

AAA members qualify
for exclusive savings
and benefits!

craSh from page Al

Jarvis.

in the accident,” said vehicle.
“There were no
skid marks, so we're
investigating the possibili-
ty that a medical emer-
gency occurred before the

Hospital in

crhah® according to police.
The Plymouth Commu- A St. Mary Mercy
nity Fire Department spokeswoman said

used the Jaws of Life to

remove Williams from his minor injuries.

He was trans-
ported to St. Mary Mercy
Livonia,
where efforts to revive
him were unsuccessful,

Karpinski was treated for

Moming
crash: One
Canton man
was killed
and another
injured in
this accident
at the inter-
section of
Ann Arbor
Road and
Haggerty
Wednesday.

Corrections

M A story in the Jan. 14 Observer should
have said the Kiwanis Club helped push
the Salvation Army over its Red Kettle
Campaign goal.

B Our editorial in the Jan. 11 edition
should have said hiring the police chief is
the city manager’s job, not the city commis-
sion’s.

Shuttle service

Plymouth Baptist Church, located at
42021 Ann Arbor Trail (east of Lilley)
wants to help make sure visitors get a
chance to see the Plymouth International
Ice Spectacular.

The church will*provide free parking and
shuttle service to the Ice Festival, and will
serve hot chocolate and coffee from 5 to 9
p.m. Friday and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Fish fry

The Mayflower-Lt. Gamble Post 6695 of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars continues to
provide all the fish you can eat on Fridays.

The VFW Post sponsors its weekly fish
fries every Friday from 5 to 7 p.m.

The all-you-can-eat meals cost $7 for
adults, $5 for children under 12.

The post is located at 1426 S. Mill in Ply-
mouth. For more information, call 459-

PLYMOUTH
PIPELINE

6700.
Bands battle

Youth Empowerment Source sponsors a
Battle of the Bands Friday from 8 to 11
p.m. in the cafeteria at Plymouth Salem
High School.

Approximately a half-dozen bands will
take part in the battle. Tickets cost $3 and
will be available at the door.

Symphony concert

Nan Washburn and the Plymouth Sym-
phony principal players ring in the New
Year with a chamber concert of miniature
masterpieces at 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27,
at First United Methodist Church, 45201
North Territorial Road in Plymouth.

Washburn conducts a mini-orchestra of
the PSO’s 10 principal musicians perform-
ing smaller, intimate versions of works by
Claude Debussy, Johannes Brahms and
Bohuslav Martinu.

Guest artist and PSO principal bassist

Andrew Lee Wolfgang Anderson adds a bit

of theater to the mix with a performance of
American composer Tom Johnson’s Failing:
A Very Difficult Piece for Solo Bass.

Ticket holders are invited to attend an
informal On-Stage “chat” with Washburn
prior to the concert at 7:15 p.m. at the
church.

Following the performance, audience
members are welcome to attend an After-
glow reception hosted by E.G. Nick’s at 500
Forest Avenue in downtown Plymouth.

Anderson’s appearance is sponsored by
the Plymouth Rotary Foundation.

This program is supported by a grant
from the Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs.

Admission is $14 for adults and $12 for
seniors and college students. School age
children (K-12) are admitted free of charge.
Groups of 10 or more receive a 10-percent
discount.

For tickets, season subscriptions or more
information, contact the symphony office,
451-2112, e-mail plymouth symphony
@aol.com or visit the symphony’s Web site
at www. plymouth symphony. org.

FELINE DIABETES

of activity
complicated when blood

ter
.~ Hands OnCenter For Physical Therapy
TORN OR PULLED QUADRICEPS

i The large quadriceps muscle at behind you until it reaches the
the front of the upper leg is prone  buttocks.

to pulling or teaning during bursts
This injury may be

Presented by

Sidelined due to injury, surgery,
in the or illness? Why not speed your

A
s s | 4
Travel experts will be on hand to tell you all Weekdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
about the only cruise hine that takes you 10 phursdays until 7:00 p.m.

tive ports on tour beaunitul Hawanan islands

You'tl alsor discover whae s hike ro vovage to
the heart of America’ This special event s
open to everyone, but space is Tmted, soc il
today for reservations!

@ AMERICAN Hawaii CRuIsEs ) Travel

ey www.aaamich.com

Diabetes mellitus is a common feline disorder. As in humans, the disease occurs
when nsulin is produced in insufficient amounts or when the body responds
improperly 1o insulin. Diabetic cats will develop high blood sugar and sugar in the
urine. Symptoms of diabetes may include excessive thirst, excessive urination,
increased appetite, and weight loss. The disease can lead 1o serious complicatiens,
including liver disease. baclerial infections, or ketoacidosis — a potentially fatal
condition where 1al celis break down to compensate for a lack of insubn, producing
toxic substances that can make blood cells acidic. lil or not, diabelic cals are irealed
with insulin. Owner can help by managing the insulin trealment and monitoring the
cat's condition daily.

if you have any concerns about your cal's health, please contact PARKWAY
VETERINARY CLINIC. Our caning. compassionale staff provides complete veterinary
services in a “family atmosphere.” We are dedicated lo keeping your pet healthy and
happy. Visit either of our two locations at 41385 Wilcox Rd. In Plymouth, tel. 734-
453-2577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-881-4400. Both locations are open
six days a week.

P'S. Diabetes mellitus occurs most often in older. obese cats. [t is more common in

quadriceps causes calcium  recovery by asking your physician
(‘]l‘puulh to form  (myositis for a referral to the HANDS ON
ussificanss. Unless this condition s CENTER  FOR  PHYSICAL
treated vigorously, the calcium will THERAPY. Our senvices include
not allow the fibers in the muscle sports medicine, orthopedic and
1o extend fully thereby interfering neurological  rehabalitation
with the abibity 10 bend the knee  physical and learn more, or to
wlly A pull or tear of the schedule a consultation and exam
quadriceps is less common than a - please call 455-8370. You'll ind
hamstring pull or tear, but the our facilities conveniently located
treatment is much the same - Rest, in Plymouth, at 470 Forest Avenue,
Ice, Compression, Flevation (RICE). Suite 20. Day and evening
As for prevention, warm up treatment hours availahle. Most
sufficiently and stretch the insurance plans accepted
quadriceps by pulling the fool up

PS. Do not ignore strengthening the hamsirings in tavor ol their stronger, more
sesthetically appealing counterparts. the quadriceps Downg so creates an

males than females.  ozzuey
PSR IPOAN:

imbalance. L1021533

Want :
M Great Rate ona
New or Used Auto Loan?

New or

Used
Auto Loan

with rates as low as

Community

== Foderal
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AT YOUR SLRVICE
IN YOUR COMMIUNITY

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville, or Novi,
it’s as close as your own backyard.

Call or Stop In Today!

(734) 4531200
(877) YES- CFCU

Plyimouth

SOOS Hlarvey

Canton

1355 N Canton Center R
Northville

400k N St

www.cfcu.org

(=)

L Fqua Opportunity | endes

B L OW TO REACH US QEEEE

Circulation NIghtline......ccccccciiimnirienncacnnacanes 734-591-0500
Classifled Advertising........cccceeveemeniniraciaiaanne 734-591-0900
Display Advertising.........ccccceeveecenenceniiacaannan 734-591-2300
HOME DEllVery.....cccoreeremrumremmnmmmnnniessaaannnncnns .734-5691-0500
Newsroom FAX ........c.covireccimniiiainnnsannanene .. 734-591-T279
NOWSTOOM ...ocoiivisssiissssavississesaassasunne e 134-983-2104
0&E Online* www.observereccentiic.CoMaversesnreses 248-901-4716.
Photo Reprints* * ..........ccccevvann renssrssssenrensens 134-591-0500
Reader Comment Line ......... cecerssensennannnieesees 1 34-983-2040
Sports Nightline ........... [UPTTRRRR— £ T ) 25 U

* OnLine — www.observer-eccentric.com — can be accessed with
just about any communications software: PC or Maclntosh. You
are able to send and receive unlimited e-mail, access all features
of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Canton Observer
and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users
across town or across the country.

**+Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our
staff photographers. Please provide publication date, page number
and description of the picture, which must have been published
within the past six months. Prints are $20 for the first print, $7.50
for each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit

i -

Plumouth Abserver

A HomeTown Communications Network™ publication

794 South Main, Plymouth, Ml 48170
(Between Ann Arbor Rd. and Ann Arbor Tr., across from March Tire)

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
CARRIER DELIVERY MAIL DELIVERY
the St eniniay
8":‘,”:,::;, . :g? 88 ONe YBAT. iccmicmviasson $62.60
One year (Sr. Gitizen) $41 60 One year (Sr. Citizen)...... $51.60
Howsstand 75¢ per copy One year (out of State) ... $97.60

Aliadvertising published in the Canton Observer is subject to the conditions stated in the
applicable rate card, copies of which are available from the advertising department. The
Canton Observer. 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, M1 48150, (734) 591-2300. The Canton
Observer reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. Observer & Eccentric ad
takes have no authority to tind this newspaper and only publication of an adveftisement
shall constitute that acceptance of the advertised order
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Thursday at West Middle

the history, culture and

in the famous race.

Dog days: Whitney Bamrick of
Salem Township, 13, gets a )
kiss from Yoda, 6, a Siberian
Husky, during a presentation

School on Iditarod racing. In
the photo at right, White Fang,
7, leads the pack. The dogs are
owned by Dan Anderson of
Tundra Outfitters in Nunica,
Mich., near Grand Rapids.
Anderson explained some of

resources of Alaska, along with
i a show of Iditarod racing gear
for eighth grade students at
West. He then took the pupils
outside to meet his team of rac-
ing dogs, and hooked the dogs
up to a sled for a brief demon-
stration. Anderson said he
hasn’t personally participated

Iditarod stars get a workout at West

- : A
® - 9; g
s .

ideas can become stale.’

B ‘A lot of people will be surprised. He will bring
new ideas to Washington. Eight years of the same

—Plymouth Township

Abe Munfakh

rustee

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
shuck@ove.homecomm.net

First the father and now the son.

Plymouth Township resident and board
member Abe Munfakh, will attend the presi-
dential inauguration of George W. Bush Sat-
urday.

It's a repeat visit for Munfakh, who also
was invited to the inauguration of George
H.W. Bush, the president-elect's father, 12
years ago.

Munfakh's name was submitted to the office
of Congressman Joe Knollenberg (R-Bloom-
field Hills, 11th District), who then submitted
it to the inauguration committee.

Munfakh and his wife, Darlene, expected to
take a flight to Washington, D.C., Wednesday
morning.

“We received the invitation three weeks
ago,” Munfakh said. “We will be participating
in other festivities, including the (inaugural)
ball, which is a black tie affair.”

Munfakh predicts the Bush presidency will
build coalitions between Republicans and
Democrats. “A lot of people will be surprised,”
Munfakh. “He will bring new ideas to Wash-
ington. Eight years of the same ideas can
become stale.”

The Munfakhs also plan to attend recep-
tions honoring Vice President Dick Cheney,
First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of
Energy nominee Spencer Abraham.

Plymouth Township Trustee Ron Griffith,

The Plymouth/Canton Civi-
tan Citizenship Essay Con-
test celebrates its silver
anniversary with the topic:
Holes in the Svstem.

Jerry Thompson, CEP
chairman. indicates that stu-
dent interest in the contest
continues to grow. Participa-
tion in the competition offers
students the opportunity to
develnp a theme concept or

compete.

premise; express themselves

b e

e e e T Y

of Farmington Mercy.

Inaugural

% ¥
it
STAFF PHOTO BY BILL. BRESLER

Bour:d for Washington: Pom squad members traveling to Washington, D.C., include
Plymouth Salem student and Canton resident Carol Liu, left, Heather O'Malley of
Livonia Stevenson, Christina Kjolhede of Farmington Harrison and Linda Karbo

“We performed the inaugural
parade routine at the Thanks-
giving Day Parade in Detroit,”
said Blazaitis. “When we creat-
ed the choreography in the sum-
mer, it was our intent to use the
same routine for both so we
would be ready.”

For most of the all star team
members, the opportunity to
perform in front of the president
is something they will remember
forever.

“I'm really excited,” said Carol
Liu, 17, a Salem High Scheol
senior from Canton, who is &

second-time all star. “It's a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
perform in front of the president
and other dignitariee.”

“It's awesome,” said Lauren
French, 18, a Canton High
School sophomore from Ply-
mouth “Not

everyone
gets the ly to sve the

Pompen All Star Team
i.n%'&.rmwm

from page Al

than 450 high school sopho- Ty nationally known Plymouth
mores, juniors and seniors from :, I'm M'y excited. group will havg to settle for
Michigan, Illinois and Indiana sa ﬂm'"h fetime watayhmg ondbelevnsmn. b
competed to become part of the mm’ m “We tried to be part of the
200-member team. in front of the N' inaugural parade, but we dudn’t

Blazaitis said team members make inquiries until after Bush
learn their routines from mate- dent and mm was declared the winner of the
rials and a videotape sent to tarles.’ election,” said Fred Hill about
them. and when they get togeth- X ‘his efforts to get his famous
er each is expected to know : Carol Llu Briefcase Drill Team in the fes-
what to do. —Salem High School senior tivities. “However, by then it

wae too late because they
already had it put together.”

Hill said he enlisted the help
of several news organizations
and Republican insiders, but to
no avail. He finally reached the
top parade organizer, but it was
difficult getting him a tape in
time. And besides, he'd never
heard of Hill or his troops.

"We weren't on his
short list,” said Hill. “But, he

"should have known we were

What else would
16 white guys with blue suits
and red ties be?

»

Trustee among group
headed to inauguration

with onginality and clarity.
All high school students
enrolled in any school. public
or private, within the P/C
School District are eligible to

Prizes offered are:

Place: $300; Second Place:
$200; and Third Place: $100
Entries are judged by a
CEP panel of English and
Social Studies teachers from
both Canton and Salem High

who said he received several inaugural invita-
tions, opted not to attend. Such invitations
are typically forwarded to elected officials,
Griffith said. He also serves as a precinct del-
egate.

“There will be a lot more important people
there than me,” he said. “Friends of the
Republican Party are those who commit time
and money.”

Griffith will be doing his usual Saturday
counseling for Crossroads, a local Episco-
palian outreach program, in Detroit’'s Cass
Corridor. Since 1979, Griffith has worked
with the poor tackling a variety of needs,
including medicine costs, glasses, filling out
paperwork, and advocacy.

Paul Welday of Knollenberg’'s office in
Washington, D.C., expecis a contingent of
about 3.200 from Michigan. “Teresa Folino is
putting together a group,” Welday said.
“There’s a number of events Thursday and
Friday.”

Folino, a Republican, ran unsuccessfully in
the 20th District state representative race
and was defeated by John Stewart (R-Ply-
mouth Township.' The district covers the Ply-
mouths, the Northvilles and part of Livonia.

“A Celebration of Education” is scheduled
for 11 a.m. Saturday at the Plymouth Histon-
cal Museum on Main Street. Special invita-
tions were extended to all “Close Up” stu-
dents, a government class. At noon, guests
will watch the televised Presidential Swear-
ing-in Ceremony which will be broadcast in
the iower level of the museum.

Civitans set essay contest deadline

Schools. Representatives of
the local press will be invited
to judge the essays as well.
All essays must be submitted
no later than 2:30 p.m. March
13 to Thompsen. Additional
information is available in
the Canten and Salem gener-
al offices.
the Civitan
(7341453-7569.

First

Joe Henshaw is
coordinator
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King’s ideals a year-round course for park students

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oce.homecomm.net

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. taught us that race
shouldn’t deprive us of learning about each other.
And, at the same time, we should strive for social
justice.

For many communities, that message was
brought to the forefront Monday, on the holiday
commemorating King and his ideals.

However, at Plymouth-Canton Educational
Park, King's ideals not only have meaning on the
third Monday in January, but during the course of

the entire school year.

Students at P-CEP spent time watching a video
clip Monday of King and his speeches, and had
opportunities to read about hate crimes and view
bulletin boards depicting different cultures. How-
ever, it’s the work that is done the entire school
year that brings about the true meaning in King’s
words.

According to Allie Suffety, an alternative educa-
tion teacher at Canton High School, there are
more than 50 languages spoken in the Plymouth-
Canton community. At P-CEP, there are more
than a dozen clubs, with many of them ethnic in

further reductions

winter sale!

nature.

“The clubs aren’t just for those individual
groups, but for people who want to learn about
those cultures,” said Stephanie Chang, 17, of Can-
ton, who is co-president of the Asian/Pacific Ameri-
can Association. “There are so many people here
who are different and you can learn a lot about. If
you can experience all the differences, you can
learn to appreciate them.”

“I see a definite interest in people wanting to
learn about different cultures, because you can’t
help but be friends here with people of different
cultures,” said Lindsey Scalera, 17, of Canton ,who
is a governing member of the Diversity Club. “It’s
not a question of being tolerant. It's about learn-
ing about our peers.

“At The Park, we have such a diverse student
body compared to our friends in other school dis-
tricts,” added Scalera. “They don’t have the same
understanding we do, and we'll be more prepared
to go out in the real world because we’ll be more
aware of the different cultures surrounding us.”

Both students have taken part in learning about
diversity, including activities sponsored by the
National Conference for Community and Justice,
as well as the school's own International Dinner,
which brings hundreds of students, parents and
community members together each year.

“I definitely see a difference they've made, and it
does work,” said Suffety. “Are we still dreaming
the dream? Our students live the dream, and it's
beautiful.

“The clubs allow a large mass of students, who
are not athletically involved, or in the theater or
marching band, to participate,” he said. “It’s such
a positive way to participate and they feel
attached.”

Lynn Sandmann, also an alternative education
teacher, said it’s a fervor among the students who
participate and the staff who sponsor the clubs.

; ST H'U BY PAUL “l
David Raney of Ypsilanti, 7, from left,
his sister Hallie, 9, and brother Harri-

33 original prices on all winter fashions
for men and women

“It's a passion of increasing tolerance and diver-
sity,” she said. “It helps make a very large campus
become a little bit smaller, a little more intimate.”

Students and staff aren’t naive enough to believe
everyone at The Park, which numbers nearly
5,000 students, is tolerant of those who are differ-
ent.

“We can't make people who are prejudice under-
stand,” said Scalera. “What we can do is have the
information out there and give them a way to

son, 4, watch a group of dancers from
New Liberty Baptist Church in Detroit
perform an interpretive dance during a
special Service of Racial Unity at Gene-
va Presbyterian in Canton Monday in
celebration of the Martin Luther King
Jr. Holiday. The three are members of
the Greater Faith Assembly of Ply-
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accept all the different cultures.” mouth.

Got an Interesting story to tell? Tell it to YOUR hometown newspaper by calling the
Plymouth Observer at (734) 459-2700, or emall to bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
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Fire department takes on responsibility for
compliance with law on abandoning newborns

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

The Plymouth Community
Fire Department has the addi-
tional duty of developing policy
and compliance with the new
Safe Delivery for Newborns law
which took effect Jan. 1, accord-
ing to Chief Larry Groth.

The legislation was passed in
response to a concern about the
number of newborn infants
being abandoned in unsafe
places by their parents, accord-
ing to information from Douglas
Howard, director of the Family
Independence Agency.

The law affects emergency ser-
vice providers — those individu-
als who are uniformed or an oth-
erwise identified employee of a
fire department, hospital or
police station who are inside the
building and on duty.

These providers will be imple-
menting standard operating
guidelines.

“That’s opposed to dumping
the child in a Dumpster or some-
body’s front perch or leaving it
in a car,” said Plymouth Com-
munity Fire Chief Larry Groth.
“We just put on another hat. It’s
probably not a bad law. It (child
abandonment) has never hap-
pened out here and I hope it
never does.”

Some young, unwed mothers
feel they can’t go home and tell
their parents what happened,
Groth said. Some may face a
beating, he said.

“With the way society is today,
there’s so much of that going
on,” Groth said. “It happens to
girls going to public schools, pri-
vate schools, parochial schools.

Air Force offers
bonus for quick
enlistments

The Air Force is offering an
additional bonus for people
enlisting into select career
fields, and reporting for active
duty between now and Jan. 31.

The bonus 18 in addition to
any standard enlistment bonus
currently offered for those
career fields. Six-year enlist-
ment bonuses for the Combat
Control and Pararescue career
fields. currently at $12,000, will
also offer a $5,000 “kicker”.
Other additional bonuses range
from $1,000 to $5,000 depend-
ing on career field chosen and
term of enlistment.

“This is a wonderful manage-
ment tool for our recruiters out
in the field,” said Brigadier Gen-
eral Duane Deal, Air Force
Recruiting Service commander.
“It not only offers an additional
monetary incentive for young
people seeking an Air Force
opportunity, but it also balances
our training class seats avail-
able throughout the year.”

The Air Force has opportuni-
ties in nearly 200 career fields,
with special emphasis this year
in mechanical and technical
career fields, as well as officer
opportunities.

People interested in finding
out more about Air Force oppor-
tunities and enlistment bonuses
should contact their local Air
Force recruiter SSgt. Chris
Gulotta, (734)326-8080 or go on
line at www air force.com.

If they drop the baby off here,
we will take it to a medical facil-
ity.”

The law stipulates a baby
needs to be dropped off at a
manned facility. “A volunteer
fire department wouldn’t work
because there isn’t anybody
there to drop that baby off to,”
Groth said.

The current profile of a parent
most likely to abandon a new-
born is a teen or young adult
who is in compete denial of the
pregnancy and who reacts out of
fear and panic, Howard said in
FIA guidelines.

Some points to consider:

B Either parent can drop off
an unwanted newborn and
remain anonymous.The surren-
dering parent has the choice to
leave the infant without giving
any identifying information
about them to the emergency
service provider.

B The provider will give what-
ever care necessary upon accept-
ing the infant.

B8 The fire department cannot
transfer temporary protective
custody of the newborn to the
ambulance crew, but must
accompany the child to the hos-
pital and transfer temporary
protective custody to the hospi-
tal, according to the law.

@ Temporary physical custody
will be given to a private adop-
tion agency for placement with
an approved adoptive family fol-
lowing an examination at a hos-
pital.

B There’s a voluntary medical
background form for a newborn.
Emergency personnel are

B ‘We just put on
another hat. it's proba-
bly not a bad law. It
(chiid abandonment)
has never happened out
here and | hope it never
does.’
ry Groth
—F:re Chief

encouraged to obtain the child’s
family medical history for the
future health of the child.

@ By surrendering the new-
born, the parent is releasing the
child for adoption. The child-
placing agency can provide confi-
dential services. The parent may
remain completely anonymous
but will be asked if he or she is
willing to identify themselves.

The parent can remain anony-
mous and still provide family
and medical background that
the child may need in the
future.

B The parent has 28 days to
petition the court to regain cus-
tody of the child. After the 28-
day period to petition for custody
elapses, their will be a hearing
to terminate parental rights.
There will be a public notice of
the hearing however the notice
will not contain the parent'’s
name.

B Any information the parent
is willing to provide to an emer-
gency service provider will not
be made public.

For information about
resources for counseling, medical
services and adoption options,
parents can call the toll-free
Safe Delivery Hotline at 1-866-
733-7733.
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Tree-lined streets.
Lawn sprinklers making rainbows in the late
afternoon sun. The community gathered for its

annual festival. Cheering for the home team as
they make the winning touchdown. Calls of
nelghborhood kids playing until dark. The guy
next door who quietly shovels your walk. Taking
the kids for ice cream.
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our hometown classifieds bring people together
in another special way. They're there when you're
looking for a bargain. And they re there when you
want to sell something you no longer need.

You'll also find our classifieds online, anytime, at
our web site: geonline.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

make contact with his supervisor.

Witnesses observed the incident, the
report said. They saw him throw and break
a desk clock and window blinds. He also
broke a computer monitor which he threw to
the ground, they said.

Footprints and glass were found in front of
the building.

The alarm company told the manager the
alarm was tripped about 3 a.m. The alarm
company never notified the Plymouth Town-
ship police department. .

The manager said he found all the doors
locked when he arrived at the business.

Police investigators found no glass inside An angry customer called MediaOne on
the building and determined the window Beck Jan. 5 and complained about cable ser-

was broken out from the inside. vice.

He demanded service immediately.
Assault and battery Though he was told a technician would be
Police arrested a former Media One

out the next day the customer said it wasn't
employee who slapped and hit his boss with  good enough.

a plastic cup at the Beck Road location He threatened to take a hand grenade and
dow, police said. His neighbor’s gutter was around 3 p.m. Jan. 12. The arrest was made blow up the MediaOne office on 11 Mile in
damaged from flying buckshot. during a traffic stop on Beck south of Clip-  Southfield.

When police arrived, the man was on his per. Theft
front porch talking on the phone to his wife. Described as MediaOne in the police e

5 report, the company was recently acquired A man complained someone took his son’s

Break-in by Comecast but continues to use the hockey bag containing about $900 in hockey

The manager of Victory Lane on Ann MediaOne name on buildings and trucks, equipment from the Compuware Sports
Arbor Road in Plymouth Township said according to a company official. Arena on Beck Road.
someone broke in sometime between 12:30 Police were called to the location on a They left the bag in the lobby while wait-
p.m. Jan. 13 and 8:30 p.m. Jan. 14 but took report that a terminated employee bit his ing to go into the inside restaurant. They
nothing. manager and left the building. periodically walked back into the lobby to

He said he found the corner window shat- The former employee told police he was check to see if it was still there while wait-
tered and broken out, though the building

angry he was fired so he threw a plastic cup ingin line. ‘
was intact before he left. towards the wall, threw a punch, but did not The final check revealed the bag contain-
ing skates, pads, etc., was gone.

Plymouth Township Police arrested a Hag-
gerty Road resident who said he uninten-
tionally discharged a 12-gauge shotgun.

The arrest came shortly after midnight
Jan. 13.

Police are investigating the incident,
which occurred near Ann Arbor Trail, follow-
ing a call from a neighbor.

The man said he accidentally discharged
the shotgun when he picked it up to move it
from one room to another.

He explained his cousin left the gun in his
child’s bedroom.

No further explanation was presented in
the police report.

The blast went through a southside win-

Irate customer

For the best coverage
of YOUR high school
sports teams, read the
Plymouth Observer
every Thursday and
Sunday.

Gracious living, Security and
Companionship

Designed exclusively for Seniors 55 or older.
American House offers elegant,

large efficiency and 1 bedroom
apartments with fots of luxuries included.

AMERICAN
HOUSE

SENIOR LIVING RESIDENCES

Open House
Sun., January 21
1pm. -4 pm.

Ford Rd 1Mile W of 1-275 $21-1989

$4.00 Family Twllight 4-8pm daily
$4.75 Kids & Seniors all shows
$35.00 DAILY Matiness tl] 4pm

* Noon and evening meals in our beautiful dining room
* Complimentary van transportation

* Activity Director with full social programs

* Daily continental breakfast

Personal Care Services

Available Upon Request

* 24-hour emergency response

* Beauty and barber shops

* Emergency pull-cords in each bedroom and bath
* Small pets welcome

$5.78 with Student ID

$5.75 Lata Shows Fri & SatFTIEIN:IITH
$ No Passes DIGITAL STERED

Unlimited Free Drink & 25¢ Corn Rellils
MOVIE GUIDE

Need transportation te Visit any of our communities? Give us a

call. We'll pick you up and take you home after your visit.

Northville
12000 7 AMile Rd.
Northville, M1 48167

(248) 449-1480

Livonia 11
11525 Farmington Rd
Livorua, M1 48150

(734) 425-3050

Livonia
14265 Muddlebelt Rd
Livonia, ML 48154

(734) 2612884
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= CASTAWAY (PG-13)
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= 11:50, 2:10, 4:30, 7:15, 8:30

j=d EMPEROR’S HEW GROOVE (G)
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VERTICAL LIMIT (PG-13) 915
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1 COUPON
L FREE

| Bag of Buttery Pop<orn
L Sy~ OMEFREE wITH THIS AD OC 08

by Steve Manstield

HOLDING
PATTERNS

There are a number of ditferent
flower holders that arrangers can
use to position and support
flowers in their containers. When
positioning  large  masses  of
flowers in baskets and wide
mouthed vases, flexible chicken
wire is often a good choice. A flat
section of chicken wire carefully
fitted across the mouth of the
container provides a gnd that
supports and separates  stems

. MANY ACCEPT DARWIN’S THEORY OF
6) EVOLUTION AS FACT. BUT DOES IT REALLY
STAND UP TO SCRUTINY? YOU BE THE JUDGE.

At a special seminar, Phillip Johnson, author of the highly acclaimed
book Darwin on Trial, will summarize his case against evolution and
then open himself up to cross-examination by the audience --
including the science professors we’ve invited to attend

Floral ftoarm 1s best suted to
shallow containers holding short
stemmed Howers. Simply cut it to

the desired shape, submerage it in

Dr. Phillip Johnson has been a law professor at the University of water, and wedge it into the
California at Berkeley for over 30 years. He is a graduate of Harvard s e
and the University of Chicago. He was a law clerk tor Chief Justice Finally pin holders. with pin- ke
Earl Warren of the United States Supreme Court. e Sl i R P
used i lkebana  to o stabilize
flowers in tHat, shallow dishes

For more  npe o Howen
arrangernent and thyes Paerct
yervice in town, come visit us at
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS
at 995 W Ann Arbor Trail,
Plymouth We love to share our
knowledge with our customers

Free and open to the public

Wednesday, January 24
7:00 PM
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Services for John Close, 68, of Plymouth, were held Jan. 13 at thg
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home with the Rev. James Skimins offici-
ating. Burial was at Rural Hill Cemetery in Northville.

Mr. Close was born Sept. 2, 1932 in Detroit and died Jan. 10 in
Ann Arbor. He was a local school teacher before forming a success-
ful manufacturer’s representative firm that marketed vocational
training equipment to high schools, colleges and technical training
schools across the Midwest. In 1990 he received the American Voca-
tional Association Award for outstanding achievement in the voca-

tional field.

Mr. Close was affectionately known as the “Croakmaster” in local
circles because of his creation of the National Frog Jumping Contest
and his unique frog van that could be seen motoring through the
Plymouth community. A fun-loving and enthusiastic individual,
John once appeared on the Eli and Denny Sports Show with his

famed frog jumping contest.

Mr. Close was a familiar personality in the community and was
active in the Plymouth Optimist Club throughout the 1960’s and
served as its president at one point. He coached little league base-
ball and basketball for numerous years from the mid-1960s through

the early "70s.

Survivors include his wife, Joyce; children, Gary, Sandra. Tom
(Susan) and Laura (Steve) Tihanyi; and grandchildren, John, Joyce,
Andrew, Maggie, Sarah, Joseph and Jacqueline.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer’s Disease Association or

Arbor Hospice.

Arrangements made by Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

GEORGE JOHANNES KORBY, JR.

George Johannes Korby, Jr., of Novi, was born June 19, 1926 in

Detroit and died Jan. 14 in Novi.

Mr. Korby was a commercial artist for the advertising firm of
Young and Rubinecan in Detroit. He retired in 1980. He had been
married for 49 years. He came to the Northville/Novi area in 1972
from Livonia. He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy (Seaman First
Class) during World War II. He enjoyed hunting deer and skeet
shooting. He also enjoyed traveling to Florida for vacations.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Willie Joyce Korby.

Survivors include his daughter, Cynthia Moss of North Las Vegas,
Nev.: his son, George J. Korby I1I of Novi; and three grandchildren.

Memorials may be given to the Karmanos Cancer Institute.

Arrangements made by Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

THERESE 8. PATTWELL

Services for Therese S. Pattwell, 73, of Northville, were held Jan.
18 at Our Lady of Victory Church in Northville with the Rev. Steven
Wertanen officiating. Burial was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in

Southfield.

Mrs. Pattwell was born April 23. 1927 in Quebec, Canada, and
died January 14 in Northville. She was a retired long distance oper-
ator with AT&T. She lived in the Northville area since 1968. She
was a member of Our Lady of Victory Church.

Survivors include her husband, John Pattwell; son, Michael (Beth)
Pattwell of Troy; son. Paul (Kim) Pattwell of Pinckney; and son,
John (Laura) Pattwell of Whitmore Lake; brother, Charles Paradis
of Lakeland; sister. Denise Kruszewski of Perrysburg, Ohio; and sis-
ter, Louise Richter of South Lyon; and four grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society-Great
Lakes Division, 29350 Southfield Rd., Suite 110, Seuthfield, MI.

48076.

Arrangements made by Casterline Funeral Home, Inc.

Group looking for host families

World Heritage, a non-profit,
public benefit organization, is
seeking local host families for
high school boys and girlz from
Spain, Mexico, France, Ger-
many, Thailand, Brazil, Japan
and the NIS (Newly Indepen-
dent States of the former Soviet
Union) coming to this area for
the upcoming school year.

These personable and academ-
ically select exchange students
speak English, are bright, curi-
ous and eager to learn about
this country through living as
part of a family and attending
high school. This is a wonderful
opportunity to share in the fos-
tering of inter-cultural friend-
ships

The exchange students arrive
from their home country shortly
before school begins and return
at the end of the school year.
Each world Heritage student is
fully insured. brings his or her
own personal spending money
and expects to bear his or her
share of household responsibili-

ties, as well as being included in
normal family activities and
lifestyles.

At the same time the student
will be teaching their newly
adopted host family about their
own culture and language. The
students are well screened and
qualified by World Heritage.
Families may select the voung-
ster of their choice from student
applications, photo collages, and
biographical essays. Once
paired, students and families
are encouraged to begin corre-
sponding prior to the student’s
arrival.

Those persons interested in
obtaining more information
about becoming a host family tor
a semester or an academic yeul
or anyone interested in becon:
ing an exchange student should
contact World Heritage's local
representative, Suzanne Sebrec
at (8101783-6946 or call 1-800
785-9040 or check out our web
site at www.world-heritage.org.

Got an interesting story to
tell? Sue Buck wants to
hear It. Call her at (734)

459-2700, or emall her at

sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Elmer and why is
A\ he smiling?

He's Eimer Throckmortion,
§ ¥ and he’s just been told he'll
: ‘ get a FREE small cheese
/ pizza with his Classified ad.

) ] You can. too.

st gt all vt are sold

STORAGE USA

NOTICE

Notiwee 1= hereby gven that on FEBRUARY 13, 2001 LeRov Elfrank
Vucttoneers Executive Admonistrator for Storage USA, wall be offering tor
e voder the Judicial Lemn process, by public auction, the followine
Torage nnits
Pt D157 Rhonda Kmight - Office Items, Furmiture, Boxes, Plastic Bags
Stage barhiting:, Mhise Hems
Pt 1S Angela U Hhaves Furnnture, Lamp, Rubbermad Totes, Dolly
Clothing, Misc Househiold tems
it 1420 Ronald McCall - Boxes. Garden Hose and Roller, Furmiture
oadder bamp Mize Haousehold Ttems
Lt K104 Farnest Saath - CO2 and 02 Tanks, Propane and Hehum
ks Toots Buckets, Blankets, Tarps, Fish Tank, Many Boxes

Ihe termes of the sale will be cash only Storage USA reserves the right to
tefiee any and all ds The sale will be held at the following location, 6729
Coanton Conter R Cantone M ARIRT and wall begin at 1200 pm and

50 call us at
WARD CHURCH 453-5140, or  you  ca
. . Visl Ot Wwerhisite |
6 400()0 Slx Mlle R()ad W -\’A hewdstlowers ,\, m. we ‘lr|"
. Y Northvi”e Ml’ open Mon sat - and worldwide
. ’ wire service is avallable  Smce
6 At Stx and IHaggerty, belund the Barnes and Noble Shopping Center 1895 we linvie e dedicaled o
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Taking charge: Newly elected Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives
Rick Johnson, R-Traverse City, addresses the 91st Congress Jan. 10 in Lansing.

Michigan legislators promise
bipartisan approach this term

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

House leaders promised a new
spirit of bipartisan cooperation
in Lansing as they presided over
opening day ceremonies in the
Legislature Jan. 10.

“We say that every year, don’t
we,” Rep. Laura Toy, R-Livonia,
admitted. But there may indeed
be some reason to think that it
could actually come true this
time.

Newly elected Speaker of the
House Rick Johnson, R-LeRoy,
has a reputation as a “consensus
builder,” Toy said. That is a label
given him by many in Lansing.

“Besides, this is the second
time Republicans have been in
the majority,” Rep. Mike Kowall,
R-White Lake, said. “It took a
while for some on the other side
of the aisle to get used to who
was in the majority — it took us a
while to get used to being in the
majority — and to get over the
friction that change is going to
cause.”

Additionally, Johnson and
newly elected House Minority
Leader Kwame Kilpatrick, D-
Detroit, have worked together in
the past, as a result of their posi-
tions on the transportation com-
mittee in the last session, and
get along quite well.

“I don’t think it is healthy for
us to conduct the people’s busi-
ness with an invisible partition
between us,” Jochnson said in an
acceptance speech following his
official election as the new
Speaker of the House Wednes-
day. “I pledge to be inclusive — in
my thinking, in my appoint-
ments and in my willingness to
listen. Those of you who sit on
the other side of the aisle, while
| won't always agree with you, I
respect you and value of your
input. Let me be clear: You can
play a key role in passing laws
that benefit the residents of
Michigan.”

“Rick is a person that I think
will change the focus of the
House,” said Kilpatrick in a
speech seconding Johnson’s nom-
ination for the post. “A shift from
the partisan politics and the par-
tisan bickering that has frag-
mented this institution over the

to take possession of your assets.

All estates in excess of $15,000 must go through the
probate process. If you'll have assets worth over
$100,000, including your home, you owe it to your
family and yourself to learn the facts about living trusts.

A will alone GUARANTEES that your estate will go

through the pain and cost of probate. Probate court will
take an average of nine months AND COULD TAKE
YEARS. During this time your family may not be able

The cost of probate (fees, lawyers and such) could
deplete your estate by as much a 10% of its value.

last two years to a place where
we find common interests, com-
mon goals, common ideas.”

If successful in creating a
bipartisan atmosphere, lawmak-
ers believe there will be a differ-
ence in the legislation coming
out of Lansing. Kowall predicted
that more Democratic proposals
would be taken up and passed
this year. “Not a lot from the
Democratic side progressed last
year,” he said.

Kilpatrick would agree. He
said a change would be needed
to address the concerns of “the
new electorate, it’s not the same
old electorate, it is much more
suburban.”

He predicted lawmakers would
take up issues intended to “cre-
ate more livable communities
and dealing with smart growth.”

At week’s end, Republican law-
makers gathered in Holland for
a two-day retreat, intended to let
GOP members get to know the
seven new members of their cau-
cus, settle committee assign-
ments, and set the party’s agen-
da for the year. Democrats have
already held such a gathering.

Quality of life issues and edu-
cation are likely to top the agen-
da. Lawmakers have already
been asked to submit their prior-
ities to the leadership for consid-
eration. And such issues

appeared on a number of law-
maker’s lists.

Rep. Andrew Raczkowski. R-
Farmington Hills, also had edu-
cation and taxes on his list. He
also wants to make it easier for
foster parents to adopt young-
sters in Michigan. He said he is
hoping to propose tax credits
that would encourage venture
capitalists to make more loans to
startup businesses in Michigan.

Land use issues and urban
sprawl were at the top of
Kowall's list. Also among his pri-
orities were education, tax cuts
and redevelopment of brown-
fields.

Toy said she would like to
revisit the issue of prescription
coverage for senior citizens, giv-
ing them even more help that
was enacted late last year. She
said she wants to make state
government more “user friendly”
as well. Campaign finance
reform is also on her list.

Toy further said she would like
to address the issue of term lim-
its, not altering the limits them-
selves, but considering whether
representatives should have
terms of only two years or if
those terms should be length-
ened.

Kilpatrick said quality of life
issues would top the Democratic
agenda.

JULIE'S
BRIDAL IMPORTS

O PIYMOUTH
PRISENTS

THE
SPRING 2001 COLLECTION

Phoesg

ST. PUCCHI

TIMELESS IN ELEGANCE AND BEAUTY
KRANI OF ST PUCCHTCOMBINES THE FINEST THATLSITR AND
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Free “Living Trust” Seminar
Give Your Family the Gift of Avoiding Probate

Estate taxes run from 37% to 55% of your gross es.ate
(for estates of over $675,000).

ALL OF THIS CAN BE AVOIDED WITH
PROPER ESTATE PLANNING.

A LIVING TRUST AVOIDS PROBATE, thus
eliminating the pain and cost of probate. In addition. a
living trust protects you during your lifetime according
t0 your instructions and not a court appointed guardian.
Find out how a living trust can protect you and your
loved ones at one of the following FREE seminars.

Pivmouth, MI

730155 1100

Hurley Coleman appointed -
assistant county executive °

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpeari@ce.homecomm.net

Hurley C. Coleman, former
Wayne County parks system
director, is a bit in awe of his
new appointment as assistant
county executive for strategic
planning and program develop-
ment.

“I've been in parks my whole
career, and for people to think
you can do more than what
they've seen you do is a real vote
of confidence,” said Coleman,
whose appointment to the newly
created position was announced
recently by Wayne County Exec-
utive Edward H. McNamara.

The county CEO charged Cole-
man with the responsibility to
provide “an intensified commit-
ment to excellence in every area
of county government.”

Coleman, 47, who came to the
county parks department from
his native Saginaw in 1989, said
he is looking forward to working
with all county departments in
developing and refining pro-
grams “to ensure that Wayne
County services are being pro-
vided at the highest possible
level.”

McNamara said Coleman’s
new job includes overseeing the
county parks’ capital improve-
ment program and working with
local, state and national organi-
zations to build “a better link
between the communities and
Wayne County.”

Larry Fitch of Trenton, the
parks department executive
director under Coleman, has
been named to succeed Coleman
as director.

Coleman’s appointment, which

FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR

Find Out How to Transfer Your Estate to Your Family
Quickly and Privately—Without Probate Fees

began Jan. 2, is part of McNa-
mara's effort to fill the void cre-
ated by the departure of former
Deputy CEO Michael E. Duggan,
who was involved in “so many
different areas,” Coleman noted.

Former Assistant County CEO
Mary Zuckerman earlier was
named to succeed Duggan, who
was elected county prosecuting
attorney.

Coleman sgaid McNamara
“locked at the things considered
to be my strengths” and created
a role for them.

“You have to be able to look at
things that aren’t there and see
them,” said Coleman, “and it’s
exciting that Ed McNamara
thinks I can do that on an execu-
tive level.

“It’s an unbelievable opportu-
nity to be offered from a person
that I have as much respect for

£ y e .
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as Ed McNamara,” he added.
Coleman also thanked his”
“many great partners” in munig- '
palities across the county “wﬁqﬂ
really supported Wayne County
Parks. _"'
“I will continue those relation-,
ships,” Coleman vowed. g
McNamara said Coleman has
demonstrated “outstanding orga-'
nizational skills and focus®™ as
parks director. foid

“Hurley Coleman has been tHe
driving force in restoring the hus-"
ter to Wayne County Parkagj
including helping develop a new
waterpark area at Chandler
Park on Detroit's east side,”
McNamara said. :

Coleman will report to both™
Zuckerman and McNamara
Chief of Staff Bernard Kil-
patrick.

Zuckerman said Coleman “has
worked closely with community
leaders to develop programs that
work for the communities and
their residents. His expertisey
will help other county depart-
ments bring improved services tn§
our residents.” H

&

Coleman also serves as b
Wayne County drain commis-e
sioner, is a member of thej
National Forum for Black Public §
Administrators and is past-presi-*
dent of the Michigan Recreation s
and Parks Association. 4

He holds a bachelor's degrees
from Eastern Michigan Universi
ty in community recreation?
administration, with minors in¢
business administration ands
speech and communication. £

Coleman, wife Sandra and}
their three children live ins
Detroit. :
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® Your estate will transfer guickly to
your family upon vour death,
without the expense of probate

e Your estate may go through probate,
which could take months or even
years, and probate fees could be
substantial.

You'll Find Out What Will Happen With a Living Trust...

® You'll avend a conservarorship it vou

e It you're marnied and vour estate is
worth less than $1.35 millhion. there
may be no tederal estate taxes to pay

You'll Find Out What Will Happen Without a Living Trust (even if you have a will)...

e [f you re married and vour estate i
over $675.000 ner, without proper
planning your tamily mayv owe
tederal estate taxes of 37 7-557%

Sponsored by: Law Office of Jeffrey R. Saunders. Atrorney Jetirey R Saunders
speaks to area residents about living trusts and proper estate pianming. Mr Saundens Law Ofbe ot
has practiced law for over a decade and his practice tocuses on estare planning and -fF, :

- : rey R. Saunders
elder law. He is a member of the American Academy of Estare Planning Artorneys J‘f ; de
and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys - and his seminars en biving truses

are said to be “oxtstanding—lear—underitandable
(3

Seating is Limited, So Call 800-954-1717 Now!

(Phones open 24 bours — Say you want 1o make resentaion: for th it

e It you become incapacitated. or
unable to ssen documents, a court
AV ANSILN 4 CONSErvator to run vear
estate as the oowr? sees it

become incapacitated —so vour estate
will be run as you see fit
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Mann-made decision was
right thing to do at time

As the campaign season droned on
through the spring and summer months,
critics of former Plymouth Township
Supervisor Kathleen Keen McCarthy
decried her stagnant attitudes, dogged

her for getting nothing accomplished.

Criticisms of her slow-moving style
flowed like water, and not just from the
camp of Steve Mann, the man who
would eventually unseat the incumbent.
People who supported Mann or simply
wanted Keen McCarthy out were equal-

ly harsh.

“Let’s get someone in there who will

get things done,” critics cried.

“Nothing has gotten done the last four
years; let’s change all that,” they

screamed.

“This township needs someone in the
office who can make a decision,” they

bellyached.

Mann wins the election in a much-eas-
ier race than anyone would have antici-
pated. He’s got a plan, things he knows
he wants to do. He wants to be a man of

action.

Fast forward to the first significant
action he has to take, during the Decem-
ber snow storm that dropped nearly a
foot of snow on the area. The township is
flooded with calls from residents wanti-
ng to know when their streets are going
to be plowed.

Wayne County is actually responsible
for that, a fact of which many residents

are not aware. But the county, if you'll
pardon the pun, got snowed under and
didn't get to local streets right away. So
Mann, with a foot of snow making travel
difficult not only for residents, but for
cop cars, fire trucks and the like, makes
a decision: He contracts for snow
removal on the township’s residential
streets.

The action costs the township a little
more than $13,000, and probably bought
much more in the currency of good will.
Yet trustees at the Jan. 9 meeting found
a reason to question the decision.

There are things that are true. It's
true the county is responsible, and that
township residents pay taxes for the
right to have their roads plowed. It's
also true that most residents who've lost
confidence in the county’s ability to plow
snow already pay to have it done pri-
vately. And it’s true the county should
have had the sireets cleared.

But it's also true the county didn't get
it done, for whatever reason. While we
agree Plymouth Township shouldn’t get
into the snow removal business as a reg-
ular service, this was not an ordinary
situation. Mann recognized that,
stepped up to the plate and made a deci-
sion, one he felt was in the best interests
of his residents.

Isn’t that exactly what the Keen
McCarthy bashers wanted?

Grand jury wouldn’t be needed if
airport contracts measured up

Michael Conway, director of external
affairs for Wayne County Airports, said
last week that the county would wel-
come a grand jury investigation into the
handling of construction contracts at
the airport.

He said charges leveled by John
Wyke, a Southgate subcontractor, that
the county paid an extra $9 million to a
contractor for lights and signage even
though the project came in two years

late are based on a misunderstanding of
the facts. Wyke's call for a grand jury
investigation is the latest in a number
of complaints about how the county
handles contracts for the airport. The
complaints have led to an investigation
of airport operations by the state Legis-

lature.

Conway counters Wyke's charges by
saying the extra payment, over the orig-
inal $11 million bid, was to meet a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration deadline
and to satisfy an FAA change in stan-
dards for signage. He also questions
Wyke's contention that the extra costs
were paid by taxpayers. He said airport
construction is paid by funds raised
from airlines and passengers. He also
argues that there were no “irregulari-
ties” in the handling of the contract
since it didn't require approval by the

county commission.

Falling as it does after the other com-
plaints about airport contracts and
financing, Wyke's charges raise serious
questions about the transparency of
what should be public business. While

not questioning Conway’s explanations,
we do question why it will take a grand
jury hearing to explain what should be
public information.

If contracts involving millions of dol-
lars of public money (whether raised
through taxes or through fees which are
quasi-taxes) are regularly engaged
without legislative oversight, then
maybe it’s well past time that the coun-
ty commission take action to bring
these contracts under their authority.
(The commission last week reorganized
to create a committee that will deal
with the airports exclusively.)

Executive action has the advantage of
speed, especially when dealing with
building projects. But no government
executive should be allowed to operate
outside of legislative and public scruti-
ny. The company that formerly operat-
ed the airport parking lots subcontract-
ed to Executive Ed MecNamara's broth-
er-in-law, raising the bright red flag of
nepotism and creating an all-too-easy
target for McNamara's critics. Legisla-
tive oversight might have prevented
such an embarrassing situation.

Contracts involving more than rou-
tine funds should be publicly bid.
Bonuses and large overruns should be
approved by the county commission. All
contracts should be open for public
inspection.

We wouldn’t need a grand jury if
these processes had been followed all
along.

AT THGSS A ADHAPHA T HAD

B Celebrating King

On behalf of the many who supported
the recognition of Dr. King's birthday
and whose passions have transcended
any attempt on making this merely a
day specifically designed as an African-
American holiday, [ commend the city

council of Westland for making the cele-
hration of this day a city holiday. Some-
one once said, “It’'s difficult to speak

truth to power.” Your sensitivity to this

important issue has demonstrated there

are those who are in positions of power
who will hear truth
As this country seeks to become more

unified in its diversity, your actions have

demonstrated a unity that is not ethni-
cally motivated but rather ethically
proper. For any to view Dr. King's day
as a day for African-Americans is to
severely miss hig message of peace and
hope for a nation that has been blessed
more than other nations in the world,
Dr. King did not die for African-Amen
cans. Dr. King was in Memphis for

trash collectors. Therefore his death
was, in part, for garbage workers and
not just African- Americans  His appeal
was far more reaching than ethnicity.
The recognition of this day appreciates
his labor of love and conviction. A man
whose passions are not politically poised
but rather purpose driven can never be
locked up inte something as insignifi-
cant as color when the stakes are so
high.

Perhaps the leadership in Canton
Township would re-evaluate its position
on this day and view it as more than just
another day off but rather a day where
the leadership of this Township would
no longer hide behind the philosophy of
this being exclusively an African-Ameri-
can hohday

(+od bless your efforts

Reuv. Joe Stevenson
Pastor of New Liberty Baptist
Church

ILE T TERS

B Excellent eatery
While visiting Michigan, I had the

' pleasure of dinning at a little quaint
| restaurant called Plymouth Fish &
' Seafood market at 578 Starkweather

in Plymouth.

The first thing I noticed when I
walked in was the large selection of
fresh fish in the deli-style case, and
the Big Mouth Billy Bass that sang
“Take me to the river” and “Don’t

worry be happy.”
I thought the best seafood restau-

' rants were in California where I live,
' but Plymouth Fish is far better then

any of the “Red Lobster” style chain
restaurants here.

The owners Vincent and Lori Toia
made me feel right at home serving me
with tender love and warmth. I had
the lake perch with the lightly breaded
batter. | was amazed at the amount of
take-out business this restaurant did
on a Friday night. The tables inside
were packed, too.

This is just one man’s opinion, but I
think this little restaurant deserves a
lot of recognition. If I ever go to Michi-
gan, [ will definitely go and eat there
again.

Jeff Bonafede
Satisfied visitor

H Reverse CCW law

Mike Malott was absolutely correct
with his Jan. 4, 2001 (column) on the
new concealed weapon law, which
makes it much easier for nearly any-
one to obtain a permit to carry a con-
cealed weapon (CCW law). He made
some excellent points including:

@ Proponents of the recently enacted
bill presented data that was very
incomplete, nearly indecipherable and
not verifiable. Malott noted that such
a lack of good data was “surprising in
a state capital where the problem is
usually just the opposite, where typi-
cally the difficulty is making sense of
the overload.” It would seem that if
there was significant positive data
from the 30 states that have passed
relaxed gun ownership laws over the
past 15 years, the proponents would
present the data completely, concisely,
and with sources clearly identified!
Since that data has NOT been respon-
sibly presented, we can only presume
that a neutral or positive (deterrent)
affect has not been experienced.

H The proponents of the new law
indicated, at one time, that as many as
200,000 additional people might obtain
concealed weapons, if the law was
passed. They recently changed their
mind, stating that “no one knew what
the real numbers would be and the
only way to find out for sure would be
to pass the bill and see what happens.”
Malott noted that passing legislation
without good data to see what happens
is an odd and unnecessary approach,
considering 30 other states have “shall
issue” laws.

B Malott noted that a coalition of
police and prosecutors are planning a
petition drive to put the law to a refer-
endum on the election ballot in
November 2002. About 150,000 signa-
tures are required for the referendum.
In 1999, 1,097 Michigan residents
were killed by guns. We are all aware
of increased frustration and anger, as
a result of our hectic and stresaful soci-
ety. Some of this anger is vented with
violent acts, i.e. fights at sporting
events, road rage altercations, etc.
Now, with the relaxed CCW law, the
acting out may be much more lethal.

If anywhere near 200,000 additional

people are able to carry concealed
weapons as a result of this law, it is
conceivable there will be additional
gun-related violence and deaths. As a
result, we all should be willing to sign
this petition to obtain the referendum
opportunity to be counted and reverse
this special interest-motivated law.

The Observer & Eccentric newspa-
pers, through columnists like Mike
Malott, are doing a great job of exam-
ining issues in their newspaper to
enable their readers to make more
fully informed decisions on the issues.
Keep up the good work!

Ron McCaffery

Livonia

B Kennel concerns

I am writing in response to an arti-
cle by your staff writer Sue Buck, enti-
tled “Owner, Township at cdds over
need for kennel license” published Dec.
17, 2000. First, 'm very disappointed
in Sue that she did not try to get the
true facts and the editor for allowing a
story to be published without a proper
investigation by his staff of the facts
from all sides involved.

This issue started because Terri
Bennett allowed her employees to
walk the dogs in her care through our
neighborhood for the purpose of going
to the pot in our ditches and front
yards. I witnessed a young boy and a
young girl allowing the dogs to go
potty in the ditch on Marlin and not
picking it up.

On different occasions I angrily con-
fronted both and had the police called
on me by the store for yelling at the
kids. After this incident, older women
walked the dogs and I have them on
videotajie using the ditches on Marlin,
although they now pick up the feces. I
also have the employees on tape using
the property of the Plymouth Pub and
I have witnessed them on the property
of the Pizza Hut and the field behind
the State Farm Agency.

I have counted up to 10 dogs brought
out of the store five and six times a
day. This equates to 50 or 60 dogs and
since the article states they have the
capacity for 20 dogs it could equate to
100 or 120 dogs doing their business
on the so-called Public Right of Wey.
For the most part, Ms. Bennett did
keep the dogs on her own Public Right
of Way after a neighbor and I went to
the Township.

If this situation is to continue, there
will be a health hazard and the Public
Health Department will be called.
Also the township has an obligation to
enforce the ordinance and should they
not do so, are leaving themselves open
to a lawsuit.

Anyone who boards dogs for a fee,
whether for a day or a month, comes
under the definition of a kennel and
should be required to have a license
and a dog run that can be sanitized
after the dogs use it. They should not
be allowed to use the Public Right of
Way to pot their dogs.

The article also states that only one
neighbor has complained, which is
another lie, as two of us went to the
Township and there are several more
that have expressed to us that they
also have a problem with this.

Let the Bennetts have their dog day
care, but make them also have a ken-
nel license and a proper dog run con-
tained on their own property and not
the Public Right of Way.

Robert Heard
Plymouth resident

H County no help

I have debated whether or not to
write this letter. In the Jan. 4, 2001,
issue of the Observer, Westland/Can-
ton Postmaster Charles Quinn made
the statement that people who were
“snowed in” should call Wayne County.
I have learned after living at my
address for over 30 years, that to call
the county getas little or NO results.
Fourteen days after the snow started,
the county finally made a sloppy
attempt to clear our dirt street — less
than 1/4 mile from Michigan Avenue.
The only way we could eventually get
out was after my husband had nearly
frozen himself trying to clear the road
with a garden tractor and a blade on
the front. We missed garbage pickup.
We had NO mail for one week. Now
that the thaw has set in, the county
has been here two times to spread
sand that we don’t even need. So...
does it really do any good to call the
county? Thank you for reading this.

Milder D. Mason

Canton

B Remember their votes

I concur with your analysis of the
proposed pay raises for our state legis-
lators. While legislators might deserve
raises, the amounts currently proposed
are obscene. 1 would add to your analy-
sis that in an era when we are losing
representation in Washington based
on population, we probably shouldn’t
have the third or fourth highest paid
state representatives in the country. I
sure wish I could get a 30 percent raise
in one year. Qur employees, the state
legislators, ought to reject this
increase and vote to adopt the legisla-
tion proposed by Messer's McCotter
and Bisbee.

Your newspaper could do us all a
favor by following up on your editorial
and publish a list of how each and
everyone of our representatives voted
(or abstained) on both the pay raise
and the McCotter/Bisbee legislation.

We taxpayers could then really let
these people know how we feel with
our votes next election time.

K. Hewitt

Limla‘

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your name,
address and phone number for
verification. We ask that your letters
be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.

Mall:
Letters to the Editor
Brad Kadrich

794 South Main
Ptymouth, M! 48170
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Well, well. Just in time for the new year, the
charter school folks have unveiled a new wrinkle
to get around existing state law.

Although the number of charter schools in
Michigan operating under university oversight is
capped at 150 and that limit was reached in
1999, there’s no cap on the number of charters
that can be authorized by community colleges. So
the Michigan
Association of Pub-
lic School Acade-
mies (that's the
lobbying group
representing char-
ter schools; nifty
name, eh?) is urg-
ing community col-
leges to hire uni-
versities to help
set up and manage
charter schools.

Charter schools
in Michigan get
$6,000 in taxpayer
money per student
i Phil Power annually. They've

been the subject of
hot debate since they were authorized by state
law in 1993. There were eight charter schools in
1994; 79 in 1996; 139 in 1998; 173 in 1999.

The legisiature capped that number after com-
plaints arose that universities - mainly Central
Michigan University, which runs what looks a lot
like a charter school mill and makes a big profit
thereby — were authorizing charters too quickly
and without serious oversight. Gov. Engler tried
last year to get the cap lifted, but the legislature
refused on grounds charter schools need to
demonstrate more accountability before more are

. started. ¥
g Supporters claim charter schools offer alterna-

tives to deficient public schools and offer a com- |
petitive spur to improvement in the “monopolis-
tic” public schools. Some also say charters
respond more to parental preferences than public
schools.

So far, the evidence of the great charter school
experiment does not inspire much confidence.

A Michigan State University study found char-
ters are in fact neither more innovative nor more

" successful in student achievement than public
4  schools.

A Western Michigan University study, released
last October, raised doubts about the basic pur-
poses of charter schools. More than 70 percent of
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Charter school experiment
inspires little confidence

Michigan’s charter schools last year were operat-
ed by management companies, compared with
only 10 percent nationwide. The vast majority of
these companies run schools as a profit-making
enterprise.

Moreover, the WMU study found charter
schools are selecting only the easy (and cheap)
students; the practice is called “creaming.”
Admission is usually by interview, rather than by
district-wide recruitment, which appears to be
required by federal law. Charters don't provide
transportation and tend to offer only elementary
grade classes, which are less expensive than
upper grades.

In particular, students getting special educa-
tion services accounted for only 3.7 percent of
Michigan charter school énroliment, compared to
12.5 percent of public school kids. As public
schools know full well, special education is expen-
give. Those charters run by for-profit companies
have an obvious motive for making sure kids
needing special ed services are kept out.

Unti! his retirement, Tim Richard ran the
statewide news service for this newspaper. In a
note to me last week, he expounded on this sub-
ject:

“Clearly, one-third (my figure) of charter
schools are excellent, and two-thirds are below
the neighboring public schools. We should be clos-
ing many of the latter before we think of taking
over Benton Harbor, Inkster and Oak Park,” says
Richard.

“Charter schools were started in New York City
and most other places to be specialized quality
schools — e.g. performance artas, science, whatev-
er. In Michigan, the charter association says
charter operators never intended to be innova-
tive. That's dead wrong. We're wasting a ton of
money on mediocre academies to satisfy authori-
tative parents’ whims for control. Michigan’s
charter schools are largely a failed experiment, a
lost opportunity,” Richard concludes.

Remember the old definition of government? “A
large pot of money, surrounded by people who
want some of it.”

The charter school lobby is one of the best
examples to date of the phenomenon. Their latest
-attempt to end-run state law offers a perfect
example of the point.

Phii Power is chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net

~ With Rep. Stewart, politics may
. indeed make strange bedfellows

The swearing-in had been complete, and the
new session of the Michigan House of Representa-
tives was about to undertake its most important
vote of the day.

John Stewart, R-Plymouth, huddled with his
closest advisors to consider the question. Exami-
nation from all sides took long, agonizing min-
utes. When it was his turn to vote, the freshman
representative, elected
by a scant 81 votes in
the August primary
and a comfortable mar-
gin in the November
general election, spoke
his first words as the
20th District represen-
tative:

“Seat No. 2, please.”

It’s amazing how dif-
ferent things look from
the outside compared
to the bird’s-eye view.
For instance, television
shows like The Practice
or Law and Order give
courtroom trials the appearance of a thrill-a-
minute adventure ride.

Truth of the matter is they are, for the most
part, tedious and time-consuming affairs fraught
with paralyzing delays and endless motions. To
get the degree and volume of testimony you see in
an hourlpng television drama, you'd have to sit
through about a month worth of trial. Some of my
best naps have come while covering a trial.

For my first experience watching the state gov-
ernment in action, 1 expected something more.

I didn't get it.

First came the roll call which with 110 repre-
sentatives took a good deal of time. After Michi-
gan Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth Weaver fin-
ished plugging her website
(www justiceweaver.com) and performed the
swearing in, the Houpe proceeded to the day's
biggest business: seat selection. lmuim_t.he nego-
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*Jogy, make sure I'm not next
to that guy from Sturgis. He burpe his wine.”
Aldes “Yes, sir, but that probably means you'll
be next to, dare [ say, & £

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMAMN
0dd couple: Wayne County Executive Ed
McNamara, the county’s top Democrat,
showed up for the post-ceremony party
of Republican Rep. John Stewart of Ply-
mouth.

art picked fieat No. 2: “Our daughter told him,
‘Dad, you always tell me to sit in the front of the
class.” *

It’s an interesting irony because Stewart may
draw as much or more attention than your aver-
age freshman legislator. He already raised some
eyebrows by bringing a contingent of 180 or so
people from within his district — the Plymouths,
the Northvilles and part of Livonia — to witness
the swearing in. Several Lansing veterans told us
how abnormal that is; most request just a few
passes for their families.

And if that wasn’t enough, think about the reac-
tion from staunch Republicans who found out
Stewart had invited Ed McNamara and Jennifer
Granholm to his post-ceremony party.

That would be McNamara, the Democratic
Wayne County executive, and Granholm, perhaps
the next Democratic gubernatorial candidate.

“Hey, he's my legislator, too,” McNamara said
when asked about his unusual appearance for a
Republican legislator. But he looked slightly
amused by his own answer. “Politics makes
strange bedfellows.”

With his desire to revisit Proposal A and his
disdain for achool vouchers, it'l] be interesting to
see how long it takes the Republican establish-
ment to decide whether they can live with the
sleeping arrangements.

Brad Kadrich is editor of the Plymouth
Obeerver. He can be reached by calling (734)
459-2700, or by email at bhkadrich@oe.
homecomm. net.

Name

Hugh Gallagher

Say it ain't so, Target!

First Berry Gordy moved Motown to California
80 he could make movies.

Vernor's is now made in Texas. Stroh's stopped
making beer on the Detroit River and then
stopped making beer altogether. Sanders, where
we all went as children for hot fudge sundae
cream puffs, closed its stores.

Chrysler got taken over by (sorry, merged with)
a German company, and DaimlerChrysler head-
quarters is now in Stuttgart.

And, now, Hudson's will take on the name of a
Chicago department store and become Marshall
Field's.

Bit by bit, piece by piece, all those things that
have been distinctively Detroit are being worn
away in the general homogenization of America.

I have nothing against Marshall Field's. It's a
fine, upscale department store and, unlike its cor-
porate cousin Hudson's, it still has a wonderful
store in the heart of Chicago’s booming down-
town. It has been a fine institution in the city of
Chicago for decades, just as Hudson’s has been an
important part of metro Detroit.

I believe Target Corp. (formerly Dayton-Hudson)
when they say shoppers won't notice a difference,
that the stores will continne to offer the same
quality of merchandise and high level of service
that Detroit shoppers have come to expect.

But it isn't “just a name.” Obviously, Target
believes they will prosper more on having one
name for all their upscale stores and that Mar-
shall Field's is the brand they want to use.

But in Detroit, the name J. L. Hudson’s has
always meant something special, from its begin-
ning in 1881.

When 1 was a student at Wayne State Universi-
ty in the late 1960s, I worked for a couple of years
as a walking messenger for the Detroit Free Press.
It was my job to go to stores and ad agencies in the
city and collect ad copy and art work. I became
well acquainted with the downtown and its many
stores and fell in love with the fantasy called Hud-
son's. .

Woodward was still humming along in those
years before and just after the devastating riot of
1967. Detroit’s main street was still a thriving
commercial area with Grinnell's, Himmelhoch’s,
B. Siegel’s and other stores, from Hughes &
Hatcher’s on the north (where Hockeytown is now)
to the Spirit of Detroit in front of the still new
City-County building. The heart and soul of that
business district was the block dominated by Hud-
son’s.

Kern's was gone, an unsightly vacant lot that
gave warning of what was to come. Crowley's sat
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bidding farewell to
the memories

PUBLIC NOTIC
LOST OUR LEASE!

ON OUR DEARBORN LOCATION ONLY ,

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

DEARBORN LOCATION ONLY

HURRY SALE ENDS SAT JAN 20TH
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change means

behind Hudson's in a far less attractive building
with a rickety antique escalator.

But Hudson's was a constantly changing show-
case, a reminder of times past when life moved
more slowly and more elegantly. Elevator opera- =
tors with gloved hands took shoppers to the many .,
floors, stocked with the best the world had to oﬁer.f';:
An elevator captain assigned passengers to differ-
ent elevators with polite efficiency.

Each month a different theme was featured, -
played out in window displays, in store specials E
and appropriate entertainment. One month, usu-
ally May, a mariachi band would play to promote
fashions and folk art from Mexico. In March, Irish
music would iead shoppers to linens and wools. In
June, beach fashions would be showcased to the
music of jangly surf guitars.

And, of course, best of all, during Christmas, the
7th Floor would become a child’s dream come mag-
ically to life. Everyone knew that the real Santa
Claus was at the downtown Hudson's.

Hudson's had been one of the first stores to go
suburban when it opened its Northland store in
Southfield, but the downtown store was still a des-
tination, a special trip well worth taking.

My parents would shop other places but they,
and it seemed everyone else, always said that -
Hudson's was different. Hudson's offered quality
products and stood behind those products. Hud-
son’s meant quality, service, something special.

That seemed to be the theme in Hudson's public
events as well. The Thanksgiving Day parade was
a Hudson’s event, and every year we all agreed
that Macy’s put on a good show, but Hudson's put
on a better parade. Every Fourth of July, Hudson's
would spread out the world's largest American
flag across its mighty face and join hands across
the water to celebrate freedom with our Canadian
neighbors.

That once-fine building was allowed to detero-
rate until it could be imploded. Even that wasn't
done very well, as the cascading bricks put the
train to nowhere (the People Mover) out of opera-
tion for a while.

Now it’s a ghostly, empty spot. The ghosts of
Kern's and Hudson's are now together.

And soon, the name J. L. Hudson will be a lost, .
distant memory of another century.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer. He can reached by phone at
(784) 953-3149, by e-mail at her® oe. -

homecomm. net or by fax at (734)591-7279.
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Dedicated volunteers realize
Nankin Mills Center dream

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oce.homecomm.net

Wayne County’s newest educa-
tional attraction is already
piquing the public’s curiosity.

“It’s sparking lots of questions
about history and wildlife,” said
naturalist Carol Clements
regarding the first weekend of
operation of the $1-million-plus
Nankin-Mills Interpretive Cen-
ter in Westland.

Some 100 - including county
CEO Edward H. McNamara —
attended last Thursday
evening’s invitation-only pre-
miere and nearly 80 more were
on hand Friday and Saturday,
the center's first two public view-
ing days.

All visited the three floors of
exhibits, interactive computers
and realistic historical dioramas
that bring to life the history of
the Rouge River and the Nankin
Mill area from the glaciers to
Henry Ford (who used to own
the mill) and their significance
to metropolitan Detroit's devel-
opment.

The premiere was of special
importance to Denise Johnson,
president of the hosting Friends
of Nankin Mills, and to Tom
Brown, former state legislator
and Westland mayor.

Johnson, a Westland resident
and Livonia kindergarten teach-
er, has had a nearly lifelong fas-
cination with the old mill.

It took a dozen years of
Friends” wine and cheese fund-
raisers plus the efforts of City of
Westland grant writers and
parks personnel, she said, to
first save the mill from the
wrecking ball, to restore and
refurbish it and to re-create it as
an interpretive center.

“Nankin Mills has a history
that is important to understand-
ing the evolution of our county
and our region,” Johnson said.
‘It is very rewarding to see the
mill's full potential finally real-
ized.”

Brown, now in his 80s, was
among the few with the vision to
see that potential and the influ-
ence to make things happen. He
was its first “resident agent” —
liaison between governmental
bodies and the non-profit
Friends to secure the necessary
funding, according to Johnson.

McNamara said the building
“might not even be standing
today if not for the hard work
and dedication of this group,”
singling out the Friends and
Johnson and also county com-

Schoolcraft
offers trade
seminars

International trade is the topic
of a comprehensive series of
classes featuring real-world
training from global trade
experts. Participants in School-
craft College's International
Trade Certificate Program may
choose the entire series, which
begins Feb. 13, or may choose
specific sessions.

Each session meets either
Tuesdays or Thursdays from 2 to
5 p.m.

The series includes:

B Feb. 13 and 15, Internation-
al Marketing: assessing product
and company export readiness.

8 Feb. 20 and 22, Internation-
al Finance: letters of credit;
methods of payment; currency
exchange: choosing a bank;
financing options.

B Feb. 27 and March 1, Inter-
national Logistics: risk manage-
ment, export procedures and doce-
umentation.

B March 6, Cross Cultural
Commumecation: the role of cul-
ture i business.

B March 13, Foreign Govern-
ment Sales: doing business with
developimg nations: the role of
multinational  development
hanks; USAID

B March 20, Trade Agree-
ments/Legal Aspects of Foreign
Trade: the role of the World
Trade Orgamzation

Twao country spectfic seminars
feature Canada and Mexico on
March 8 and the European
I'mon on March 15

I"articipants can earn a certifi-
cate of achievement by attending
all core seminars and one coun-
try specific seminar for a $500
fee  Indidual senninars are $90
each  For more information or to
register, eall 734 4624448, ext

g e

misgion Vice Chair Kay Beard,
D-Westland.

Basic financing for the new
center came from the county’s
half-mill parks millage, which
voters renewed last year. Other
financial help came from the
Rouge River Project office, the
Ford Motor Co. and employees of
Ford’s Visteon Sheldon Road
plant.

“This beautiful new facility is
on par with anything you could
find at Greenfield Village,” said
McNamara. “Our parks staff has

friday, january 19 and
saturday, january 20

done a spectacular job of recreat-
ing thousands of years of our
local history.”

He noted that Nankin Mill
was deeded to the county in 1848
by Henry Ford's widow.

Others present Thursday
included former county Parks
Director Hurley Coleman, who
brought the new center to
fruition and is now an assistant
county executive, and Assistant
Parks Director Larry Fitch, who
is expected to succeed Coleman.

Industrial
glant: A life-
size Henry
Ford is part
of the
Nankin
Mills exhibit
showing
industry
along the
Rouge River.
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Jazz guitarist John Pizzarelli
brings his trio to Orchestra
Hall at 8 p.m. in a concert
that will also feature his
father, jazz guitarist Bucky
Pizzarelli. Tickets $17-365,
9313) 576-5111.

Fuzzy friends: Elmo, Zoe, Snuffy and the rest of the Sesame Street gang are ready for Big
Bird’s Sunny Day Camp Out from Jan 24-Feb. 4 at the Fox Theatre in Detroit.

Sesame Street brings all new production to town

The Livonia Symphony BY ALICE RHEIN
Orchestra spotlights the tal-
ent of 16-year-old pianist
Joshua Cullen 7:30 p.m. at
Churchill High School, 8900
Newburgh, north of Joy Road,
Livonia. Tickets $15, $10 stu-
dents, (734) 425-4855 or (248)
645-6666.

favorite among the youngest Sesame Street
viewers — Elmo. N

“Actually, I started | gt Segame Street
out s Zoe on this | xe’s Big 8ird’s Sunny
tour, but the Elmo got | Day Camp Out
hurt and I took over wmww:;dr. Jan 24
the role in October,” Sunday, Feb.

i i [ o

Injuries like sway- |yiepete: $10, $14 and
back are not uncom-

arhein@oe.homecomm.net

ith so many weeks of cold, cold weath-
er and snowfall upon snowfall, who
wouldn’'t be ready for a Sunny Day

Camp Out?
Certainly the Sesame Street gang is, and
that motley mob of monsters is set to bring its

Lace up your skates and take
a lap around the outdoor ice
rink made with Super Ice

that’s part of the “Extreme Ice”

exhibit at SPIRIT of Ford
1151 Village Road in Dear-
born. Open 9a.m. to 5 p-m.
Admission $6 adults, $5
seniors, 84 children, ages 5-
12, no charge for children age
4 and younger, (313) 317-

There is still time to see
the Buick LaCrosse con-
cept car and other vehi-
cles on display at the
North American Interna-
tional Auto Show at Cobo
Center in Detroit. Show
Hours are 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. through Saturday,
Jan. 20, and 10a.m. to 7
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21. No
charge for children up to .
age 12 (when accompa-
nied by a parent), $10 for
people ages 13-64, and $5
for those age 65 and up.

Monster mania: Sesame Street Live features

the fuzzy red monster, Elmo, in a special

15-minute segment with his neighborhood
friends, his pet fish, Dorothy, and Mr. Noo-

dle.

musical camping trip:to the Fox Theatre in
Detroit for 24 performances from Wednsesday,
Jan. 24 to Sundsy, Feb. 4. -

Sesame Street Live ‘rolled into town last year
at this time, but that was with When I Grow
Up.
Sunny Day Camp Out, an all-new produc-
tion for the Detroit area, features Big Bird,
Elmo, Cookie Monster and the rest of the
happy campers preparing for the perfect camp-
ing excursion.

But oh, the agony they must also endure to
find a cozy place to rest.

Big Bird’s nest is too small, Snuffy’s cave is
dripping water, Ernie’s house is filled with
dancing sheep, bats are boogying in the
Count’s place and Elmo has fish. And with all
that music, dancing and singing, when are our
weary campers to rest?

Now in its 21st year, Sesame Street Live is
the longest running Broadway-style tour for
children. In fact, when the Emmy Award win-
ning public television show decided to take its
Muppets on the road, Christine Giuliari, who
plays Elmo, was barely a year old.

Now the 22-year-old Rochester, New York
native is in her second year with the touring
company. Last year, she played Prairie Dawn
in Detroit. But with seniority under her belt,
this year she chese to be the undisputed

$18. Premium sedts at’
non when you consid- |$25. For information cail
er the costumes can [the Fox Theatre &t (313)
easily weigh 25 [9838611.
pounds. Giuliari, a
trained dancer, said
Elmo’s red furry costume weighs 15 pounds,
and it's all in the head and feet.

On stage, the characters dance, but the voic-
es are pre-recorded, so you hear the actual
voices of the characters on the television pro-
gram.

Sunny Day Camp Out also features a 15-
minute segment of Elmo’s World with Dorothy
the Fish and Mr. Noodle, Elmo’s next door
neighbor.

“All the kids sing along with me, and I get
my energy back from the kids,” said Giuliari.

Indeed, to her 5- and 6-year-old nieces, Giu-
liari is right up there with Brittney.

“They take my pictures to school and just
think that this is the best thing ever,” she said.

Giuliari isn't looking to make a career out of
the production, but does plan to stay on for
another year of the tour. “It's been a great way
to see the country,” she said.

And she’s also been able to be close to her
fiancé who works concession for the show. The
two plan a July wedding, but until then Giu-
linri will have to forgo white silk taffeta in
favor of Elmo’s tangled red fur.

U-M conductor to lead bands in ‘Two for One’ concert

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

January is a good month to shop for
bargains. and if you're shopping around
for something fun to do on Sunday, con-
sider attending the Two for One concert
at Harrison High School in Farmington
Hills.

The Farmington Community Band
and The Birm-
ingham Con-
cert Band will
perform sepa-
rately and
together on the
same stage in a
program that
features some
Amazing Grace,
American Fan-
fare, and rous-
ing marches.

Paul Barber
will lead the
Farmington
band and
Grant Hoemke
the Birming-
ham band.
' After each has

What: Two-for-One
features the
Birmingham Congert
Band with The
Farmington Community
Band performing
saparately and together.
When: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 21

Where: Harnson Migh
School Auditorium,
29995 W. 12 Mile
Road, (between
Middiebelt and Orchard
Lake Roads, Farmington
Hills. i
Tiokets: No charge for
admission, but
donations will be
sppreciated. Call (734)
261-2202 for
information.

Keoly Wy

played a variety of selected pieces, they
will join together on stage for a com-
bined performance. The Birmingham
band will play first.

H. Robert Reynolds, director of
Bands at the University of Michigan,
will conduct the combined band.
Reynolds also conducts The Detroit
Chamber Winds and Strings, an
ensemble made up of members of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and has
been a featured conductor and lecturer
at international conferences.

The idea of a joint band concert
evolved from a Festival of Bands that
was held at Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi
for 18 years. After the festival, which
showcased the Farmington, Birming-
ham and other local bands was discon-
tinued two years ago, Hoemke called
Barber to suggest hosting a joint con-
cert with a guest conductor.

Last year's concert at Birmingham
Groves High School, which featured
guest conductor Douglas Bianchi, direc-
tor of Bands at Wayne State University,
was a success, so this year Barber
offered to host it at Harrison High
School in Farmington Hills.

“It's interesting to see folks meet for

the first time and make music togeth-

ot Fdhiton

Guest conductor: H. Robert
Reynolds, Director of Bands at
the University of Michigan,
will conduct the Birmingham
Concert Band and Farmingion
Community Band in a joint
concert performance on Jan.
21.

er,” said Barber. “The audience gets to
see two different groups perform a
variety of music led by a renowned con-

_ ductor. In band circles Mr. Reynolds is

one of the biggies, and he's in our back
yard.”

Each band will play for 30 minutes.
The Farmington Community Band will
open with American Fanfare by John
Wasson, which Barber describes as
being a rousing, festive piece. Followed
by Petty Harbour Bait Skiff. “a pretty
little Newfoundland folk song”
arranged by Jim Duff, the contempo-
rary sounding Divertimento for Band
by Vincent Persichetti, Dixiland Clam-
bake, a light, fun piece arranged by
John Warrington that includes solos by
band members, and close with the clas-
sic and powerful Marche Mil:itaire
Francaise: Finale from Algerian Suite
by C. Saint Saéns.

“We were looking for contrast and
interest,” said Barber. “The sound of
the band changes as you go through
the concert.

Birmingham Concert Band's pro-
gram includes Winds of Freedom from
the “Winds of Change” suite by James
Curnow, Chorale and Fugue by J.S.
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Band from page Bl

Bach/Johann Abert, translated
by Mark Hindsley, Pentland
Hills Concert March by Major J.
W. Howe, and Basque Rhapsody
by Melvin Shelton.

Hoemke described the first
work as being “a very rhythmic
piece that’s kigd of contempo-

orary.” Chorale antl Fugue is your
“basic Bach,” Pentland Hilis
Concert March is based on Scot-
tish aires and Basque Rhapsody
“is very tuneful with a lot of vari-
ety and a wonderful ending.”

In a grand finale, the bands,
under the direction of Reynolds,
will play two marches with Euro-
pean flavor, Marche Des
Parachutistes Belges by Pierre
Leemans/Charles Wiley and
First Suite in Eb for Military
Band by Gustav Holst, and
Amazing Grace by William
Himes/Luis Maldonado.

Hoemke, like Barber, is look-
ing forward to the concert and
Reynolds conducting.

“It’s exciting,” said Hoemke.
“He’s one of the finest conductors
in the country.

“He has a commanding pres-
ence, but a very soft-spoken way

Spend Feb.

Got a date for Valentine’s Day?
How about hitting the town with
one of the Four Tops?

Go to MotorCityHits.com. Log
on and attempt to be the person
(and guest) with the most refer-
ral points (1 point per new user)
by Feb 13. The winner will be

H ‘The people are trying to enjoy the skills that
they have. It's going to affect their families, chil-
dren and friends. Music, it's an important issue.’

H. Robert Reynolds

Featured conductor

about him,” said clarinetist Jan
DeOrio of Farmington during
Monday’s joint rehearsal.

Reynolds also enjoyed the
experience and teased band
members that their performance
wasn't being graded.

“The people are trying to enjoy
the skills that they have,” said
Reynolds. “It’s going to affect
their families, children and
friends. Music, it's an important
issue.”

There is no charge for the con-
cert, but donations will be
accepted.

“You don't get a better deal
than that,” said Barber.

Dinner dance

The Farmington Community
Band will host a Valentine Din-
ner Dance Friday, Feb. 9, at
Glen Oaks Country Club on 13
Mile Road (between Middlebelt
and Orchard Lake Roads) in
Farmington Hills. Cash bar cock-
tail hour begins at 6:30 p.m.,
buffet dinner served 7:30 p.m.
followed by dancing until mid-
night to the big band sound of
the Farmington Community
Band Dance Band.

Tickets $42 per person, tables
of eight may also be reserved.
Last year's dance was a sell-out,
early reservations suggested.
Call (734) 261-2202 or (248) 489-
3412 or visit the Farmington
Community Band Web site,
www.fcbmusic.org.

14 with The Four Tops

picked up by limousine, ride
along with Duke Fakir of The
Four Tops and enjoy an evening
of theater, dinner, and enchant-
ing conversation.

Ever wonder what the atmo-
sphere of Motown was really like
during it’s heyday? Ask Duke

over dinner and cocktails this
Valentine's day.

Motorcityhits.com is offered by
Harmonie Park Entertainment
Group and harmoniepark.com.
Call {(313) 965-4343 for more
information.

- WIN YOUR SHARE
OF $35,000 A 24y
THIS MONTH/

Play any amount of coins or credits on your

févorite slot or video poker machine and you could

l' be randomly selected to win up to $10,000!

19 winners daily.

TaRU[

casino
Grand River & The Lodge

And it’s happening every day in January.

Winners selected at random. No special reel combination required.
Maximum coins not necessary. Promotion runs all day and night.
Always free parking. No validation required.

See the Club Matro Booth or wisit www motorcitycasing com for a complete list of nifes

MatarCity Casino and

MG b (eguic Tene
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MatorCaty Logo are trademarks

For More Information
1-877-777-0711
“'“‘“\mll'l)r"i'\'I'll‘ll]'l com

MotorCity Casino is an affiliate of Mandalay Resort Group.

Classical music makes comeback

BACKSTAQGK
PASS

At the risk of
bringing up a
sore subject for
many devoted
listeners of clas-
sical music, it
appears that the
demise of
WQRS-FM sev-
eral years ago
marked the end
of the classical
format in local
commercial
radio.

Efforts to resurrect the format
here have been valiant, but the
result generally has been special
programming on a less-than-
ideal AM frequency. It is surpris-
ing how many former WQRS lis-
teners still feel the void. Not just
for the music, but for the lineup
of air personalities that included
Paul Russell, Dick Wallace and
Dave Wagner.

I, for one, don't miss seeing
Dave because he serves as a
classical music host on Detroit
Public TV's Backstage Pass. He
found a musical home base at
Madonna University, and can

ANN
DEUISI

often be found performing,
attending or hyping classical
concerts around town.

There is a suggestion I can
offer those who are still discour-
aged by the absence of classical
music on commercial radio. Put
simply, be more like Dave.
Although we may not be able to
perform or teach like him, we
can at least attend.

To get you started, this week's
edition of Backstage Pass, airing
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. and Fri-
day night at 1 a.m., previews a
Dave-endorsed classical concert.

In celebration of Detroit’s Tri-
centennial, The Tuesday Musi-
cale and Music at Memorial are
presenting a concert of works by
four distinguished Detroit area
composers. The performance, set
for 3 p.m., Sunday, January 21,
at Grosse Pointe Memorial
Church, showcases Mark Got-
tleib of Royal Oak, Detroit native
James Lentini, Lettie Beckon
Alston of Troy, and James Hart-
way, Professor of Music at
Wayne State University. A sam-
pling of the program may be

heard on this week’s Backstage
Pass as pianist Jacqueline Csur-
gai-Schmidt performs a piece
from Hartway’s Three Myths for
Piano.

It isn’t just the music of
WQRS- -FM that many listeners
miss, but the non-stuffy utyle of
its air personalities. If it is any
consolation, this approach seems
to have been adopted by many
classical music artists and insti-
tutions. Consider the program
staged by the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra last week. Composer
in residence Michael Daugher-
ty's Dead Elvis was featured,
along with a four-bassoon con-
certo, Hell's Angels. Violin virtu-
oso Joshua Bell, one of People
Magazine’s “Most Beautiful Peo-
ple,” was on hand to perform and
sign autographs at intermission.

These contemporary twists
serve to expand the classical
audience, much the way a radio
station can. And, while classical
lovers may still miss WQRS-FM
it is a relief to know that the
appreciation (and fun) of the
music is still very accessible.

Slide into ’70s soul

Flash back: Check out the '70s Soul Jam, featuring The Stylistics (right), Dramatics
(left), Chi-Lites, Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes and The Delfonics ;erform 8

p.m. Saturday, Feb. $7, Fox Theatre, Detroit. Tickets $30, $37.50 and
by phone at (248) 645-6666.
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